ELECTION 
AND 
REPROBATION 
Scriprturally and Experimenally 
Witneſled unto, &c. 


Wherein the Love of God in Chriſt is Freely and Clearly 
held forth to al Manking. 


Given ferth in tender Love fox a general Good, but more particular- 
ly for the Comfort of all who. in Sincerity ſcekafter the pure 
God, with'Defires to walk in his Holy Undefiled Way. 


Alfo, Divers other weighty things, needful to be duely conſidered 
and rightly underſtood, witneſſed unto, as aforeſaid. 
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| By one who travails in Spirit for the gathering of the ſcattered Nations 
(who are like troubled Waters) out of their Sins, howe unts God, by 
Chriſt Feſu, the good Shepherd: 


William Gibſon, J 


*%. —— 


Look_wnto me and be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth ; for I am 
God, and there is none elſe, a mighty God & a Savioxnr,>clia.a5.2 2. 
God's Will is that all men might be ſaved. Chriſt gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſome. for all, 1 Tim. 2. 4,6. 

Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his geodneſs and forbearance, and long-ſuffer- 
ing; net knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to Repentarce? _ 
but after the hardneſs and Impenttercy of thy Heart, treaſureſt up unto | 
thy ſelf wrath againſt the Day of wrath, and Revelation of the ri gh-' 
res Fudgments of Ced, who willrender toevery man aceording to bys 

. Deeds, Rom. 2. 4, 5, 6. | 


—s.t_—_ 
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b.- FUND ap ay G0, 11] 
An Epilt'e co the Reader? 

Reader, 


F member the Command and Example of Chriſt Jeſu, and 
obey and follow the ſame, who ſaid, Learn of me, I am Meek 


and Lowly, and ye ſhall find Reft to your Souls; f chou 
takeſt bis counſel and folloaſt hu example, then thou wilt read in meek- 
neſs and lowlineſs of Adind,and if thou ſo read, I queſtion not, but what 
I have writ inthis following Teſtimony will meet with an anſwer in thy 
Conſcience, and ſome benefit maycome to thee thereby, andif ſo it come 
topaſs, it will be natter of true rejoycing to me; for I do take great plea- 
ſure in the Well-being of the Sons and Daughters of men every way,both 
in Soul and Body. 

It ts certain, that the Holy, Glorious Lord God of Heaven & Earth © 
doth give Life and a Being upon Earth unts all mankind, for one and 
the ſame purpoſe,even that all ſhou'!d ſerwe him with their Souls and with 
their Bodies, which are his ,it ts equitable in Ged to require this ſervice, 
therefore ſaith the holy Apoſtle, This is your reaſonable ſervice, at 

this the Law of Go1 direly pointed (grven by Moſes unto 'the Fa- 
mily of Abraham, after through ſay man-kind was fallen from God ) 
ſaying, Hear O Iſrael, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me, thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind ; this 55 the firft aud greateſt Commandment, avd 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
Chriſt Jeſus in the days of his Fleſh, did not only 7atifie and confirm 
this, and commend the ſame to his LT aſciples and to the Mnltitude, but 
alſo opened or expounded the latter, yea, enlarged the ſame unto his Di- 
ſciples,ſaying,Love your Enemies,do good to thoſe who do defpight- 
fully uſe you; and perſecute you. Chriſt ſasd ro the Jews, Think ye 1 
came todeſtroy the Law ? I tell ye nay, I came not to deſtroy, but 
to fulfik ; thoſe mho did believe in him, and receive hin, be did endue 
with power, to love God with all their Heart, Soul and Mind, axd their 
Neighvours as th:mſelves, yea, to love and pray for their Enemies ;, and 
its written,a< many as receiv d him,to them he gave power to become 
the Sons of Goc;and thoſe Believer: in him{who recerved him into their 
hearts by Faith )were not born of fleſh,nor of blood nor of the wil of man, 
but of God, theſe were born of the Spirit, and led by it, and they are the 
Childrenof Ged, who are led by the Spirit of God, as the Apoſtle ſauth, 

Chriſt Jeſus, through the Grace, Favour aud tender Mercy of mu h 
. tne 


TO THE READER. 


the Father taſted death for Every man, as ſaith the holy Apoſtle : and 
Chriſt ſaith, 1 am the Light of the World : merk that ; he is not only 
the Life and Light of bu Difciples, whom he hath gathered out of the 
World) who are not of the world,4s he ſaith,and therefore the world doth 
hate them) but he is alſo the Light of the World, which lieth in wick; 
edneſs, and by his light ſhining in their dark_hearts be lets them ſee their 
ſins, and reproves them thereby, and calls of them thereby to Repent : 
Chriſt ſaith, Every one that doth Evil, hateth the Light, and will not 
bring their d:eds unto it; but every one that doth Truth, bringeti 
tis feeds unto the Light that they may be made man feſt, that they 
are wrought in God, who is LIHGT, as ſaith the holy Apoſile John : 
and be ſauh, Chriſt is the propitiation for our fins, and not for ous 
ſins only,but alſo for the fins of the WHOLE WORLD, mark that : 
he u the common and univerſal Saviour, who ds:d for all, lighteth all,and 
is the propitiation or Intercefſor provided for all, but none cau have the 
benefit of his Death or Life, or 1s Light, or of his Mediatorſhip unto 
their Eternal Salvation without Faith tw him; Abzaham ſaw his day 
and believed in him and was glad, and the Fathers under the Lew and 
before the Law, believed God and his Promiſes, which are all yea and 
amen in him;, the Gentiles, who had net the Law in the outward Letter 
did the things contained in the Law, ſhewing the deeds of the Law 
written in their hearts;, as ſaith the Apoſtle, by vertue of his enlight- 
ning & enlivening preſence they were naturalliz*d or made naturally 
to do the things contained in the Law; and ſo were made partakers 
of that nature which is Divine, of which nature the true Believers 
were ad are made partakers, as the holy Apsfle ſaith, here take notice, 
that natnre, or the nature of man conſidered as he is in the fall 
from God; man in and by this nature, fallen, corrupted and depe- 
nerated into a plant of a ſtrange Vine unto Go9 ;, in this eſtate, inthir 
nature he cannot do the things contained inthe Law of God, but con- 
trariwiſe, as the Apoſtle jaith, the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, 
therefore thoſe who without the Law in thr outward Letter dothe things 
contained init, theſe deeds are done by the verture of #he beav:nly and 
divine nature or ſpirit of the Lamb of God, who as John Baptiſt ſaith, 
cometh to take away the ſins of the World [ Mark; the fins of the 
World.S it is certainly true which Chriſt Feſus ſaith,without me ye can 
do nothing;.nd this of old was and now is as trueyin and among the Gen- 
tiles, 4s among the Jews; there isnet Salvation in any other ; there is 
no name given under Heaven, by which any can befaved,: but by 


TO THE READER, 


him whom the Father hath given to be the Light of the Geztsles, ts 
open the blind Eyes, to bring the Priſoner out of the Priſon houſe 
a its written inthe Scriptures of Truth : he is the Eternal Word, who 
was in the beginning, by whom God made all things, as irs wratten, 
Joh. 1. God created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, as ſaith rhe holy A- 
poſftle Paul : he is the Rock that followed 1ſrael, of which Rock they 
drank, and of which they did cat, they all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, 
and drank the ſame ſpiritual drink, they eat and drank of the Rock thas 
followed them, and that Rock, was Chriſt : By Faith in this Rock, Abel 
offered a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cain; by Faith in thts Rock A- 
braham offered up his Iſaac, believed God, and it was account- 
ed to him for Righteouſneſs; by Faith in him all the Fuſt lives to God, 
through all Ages : he is the Rockgon which the true Church is builded, a- 
gainſt which the Gates of Hell can never prevail, let them open as wide 
as theycan. It is as true in all man-hind as it was inthe holy Apoſtle, 
b: ſaid, of my felf I can do nothing, ——bnt he alſo ſaid, Ican do 
all things through Chriſt that trengtheneth me; he is the bleſſed 
Seed, whe bruiſeth the Serpents head, in all rho believe in and fellow 
him; #n him the Eleftion ſtands : Gods will is, that all men may know 
him, and believe in him, and be ſaved, as the holy Apoſtle ſaith; 
'an4 God who cannot Lye, ſaid bythe Mouth of his holy Prophet [{aiah, 
Look unto me O all ye ends of the Earth anc he ye ſaved; the Apo 
{ile John ſaith, that we have ſeen and do teſtifie that the Father hath 
ſeat the Son to be the Saviour of the World ; and, the Apoſtle Paul 
ſaith, Chr:it gave himſelfa Ranſom for All ; mark, that, here is none 
Reprobated by him from this Ranſom. The holy Ghoſt ſpake by the 
month of the holy Prophet, God doth not willinzly affli nor grieve 
the Children of men, Lament.z,33. read the Chapter through, and 
the will of Godis the Sanitification of man-kind, as ſaith the holy Apo- 
file, holinel> becomes man-kind through all Generations, but fin is a 
Reproach unto any pzople, as its written, but more eſpecially ro the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 

T he holy fear of the Lord God is the beginning of true, pure heavenly 
IWs{domand theſecrets of the Lord are vith them that fear him, as ſaith 
the holy man of God let this holy fear have place in thy heart,and then 
the pure peaceable wiſdom of God will over-ſhadow thee: So wnto the 
Grace of God which doth appear to thee, toteach thee to deny al Ungod- 


lixeſs, 1 do commend thee. 
| W. G. 
London, the 8th day 
- of the 10th Moneth, * . ELECTION 
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ELECTION 


REPROBATION 


Scriprurally & Experimenally 
Witneſſed unto, &c. 


Concernins EleCtion and Reprobation. 


and E/au,pag. 157. of his Aſfanuſcript , he ſaith, Before the 
Children knew good or evil, Jacob have T Loved, and Elau 
have IT hated. 

Anſw,Reader,].B.no doubt would have us take theſe words as 
words of the holy Scriptures; but the Scriptures do not fay, 
that Godſaid he Hared Zſau before he knew Good or Evil ; 
but when the Woman felt the Children ſtrugling in her Womb, 
ſhe did enquire of the Lord,ſfaying, How # it that it is thus with 
me ? and the Lord ſaid unto her, Two Nations are imthy Womb, 
and two manner of People ſhall be ſeparated from thy Bowels, and 
the Elder ſheuld ſerve the Younger. But he did not ſay when the 
Children were in the Womb, that he hated Eſau; though many 
Profeſſors inEugland,Scorland,and elſe-where have ſo taken it,but 


their miſtake herein hath been gueat, and greatly Hurtfull _ 
B cs 


I Ohn Blaneh Hath taken uponhim to ſpeak concerning Facob 


2) 
deſtructive: unto many. $24 take notice that after the A- 
poſtle in the 9th Chapter to the Romans hath repeated what God 
(aid to the Woman while the Children were in her Womb; 
he brings the following words ( As it u written, Jacob have [ 

ved, and Efau have I hated) out of the firſt Chapter of 11ala- 
coi,where the Lord faid-to 1/rael by Malachi,Vas rot Elau Jacob's 
Brether ? yet | loved Jacob, and 1 hated Eſau, and 1 laid his Mow:- 
tains waſte for the Dratons of. the Wilderneſs: Theſe words 
were, ſpoken by the Lord, through tne Prophet Malachi ugto 
the Off-fpring of 74eoy, long after F:rovand E/aw had finiſhed 
their Dayes upon Eauth. 7.:c06 was a plain faithiull Man, made 
ſo and kept ſo by the +pirit of the Lord,whom he loved : &fau was 
a prophane Man, who re'c&ted the Countel of God, in Difo- 
beying his good Spirit which he gave him to Inftru& him, by 
which he was lighted to know Good from Evil, and therein 
Power was freely tendredto him {and Time) to believe and o- 
bey ; fo it was poſſible tkathe might believe and obey : fo that 
his Unbelief and Diſobedience was not of God, but of the De- 
vil ; notaccoxdins to the Will of God, who would have all 
Men and Women ſaved, but according to the Will of the De- 
vil, who would have all Mcn an1 Women deſtroyed, whem 
that prophane Spirit, the Prince of the power of the Air did De- 
file, Corrupt, and Þrouzht into Prophaneneſs; ſo he that was 
the Falſe Teacher to 44m and Eve, who led them to break the 
holy Law of God, and finagain him, the ſame led Eſau into 
his Prophanenels, b&caule of waich he was hated of God: and 
the fame Evil teacher led Cx: to Kill his Riohteous Brothes 
Abe!, whoſe Sacrifice was accepted of the pure God, becauſe it 
was offered up with a Clean, Right and Harmleſs Mind, into 
which Mingd he was brought, and inthefame kept by Gal his 
Maker, out of the Evil Spirit, which corrupted his Brother Cai; 
and his Gad, who never ſlumbers nor tleepe, kept him, yea, 
he gave him Dominion over the Evil, Hurttull Spirit, agd he is 
Eternally bleſſed, though he was lain by his Ungodly Brother : 
And God ſaid unto Car [ before he killed his Brother] Why art 
thou Wroth ? And whyis thy Corntenance fallen? 1f thou dof 
' well, fhalt tho nor be accepted ? Andif thon deft net well, ſin lieth 
at 
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(3) 

. at thy Door, Gen.4.6,7. God (who ſaid unto Cain, If then de/? 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? ) did not Limit or higder king from : 
doing well, nor did Ged forc-appoint him to do Evil; neither 
did he limit nor hinder Eſz« from Coing well, neither did he 
fore-appeint himtelfto do Evil. Eder, thee Generation of E /au 
faid, We are impoveriged, we wilt return and build the Deſo'att 
places : TeeLord ſaid, They ſhall build, but I will throw down ;, 
and they ſhall call them the border of Wickedneſi, a14inft when the 
Lord hath Inaignation, &c. This Generation of F/:zu were 
rejefted of God, becaule of their Wickednels, as 
which (not Ged, but) the Devil was the Au- ata 
thor of, and ſo their Deſtruction was of themſelves, who re- 
jected the Counſel of God; who as the holy Apoſlle faith, // cl 
have all men to be ſaved for there 15*0ue God, and ore 
Media tor between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſu, who 

gave himſelf a Ranſom for All | Mark that, for 4 ] 1Tim. 
3-4, 5» 0. 

ln the Propheey of Obadiah there is much ſaid concerning 
E ſau and his Generation, & of the juſt Judgments of God againit 
them fer their Wickednels, Verſe 6. (its ſaid thus) How are 
the things of Eſxu ſearched out ! how are his hid.len things ſought 
#p! Verſe 9, 10. Ged threatned ro cut eff every ons of the 

: Afonrt of Elau; torfaid God, For thy Vio'ence againft thy Bro- 

ther Jacob, ſhire ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be cut of forever, 
Veri. 18. And the Houſe of Jacob ſhall be a Fire, and the 
Houſe of Joleph a Flame, and the Houſe of Eſau fer Stubole, 
&c. Reader, here obſerve, God by his holy Prophet ſhews 
the Cauſe, why his hatred was kincted againſt Z/az, agd his 

l Generation, Houſe, Family or Off-fpring, and why he would 

cut off or deftroy them, even becauſe of their Wickednels and 

Rebellion. * 

The Apoſtle Paul faith, The Wrgth of Ged is revealed from F 
Heaven againſt cf Ungedlinef and Unrichteouſneſs of men, tho h 
hold the T rath in Unrighteenſnef, becauſe that which may be 
known of God is manifeft in them, for God hath fhewed it unto them : 
and becauſe when they knew Ged, they glorified him not as Cod 


nd even 4s they did not like to retain God in their Krowledze, 
B 2 God 


E.- TSo 

God gavethem up to a Reprobate Mind, &c. Rom. 1:48,19,21, 
28, And again, hefſpeaks againſt thole who did not know the 
Long-luffering and Goodneſs of God ts lead them to Repent- 
ance; and ke faith, God will render to every man according to 
thetr deeds;, and he allo ſaith, There is no reſpe of Perſons 
with God, cc. Rom. 2.4,6,11. And ghe ſame Pax! puts the 
Queſtion, faying, What if God, willing to ſhew his Wrath and to 
make his power known, endured with much Long-ſuffering (on) 
the Veſſel of Wrath fitted to Deſtruttion ** Rom. 9.22. Thus it 
© appears that God waited long upon the Evil-doers to Iead them 
to Repentance, But when they knew God, they did not Glorifie 
him as God, neither did they like ts retain God in their Knowledge ; 
and after Ged hadfuffered and waited long to lead them to Re- 
pemance, and they did not turn-at his Call and Reproof, then 
he gave them up to a Reprobate Mind : They had a time in which 
they might have been made of an Heavenly, Spiritual Mind, in 
which they might have had Life and Peace. 

The Prophet Feremiah faith of the Apaſtatized Fews, who 
were the Childrer: of Facob. according to the Fleſh, Reprobare 
S:lver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them, 
Jer. 6. 30. 

Reader, the People of God called Quakers, do own Eletion 
and Reprobation,but do utterly deny That God hath ordained that 
ſome men ſhould be Wicked, orthat he [WIT H-HOL DS] 
bis Light,.Graee or Spirit from them, and, fo puts them U P- 
ON AFORCE to be Wicked, for wart of the gift of 
his Spirit , Grace and Light, and afterwards cafts them 
into ell , for not obeying him , when they had no power 
offered or grven to them ( by him) to enable them to obey: 
No, God's Way is Equal, as his Servants of old have teſtified, 
Where hegivcs much , he requires of man accordingly; and where 
he gives leſs, be requires accordingly, and be that is faithfullin a 
little he will make Ruler over wich, The Apoſtle Peter ſaid, 
The Saints were Eleft, according to the fore-kyowledge of God the 
Father, through Sanftification of the Spirit unto Obedience, &c. 
1 Pets 1. 2. 

Ani we do deny that any Man or Wemanis EleQt of _ 

thar 


_ 

that is, Choſen of God, WP... - the SanRtification of, or by the 
Spirit of T. uth,and Obedience unto it. The Apoſtle Pau! taith 
unto the Su ints at Rome, Thoſe whom Gad aid fore-knowthem he did 
predeſtinate(that is,fore-orcain)to be conformed to the Image of his 
Son, that is,to the Likeneſs of his Son) Rem.8.25. But it is certain 
that none can be made Conformable to the Likenel: of his Son, 
without he be Santified by the Spirit of Truth; and nene can 
be ſo SanRified by the Spirit of Truth, but thoſe who believein 
and obey the ſame Spirit; for that is it which Chriſt premiſed 
ſhou'd lead the Saint- into all Truth. The Apoſtle Paul writ ts 
the Church of Chriſt at Epheſus, ſaying, Bleſſed be rhe God and 
Father of - our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed w with all 
Spiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places in Chriſt, according as be 
hath choſen w (that is, Elefted ws} im him before the Foundation 
of the World, that we ſhould be holy without blame Lefere himin 
Lov:, Ge. Ephel. 1. 3,4. | 

We do believe that God doth fore-know thoſe who become 
his, while they are ignorant of him: And wede b:lieve, that 
he hath choſen them in his Son, betore the Foundation of the 
Wotld,Chriſt theSon of God is the Light of theWorld,heligkt- 

 eti1 evexy one that cometh intoWorld,tor one & the ſame Caule, 
Purpoſe or End,even that all might beiieve in him & obey kim, 
through Faith and Obedience might be Choſen or Elc& in him, 
and ſo have Ecernal Life in him, He that believes in the Son of 
God hath Everlaſting Life, he that dath 10t believe in the Son of 
2 ſhall not ſee Life, John 38. Aoain,the firſt Epiſtle of Fob 
5-12. Hethat bath the Son, hath Life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath ot Life : andfſuchare not Ele& in him, but 
are under condemnation, becaule of their Unbelief, which Un- 
belief the D-vil [not God] i: the Author of. 

Reader, t:us we own Elettion and Reprobation, as did the 
holy Mcn of old; but we deny that thoſe who continue in fin, 
an] plead for it term of Life, are in that ſtate choſen of God ; 
& we do deny an UNCONDITIONAL Elettion & Reprobation, 
(as held forth by many ef the Profeſſors in our time )for the con- 
dition of ElcCion is Faith in God and Chriſt, and Qbedience 
unto the Spirit of Truth, which is given to lead the Saints into 

C all 
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all Truth, anc to *envivce - \orid of Gin. And the condition 
of Reprovation and Parmatior, i- Unhehet in Go. and Chriſt, 
and Diſobedience nnto, and Rehcliton againſt the Spixit of 
Truth. T'e Apoſtle Pau! faith to the Saints at Kowe, jf ye 
live after the Fleſi;, ye ſhall dze ;, but if ye through the Spurit ao 
mortifie the deeds of th: Body, ye ſhall live: for 4s many as are 


led by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God, Rom. dS. 13,14. © 


And further, ti.e ſame Apoſile faith, Hu Servants ye are to whom 
ye obey, whether of S111 unto Death, or of Obedience wito Ka9g1- 
reeuſneſs, Rom. 6.16. So here tie holy Apoſtle dec.ares tie 
G6 OSPEL conditions of Elefion and Reprobation ; or cue 
ſing to Eternal Life , and caſtinz of unto Ecernal Dam- 
nation. ; | 
* Chriſt is the Elect, the Choſen of God. Behold (ſaith God) 
my Servant, whom | zphold ; mine Elett, m whom. my Soul de- 
lighteth. 1 will keep thee, and give thee for a Covenant of the "co- 
ple, for a Light to the Gentiles, (to oper: the blind Eycs) ts bring 
ent the Proſoncrs from the Friſon, and them that ſit in Darkneſs 
out of the Priſou-houſe, Wa. 4.2. 1, 6, 7. He is 
Gal. 3. 16. the blcfled Seed, in whom the bleſſins i:, to whom 
Gcn. 3 15. the Promile is, That be ſh.ll bruiſe the Serperts 
Head, who brovg' t in the Curle an) R-prooaci- 
on; Het abletoſavetothe uttermoſt, all that c:me unto (j-:by 
him, Heb. 7. 25. he i ordained of the Father to put a: en: to Sin, 
to finiſh Tranſereſſion and bring in ever/a;-ing Kighteon neſs, tHe 
# the Lamb of Go1, who tek th away the Smof the Vori:!;, tt 
1s the Author of eteraal Sal: ation ui:to all them that obey him, 
Heb>.5.9. Mark, here obcdicnce unto Chriſt is requited in 0;der 
to Salvation, this is a Goſpel-truth, 

The Apoſtle Peter ſaid unto the Jews, God having raiſed up his 
SonJeſus,ſent him to bleſs you,inturnng away every one of you from 
his Iniquities, Aﬀts 3.26. (Mark) thoſe who are bl-fſ-d by 
Jeſus Chrift, and Ele& in him, they are nan<e away fxom th-ir 
Iniquities by him; and in vain do they proiefs him, 'and to be 
his Ele, who continue in ttcix fin” an7 plead fos their continu- 
ance. therein for term of Life. 

God faid by the Mouth of his holy Prophet //aiah, Look 


unto 


7 

wito me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the Farth: for [ am 
God, and there i« none «ſe, Iſa 45-22. read the Chapter through. 
God doth largely therein expreſs by plain words his Univerſal 
Love to Man-kind. Octerve Reader, he calls to the Heather 
even toall the Ends of the Earth to look to him for Satvation 
{. Mark J that tor which one man is caz:C to look to him, for 
the ſane all Min-kind is called to look to him{ every one in the 
Day of their Viſitation) viz. for Sa/vat:on. Chriſt ;s the true 
Lught, who ls:ht.th every man that comet! to the World, ac- 
cording to 7ohn ig. te ls the Licht of the Worls', as he ſaid, 
Fohn 8 12.1 2,46 Be ſad, Believe 1m the Lizhtthat ye may be Chil- 
d-en of the Light. Soall being cnligitne© Ly Cor Rt, inthe Lighy 
they may look un.o GoJ, and be ſave], if they believe init: but 
if they believe not in t''c Ligi t,but Fate it,they cannot have Sal- 
vatien,Zob.3.19,:0.1,job.15.and ſuch Pcrih,whoſe Deftruttion 
is of themſelves, and t-e Lord Got is clear,tor t2e Unbeliet and 
the Diſobedience of theſe wt.o Periſh is not of God, but of the 
wicked One. God faid by thi Mouth of David, 4. y People won!d 
net hearker. to my I oice aud l.ral would none of me; Sol gave them 
tp unts therr 0-1 Fiearts 1 uſt rad they walke4in their own wayes: 
© that my Toople hid hcark: ed nn'omes, and lfracl had walked 
inmy was! Pſal. 8. 'ry12,13- God fpake by the Mouth of 
Hoſea unto /ſracl, fryinz, O ifracl, thou &:/lroy:ft thy ſelf ; bur 
in me # thy be p, Hoſea 13.9. God fail by tic Mouth of the 
Apoſtle Feter, That the Wicked bring Deſirution upon them- 
ſetves, 2 Pct. 2.1. Road the Chaprer throu »h. Chriſt Jctu; 
ſaid, 0 Jeruſalem, J-ruialem, rhouchar kill:/i rhe Provhers, and 
floneſt them who ave (ent urto thee! how often would I have gather - 
ed thy Children to, ether, even a5 a {ien gathrreth her t hickens 
' under ber Wings,” ard ye wou's not! Matth. 23. 37. Luk.13. :4. 

Rezdcr, whea Chriſt would have g2cncr2d the Inhabitants of 
Teruſalem unto their Immortal Soul: R.ſt, they rejcRed himz 
And he did not tcll th:m that they could act come to him, for 
they might have come to him, or cife it had heen vain Words 
for bim ts tell t>-m that he would have gathercd them; Buthe 
told them, they WOULD NOT come totim : Soit was tHeir 


emn Self-will, which did hinder them from coming to Chi 2 
and 
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and not Gods holy Wall, 4 tis will is that all might be ſaved. 
God fa'd by the Mouth of Solomon, That the Withed would have 
noae of bis Counſe!;, Anlhe aid, they diſþi/ed all bis Reproof : 
Therefore (aid God) they ſhall eat the Fruit of their own n ay, 
&c. Prov. 1. 30, 31. Chriſt is the true Lizht, wholighteth e- 
very man that cemeth into tne World (a: I bave {hcwed before) 
and he hath tafled Death fax every Adan, Heb. 2.9. The Apo- 
Me Fobn faid, Chriſ? is the Proputation for the Si1;s of the n hole 
World, 1 John 2, 2. And he further faid, We have ſeen and do 
reftific, that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
World, 1 Jehn 4.1. The Apoſtle Paul ſaid, There is one Ged, 
and one Airdiator between God and Men, the man Chriſt Jeſu, 
who gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL, mark for aff : And he laid, 
Ged's will is, that ALL MEN mizht be ſaved; mark that : 1Tim 

2.4, 8, 6. 

| Lobo by what I have cited and writ inthe holy Scripture 
words, and accordins to them, irdoth plainly appear, that God 
hath not Created nor Fore-orCained anyMan or Woman on put - 
poſe that they ſhould beWicked,& fo to ze Damned,orDeſtroy- 
ed,or caſt into Hel),but he Coth give to all Peoplc a Day or Time 
of Viſitation by his Grace, Light and Spirit,by the ſame to lead 
tzem out ofthe broad way that leads to Deſtruttion; & all thoſe 
that continue thercin, till the Lor.! ceale to ſtrive with them (tox 
their Salvation )ſuch periſhing,thcirDeſtruion is of themſelves, 
an] the Lord God is clear. 1 have 7s pleaſure in the Death of him 
that dieth, ſaith the Lord ; wherefore tin year ſelves ard live ye, 
Ezek. 18. 32. As [live, ſaith the Lord God, / have no pleaſure in 
the Death of the WICKED bat that theWicked turn from his evil 
way ard live, Turn ye, turn ye from your eval Wayes, for why 
will ze die, O Houſe of Iſrael? Erck. 33.11. 

The Apoſtle Peter Exhorted th-ofe who had bclieved in Chriſt, 
ſaying, Give diligence to make your Callin and Elettion ſure; 
grving all dilizerce, add to your Faith, Vertue;, and to Vertne, 
Knowledge; and to Knowledge, Temperance ;, and to Temperance, 
Patience ;, and to Patience, Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs, Bro- 
therly-kinaneſs,, and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity : For if theſe 
things be in on, and abound, they make you that you ſhall neither 
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be barren tor unfrmtſu! in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chre8 
(out be that lacketh theſe things is Blind,ard cannet ſue afar off, and 
hath forgotten that he was purged from his ofd Sin:) For if you as 
theſe thinzs, XY E SHALL NEVER FALLyfor ſo.az entrance ſhalt 
be miniſtred uto you abundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1.5, 6,7 ,8,9,10, 11. 

Reader, here thou mayſt ice that the Apoſtle took great care 
of thoſe who had believed in Chriſt, that they might make their 
Calling and EleRtion lure - So it appears that diligence in attend- 
122 upon his Grace (by which they were ſaved) was required 
of ther), in which diligence they being found, the Spirit of 
Grace did make them Fruitful in thoſe good things before men- 
tioned; and the diligent did not fall, but made their Caſing 
and El:#;on ſure: the ſame Apoftle Exhorted the Saints, fay- 
ing, Beware kſt ye alſo being led away with the error of the Wicked 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs;, but grow in Grace, and in the 
GP of our Lord and Saviour jejuwa Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 
I'7,18. 

Here again the Apoſtle ſheweth not only his great caxe that 
the Saints might make their Calling and EleQion ſure, and fo 
ST AND, bur alſo ſheweth that it was poſſible that they might 
be led away with the Error of the Wicked, and ſo FALL,if they 
did not diligently attend upon the Spirit of Grace, which teack- 
eth to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, and to live 
Soberly and Godly in this preſent World. 

The Author to the He!rews faith, Take heed, Heb. 3, 12, 
Brethren, leſ} there be in any of you an evil Heart 13. 
of Unbelief, in agparting frem the Living God, 
lefl any of you be hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of ſim. Here 
again the Apoſtle doth not only ſhew his great care that thole 
Believers might not depart from the Living Go?, but Coth allo 
ſhew that they might depart from him,if they did not diligently 
wait upon him,as aforeſaid. Thus it doth plainly appear,that Faith 
& Obedience are Gods conditions, upon which God doth Ele&t, 
that is,C}uſe People to inherit Eternal Life. And theconditions, 

#pos which God doth Reje&, Reprobate and Turn people ints 
Helf is Unbelies, Rebellion, Departing from him into Apoſta- 
P cy 
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cy. The Apoſtle writ of ſome who knew Col, who when 
they knew him glorified hiys wot as God, neither were thankful ;, 
Fbut became vain in their imaginations, ard their fooliſh Hearts 
were darkened) and as they did not itze to RETAIN GOD IN 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE, God gave them wp to a REPRO- 
BATE MIND, Rom. 1.31, 28. Now thele knew God, and 
ke gave them a time of Viſitation, to the end they might have 
bcen Everlaſtingly happy : So it was their own Self-will, and 
unthankful Evit kearts, which did draw back from the Living 
God, which did deprive them of Eternal Reſt and Peace; God 
Cid not will that they ſhould draw back and depart from him, 
For Gods will is, that all People may be Holy : and as the Apo- 
ſle faith, God's Willis, that all men may know the Truth, and 
be ſaved, 1Tim.2.4. verl. 5,6. He faith, There © one God, and 
one Mediator between God and Man, the man Chriſt Feſw, who 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL to be teſtified in due time. Mark 
Reader, Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom for All; here is none ſhut 
out by him, here is noneReprobated by him from this RANSOM, 
he is God's free gift to the Genr:/es or Heathens, as well as 
to the Zews, yea, to be God's Salvation to theends of the Earth: 
he is the Shilow, the peaccable Saviour, unto whom the gather- 
ing of all Nations muſt he, cven as God hath promiſed ; /w4l! 
declare the Decree, the Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee : Ark of me and I will thee the Heathen 
for thine Inheritance, andthe uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy 
Poſſeſſion, Plal. 2. 8, 0. Be tafted Death for every man, Htb. 
2.9. He xs the true Light, which /ighteth*every man that cometh 
ir:tothe World, John 1.9. & $.12.12.46. He is the Propitiation 
not for our Sins only, ſaid the Apoſtle, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World, 1 Fohn 2.2. And we have ſeen and do teſtifie that the 
Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the World, 1 John 1. 4. The 
Apoſtle Peter faith, God is Long- ſuffering to w-ward, not willing 
that any fhonld Periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance, 
2 Pet. 2.9. 

Note Reader, the holy Apoſtles and the reſt of the faithful 
Chriftians were come to Repentance, and were Regenerated 
83d Born of God, and fo were new Creatures in Chtift Jeſus 

But 
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But the Long-Uffering of God is exerciſed towards theUngocly, 
who is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to Repentance; and he gives them time to repent, and 
doth viſit them with tis good Spirit in terder Love, to cnable 
them to Repent ; but many rczect kis tender Love Hercin, and 
will not obey his Voict, as he faie, Ifracl woz/d have none of 
me; and as Chriſt faid to the Fews, Te will not come to me, . that ye 
might have Life. 

Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God ſaid unto the Angel of the 
Church of Thyatira, That he gave the Woman Jezabel face to 
repent of her Fornications, and fhe. repented not, Rev. 2.18,21. 
Mark Reader, though Ged gave her Space, that is, Time to 
Repent, yet ſhe Repented ; now her not Repenting proceeded 
from her own [Self ] willfullneſs,and not from God's holy Will ; 
for inaſmuch as God gave her time to Repent, ſhe was put in- 
to a condition by him to Repent, and therefore might have Re- 
pented within the time he gave her to Repent, though after- 
wards it mig! t be hid frem her Eyes, as it was in the Caſe of 
Eſau. 

The Author to the Hebrews Exhorted the Believers in Chriſt, 
to Follow Peave with allmen, and Holineſs, without which NO 
M AN /all ſee the Lord, looking diligently, leſt any man fail of 
the grace of God, (or fall from it) left any Reor of Bitterneſs 
Firing up and trinolc you, and thereby many be arfiled, Heb. 12. 
14,15, 16,17. Here the holy Manlabours to keep them to the 
Grace of God, which doth bring Salvation, which did teach 
them to deny Unzoclinefs, and to live $oberly and Godly in the 
preſent World: For he knew that the Devil (who did and 
doth go about the Saints, ever ſecking which of them he may 
Devorr) would ſeck to draw them from the Grace of God ; 
and he knew that it was poſſible that he might prevail upon 
them, and might lead them todo De'pite againſt the Spirit of 
Grace, if they did not Watch deligently agairft him; and he 
knew if once they were drawn from the Grace of God, then 
the Root of Bitterneſs would ſprins vp {pecdily, by which 
many might be Defiled ; but as a proviſion againſt this Evil, 
he Extorted them to Watch, as afore-faid; in which Watch 
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they being found, the Grace of God was ſufficient to preſerve 
and uphold them, even as the Lord faid unto Paul (that dili- 
gent Watcher) Ay Grace u ſuſficiext for thee ; my Strength is 
made perfe 4 in Weetreſs: The Apoſtle Pau! told the Galari- 
ans, laying, Whoſeever of you are Tuftifiedby the Law, (or ſeek 
£0 be Juſtified by it) ye are fallen from Grace, Gal. 5.4. The 
Author to the Hebrews ſaith, He that de)piJed Moles's Law, dy- 
ed without Meicy wider two or three Witneſſes ,, of how much [0- 
rer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye ſhall they be then; ht worthy, who have 
rrofen under Foot the Son of God, and hats comnted the Blood of 
the Coverant, WHEREWITH HE WAS SANCTIFIED 
AN UNHOLY THING, and hath done Deſpite unto the Spirit 
of GRACE, Heb. 10. 28, 29. 

Reader, here take notice that the hely Man of God, 
who writ this Epiſt'e, ſpeaks of forme who was Santtified by the 
Blood of the Covenant, who afterwards did-tread unger Foot 
the Son of Gerl, and counted the Blood of the Covenant, by 
which he was SanRified, an Unholy thing, and did Deſpite un- 
to the Spirit of Grace: Now he that did fo, did tall from the 
Grace, as the holy Manſaid to the Galatians, To the fame 
purpole the ſaid auther ſpeaks in Web. 6.4, 5,6. For it 5 twr- 
" poſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned,& bavs tafied of the hea- 
venty Gift ,ond were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have 
taſted the good Word of God,and the Powers of the World ro come, if 
they ſhall fall away,te renew them again unts Repentanice; ſeeing they 
eracilie unto themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put himto an 
- open; ſhame; Heb. 6.4,5,6. Heb. 10.26, 27. Thele mention- 
cd by the Apoſtle are Apeſtates, grown old in Iniquity, grown 
ripe for Vengeance,prown palt feeling, their Confciencey {cared 
with a hotIron, i Tim.4.2. But, note Reader, there may 
be ſome ſliping andliding in the Spixitual Journey, after Man 
or Woman is come toknow the Truth and a place init; this I fay 
may come through want of watchfulneſs on the Creatures part, 
and yet through the tender Mercy of the Lord ſnch may be re- 
newed into favour with God again through his righteous Judg- 
ments,ard the Creatures unfeigned Repentance: And this Repen- 
tance & renewing into favour withGod is wrought by the vertue 
of 
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ef the Mediator and Advocate, Chrift Jeſus; At this the A- 
poſtle points, ſaying, Ay little Children, theſe things write [ un- 
to you, that ye'S1n mt ;, and if any man Sin, weave an Adveeate 
with the Father, Jelus Chriſt the righteous, 1 Fohn 2, 1. Pu: 
let all who knows the Truth, and hath a Place or a Habitation in 
it, keepin the holy fear of the Lord Gol! tedfaſt, and lowly in 
mind ; and let none by what is here laid take liberty to Sin 
thatiGrace or Favour may abound, no, God for-bic, as faith the 
holy Apoſtle, Kew. 6. 1. The Apoſtle Feter faith, For of after 
they have eſcaped the Polutions of the World , through the 
Knawledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſw Chriſt ;, vhey 
are anain Entangled there, xd O VERCOME, the 
latter end with thew is worſe than the beginning ;, for it had beer: 
better for thews net to have known the Way of Righteomſneſs, than 
after they | have known it, to turn from the holy Commandment, 
DE LIVERED UNTO THEM. But: « happ-ned( or come 
to pals) wxto them according tothe true Proverb, The Dog « tmrn- 
ed to hs own Vomit again, and the Sow that was waſhed to her 
wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 2.20, 21, 22. Here the Apoſtle 
plainly | ns that ſome had eſcaped the Polutions of the 
World, through the Knowledge of Chrift Jelus, they had 
the holy Commandment A—_—_— to them; and they turned 
from it, and they turned like the Dog to his own Vomit, os 
like the Sow that was waſhed to her wallowing is the 
Mire. God did not will that they ſhould tura from the holy 
Commandment which he had delivered unto them, nor that 
they thould turninto the Polutions of the World again, out of 
which they had eſcaped through the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; for God who is unchangeable, hath 
faid, If any war draw bath, wy Soul ſhall bave no Pleaſure in 
hin, Heb.10.38. 

The Apoſtle Pant faid, We thew, « Workers rogether — 
beſeech you alſo, that ye receive net the Graze of Ged IN VAIN, 
2 Cor. 1.6. Note, Reader, here the Apoſtle ſheweth his 
Godly Jealouke over theſe Corinthians, though they had recci- 
ved the Grace of God , leſt their receiving of it ſhould be in 


Vain unto them; this ſhews that the Apoſtle ſaw that men 
F, might 
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might receive the Grace of God, and through their own Neg- 
le, Sloth and Unwatchfulnefs might fall from it and Perilh , 
and certainly ſome did ſo, as 7«de doth ſhew in his Epiſtle, and 
Panl in his Epiſtle unto the Galatians, he ſaid unto them, © 
fholifh Galatians! who hath bewitched you ? and he {aid unto 
them, Whoſoerer of you are Fuſtified' by the Law, ye are fallen 
from Grace, Gal. 5. 4. and 3.1. Note Reader, their falling 
from Grace was not becauſe the Grace was not ſufficient to up- 
hold. them, but becau'e of their Sloth, Negligence and Un- 
watchfullnefs : the Apoſtle Peter Exhorted thoſe he writ to, To 
be good Stewards of the manifold GRACE of Ged,1 Pet.4.: ©. thoſe 
who were good Stewards did grow in Grace, and were ſaved by 
it, as the hely Apoſtle faith, By Grace ye are ſaved, through 
Faith; and hefaith, Jt is « good thing that the Heart beeſtablsſh- 
ed with Grace. It hath appeared to all men, as he faith, Ti- 
tw 12. 11. Epheſians 2.5, and 8. Hebrews 13.9. and its 
appearance unto all men is for one and the fame Caufe, Pur- 
poſe or End, even to bring Salvation - unto all the good Stew- 
ards of the Grace, have Salvation by it. But the Evil and 
Unjuſt Stewards do deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace (read Heb. 
10. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.) and ſueh are the Idle Stewards, 
whoare ſpoken of by Chriſt in his Parables, ſaying, Take that 
Unjuft and Idle Servait, who hath hid bis Lord"s Money in the 
Earth, and Bind him Hand and Foet, and cafþ him inte utter 
Darkneſs, where there is Weeping and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of 
Teeth. By this it doth appear, that the holy Apoſtles did be- 
lieve and know, that the Grace of God, which bringeth Sal- 
vation, which hath appeared unto all men, isfufficient to brin 
and give Salvation unto all men. And thoſe who have not Salva- 
tion by it, the Fault is not in God oy Chriſt, or the Grace, 
but in themſelves. The Sluzgard is cloathed with Rags ; 
and the Rebellious ſhall dwell in a dry Land, the Backſlider God 
hath no pleaſure in, he ſhall be filled with his own Evil Wayes;, and 
Rebelliron is aa the ſin of Witchcraft, but the diligent band ma- * 
keth Rich ;, and be that is faithful in 4 little ſhall be made Kuley 
ever wich : God rejefts the Proud, but be teacheth the Humble ;, 
he gives encreaſe of Grace and of Faith unto them. The holy 
| = 
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Apoftles great Latour and Care was, to bring people to the 
Grace of God,and to keep them to it, they knew the {ufficiency 
of it; yet alſo knew that the Serpent (who drew Adamand 
Eve from God, to fin againſt him) would labour to keep 
people in Rebellion againſt the Grace of God, and allo would 
labour to draw thole into Rebellion agaifft it, who were 
come into Obedience to it ; and they knew the Serpent might 
readily prevail if a diligent Watch were not kept; and this our 
Lord Jeſus well knew, and therefore faid unto his Pilciples, 
What 1 ſay unto one, 1 ſay unts all, Watch, WATCH and 
Pray leſt ye enter into Temptation. The holy Prophet ſaid, / wilt 
bear what the Lord will ſay, for he will peak Peace to his Saints ;, 
hut let them not turn again to Folly, 


Inpag.17. ].B. quotes the words which God ſpake to Aoſes, 
ſaying, 1 will have Mercy on whom 1 will have Mercy; thele 
words Paul repeated in Rom.g. and he added theſe words (wviz.) 
whom he willbe heardneth: 

[Tothe firſt | Anſwer, Paul ſpeaking to the Gemtiles,or Heathens 
concerning the Zews, ſaid, God hath concluded them All in Unbe- 
lief, that be might have MERC Y UPON ALL. Mark that, 
upon ALL, Row. 11.32, And Verf. 26. he faith, 4#Ifracl 
fhallbe ſaved. Verl.27. This w my Covenant unto thew when I 
ſhall take away their ſins. 

To the ſecond 1 Anſwer, God's Grace hath appeared, and is 
a free Gift of God, givenunto all men, to teach all men to de- 
ny _ and to live Godly in this preſent World; he 
gives all a time alſo in which they may turn unto him from 
their Evil Wayes, and if they turn not to him in the Day of 
their Viſitation, the Lord doth ceaſe toftrive with them for their 
Salvation, who regard not the Day of their Viſitation, Lake 
19.44. As he did with the People of 7eraſalem of old, who 
WEPT over them, and ſaid, O that thou hadft known in this 
Day the things which belong ts thy Peace ' But now they are 
hid from thy Eyes ,now your Houſe is left unto you deſolate, &c. Mat. 
23.28,29. Lak. 13. 34, 35- Thus it plainly appears that there 
was a time in which they might have known the things which did 

be- 
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belong ts their Peace; but they negleRing that time,God ccaled. 
to ſtrive withthem, and ſhut the Door of Mercy againft them, 
So when God ceaſed to ſtrive with them, then they hardned 
SWIFTLY ; for then the Dcvil had them at his pleafure - Sic 
was awd is he that doth hearden peoples Hearts againſt God, 
by leading them inte fin; and this the Apoſtle well knew, and 
therefore Exhorted the Saints, To Watchfallne/s and Faith- 
fullneſs, leſt { fhidhe) any of you be hardened throuch the 
Deceitfullnsfs of Sin, Heb. 3.13. And though its ſaid, God 
hardened Pharaoh's Heart; yet I ſay, as the Apoftle faith, 
God's Willss, that All Men may know the Truth andbe ſaved; 
andI fay, there was a tigne when God would havelſoftned his 
Heart, and have made himia good man ; but he withftanding 
the Day of God's tender Viſitation, which was in order to 
have made him a Tender hearted good Man; God ceaſed to 
ftrive with him for his Salvation, and th en the Devil [ That 
great Hardztr of Hearts ] had his Will of him. And 
though God ſaid to Pharach, ] bave raifed thee upto make w 
Power knows in thee;, yet God did notiay to him, I Create 
thee on purpoſe that thou ſkouldft be a Wicked, Cruel and 
Hard hearted Man; NO, it were great Blaſphemy to ſay or 
think ſo; though after he was hardened, God ſuffered him for 
a time to oppreſs his People, yea, to rife higher and higher in 
his Opprefſion, yet afterwards God's Power was known in his 
Deſtrution, and in the deliverance of his own People. 

Pharaob (aid unto Aﬀoſes and daren, I have fiwned;, the Lord 

i Righteora, and 1 and my People are wicked, Exod.g.27. Again 
he ſaid, 7 bave finned againſt the Lord your God, and againſt you ; 
forgive 1 pray thee, my Sin, Chap. 10. ves. 26,27. Apain, 
hen Pharaoh ſaw there was Reſpite, he haraned bis Heart,Chap. 
8. ver. 35. Again, Pharaoh bardned bis Heart this time alſe, 
ver. 32. Thus it plainly appears that Pharaoh juſtificth the 
Lord God in his Righteous Judgments, which be brought up- 
on him and his People for their Sins, and condemneth himſeli 
andhis People, ſaying, / and my People are wicked. It is cer- 
tain that it was the Devil [NOT GOD? who led Pharach and 
his t ee;!c into Sin, by which their Heazts were hardned againſt 
Ged 
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God and his People. The hy Apoſtle John faith, He that com- 
miteth Sin, is of the Devil, 1 John 3.8. Bet vo man [ay when 
be is tempted, ] am tempted of God; for God canrot be rempted 
with Evil, neither tempteth he ary man : But every man ti tempted 
when he 15 drawn away of his.own Luſts, and ert.ced ;, then when 
Luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth Sin,and Sin when it i finiſh- 
ed bruwwgcth forth Death, Jam. 1.13,14, 15. AnJ God's comman:| 
is unto mankind, that they ſhould not harden their Hearts, and 
its written, That he yas grieved with thoſe who did harden their 
Hearts, Plalm.g5. 8, 10. Heb. 3.10. and God hath promiſed, 
That he will rake away the Stony or hard Heart, {wiich the De- 
vil hath made hard] and that be will give them a Heart of Fleſh, 
(or a ſoft heart) ©c. Ezek. 11.19. And David faith, Pal. 5 r. 
17. The Sacrifice of God is a broken Heajt. And God faid by the 
Prophet to the People, Jocl 2.13. Rent your Hearts, &e. The 
Lord n12h unto them that are of a broken Heart, and ſaveth ſuch 
4s are of acontrite Spirit, Plalm 34.18. 

Chriſt Jeſus iaid, The Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in Fudg- 
ment with this Generation, and ſhall condemn it, becauſe they Re- 
pented at the preaching of Jonas : Andbeho'd a greater then Jonas 
8s; here, Matth. 12. 41. Teſua upbraided [| yea, condemned] 
the Cities wherein moſt of his mich: y works were done, becauſe they 
Reperted not, fee Marth. 11.20. to the end. God eommand- 
eth all men to Repent every where, A.17. 30. Jelusfaid, Srp- 
poſe ye that thoſe Galilcans(mentioned, Luk.1 3.1,2, 3.) and thoſe 
eighteen men on whom the Tower of Siloam fell, ver. 4.)were ſinners 
above all the Gallileans, and above a'l men that dwelt in Jeruſalem; 
I tell yenay ; bit except ye Repent,ye fhall ALL hkew!ſe PERISH. 
And Chriſt told his Ditciples after he was riſen from the Dead, 
That Repentance & kemiſſion of Sins ſhauld be preached in his Name 
unto all Nations (6r in all Natiovis) mark that, Luk.24.47. Many 
times did Jeſus call unto the Rebelrou amongſt the ſeven Churches 
of Aſia toRepent; as may be ſeen in the ſecond & third Chapters 
of the Revelations atlarge : Chriſt: Parables concerning the fray 
Sheep and the prodigel Son : in Luk.15.7. doth much hold forth the 
Univerſal Love of God to man-kind; he laid, / ſay no you, 
that foy ſhall be in Heaven over one ſamer that Repenteth, wore 
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than #ver ninety nine juſt Perſons, which-need no Repertarce. A- 
gain, There is Foy inthe preſence of the Angels of God over one ſin- 
ner that Reperteth, Luke 15. 10. 

John the Baptiſt called the Phariſees and the Sadadwces, who 
came unto his Baptiſm, A Generation of Vipers; yet theſe he 
called to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, Matth. 3.7. & 
12.23. Luk. 3.7. 

In Rom.g.22. Panl{aith, Whet if God willing to bew his Wrath, 
and to make his Power known, endured with much Long-ſuffering 
(on) the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtrutthon. Now mark, God 
ſuffered them long, and his Long-luffering was tolead them to 
Repentance, as the Apoſtle faith in another place. Dsſþ:/eſt thou 
the Riches of his googneſs and forbearance, and long-ſuffering ;, net 
knowing that the goodneſsof God leadeth thee to Repentance ? but af- 
ter the hardn:ſs and Impenitency of thy Heart treaſure ſtup unto thy 
ſelf wrath againſt the Day of wrath, and Revelation of the righ- 
teorcs Fudgments of God, who will render toevery man aocording to 
bis Deeds, Rome 2.4,5, 6. Now they not Repenting, bur in 
the hardiieſs of their Hearts going on till they grew ripe in 
Wickedneſfs, their ripe Age in Wickednels fitted them for De- 
ſrugion,which Wickednels, [nor God] but the Devil led them 
19to, 

In Proverbs God called to Fools and Scorners to turn at his Re- 
proof, but they did not return, and God faid, Becauſe { have 
called, and ye refuſed: 1 have ſtretched out my Hand, and no man 
regard:th , but ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and wonld 
have none of my Reproof, 1 alſo will Langh at your Calamity, &e. 
when your Deſtruttion cometh «« a Whirl-wind, then ſball Fe cal: 

nme, but 1 will not anſwer ; and they ſhall ſeek me, but they 

all not find me, for that they hated Knowledge, and did not chuſe 
the fear of the Lord, Prov. 1. 22. tothe end of the Chapter. 

Here its clear that God calls Fools and Scorners to Repent, 
he wills that they ſhould Repent, and he puts them.into a con- 
dition that they may Repent; he puts them intoa condition , 
that they may Turn at his Reproof from the Evil which he doth 
Reprove them for; he puts them into a condition, that they 
- may take his Counſel, and chuſe the Fear of the Lord. = wore 
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hortible Blaſphemy to ſay, That though God called them t9 
turn at his Reproof, yet he did not Will or Intcend that the 
ſhould turn at his Reproof, chuſe his Fear, os take his Counſel, 
er toſay, he knew they could not doit, is likewiſe Blaſphemy, 
Aadiitis Blaſphemy to ſay or think,that God who commands peo- 
ple to be Holy, FORCETH & CONSTRAINETH them to be 
wicked and ungodly,by WITH-HOLDING fis Spirit of Grace 
and Truth from them,which.ſhould enable them to turn at his Re- 
proof to receive his Courſel &chule hi: Fear : without the Spirit 
of Grace and Truth (which comes by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
true Light, who lighteth every man that cometh into the world) 
NO Man or Woman can turn from fin, take Gods Counſe!, 
nor chufe his Fear, but that allthe Wicked might Repent, and 
Turn from their Evil Wayes, while the Day of their Viſitation 
laſteth. The Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared to All Men (as the holy Apoſtle faith) Teaching w, 
that denying Ungedlinef and Worldly Lufts, we ſhon!d live godly 
in this preſent World. The Grace of God appears unto all peo- 
ple for one and the ſame Caule, Purpole or End, even to teach 
all tro deny Ungodlineſs /and to live godly in this preleat Wagld : 
but as F«de the Servant of Chriſt ſaith, The Wicked (not being 
Obedient unto it) tw#a ito Wantonneſi;, and as its e'ſe-where 
writ, The Wicked da deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, Iſaiah 
ſaith, That the Jews Rebelled 4nd Vexed Gods holy Fpurit, there- 
re be was turned to be their Enemy, and Faught againſt them, 
Ifa. 63. 10, Now for any perlon to ſay or think, That it was 
the Will of God that they ſhould Rehell againſt bim, and Vex 
his holy Spirit ? this is horrible Blaſphemy [| fark] theſe had 
the Spirit, and did Rebell againſt it, and thereby did-grieve or 
vex it, for which cauſe he became their Enemy, and Fought 
againſtthem [Mark] he did nor become their Enemy nor Fiche 
againſt them until by their Rebellion}; they vexed tis holy Spi- 
rit; ſo theſe Rebells being Reprobated from Reſt and Peace 
with God, their Dcftruction was of themſelves, and the Lord 
God is clear. Nehemiah in his gth Chapter faith concerning 
the Children of Iſrael, Lord, thou gaveſt thy good Spirit to In» 
ftrutt them;, but they Rebellcd againſt thee. Now for any perſon 
to 
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ro ſay or think, thirit wt Gods Willr-at they,ſhould Rehell a- 
gain himz this is hornble Blaſphemy,as I laid befor; or for any 
rerſon to {ay or think, that God gives his good Spirit tolome 
perſons on purpoſe that they may Rebell againſt it , and 
thereby cauſe, him to become'their Enemy and to Fight againſt 
them this is no lefs then Blaſphemy. - | * 
Tie Apoſtle faith; With whom was God grieved forty Years ? 
was it «et with them that had: ſinned, whoſe Carkaſes fell in the 
Wilderneſs, to whom ſware hethat they ſhould not enter into his 
Reſt, but tothem that believed rot ? So we ſee they could not enter in 
bicauſe of Unbelief;, let ws labour to enter into that Reſt, leſt any 
manFALL after the ſame example of Unbelief, Heb. 3. 17,18, 
19, & 4.11,1. P 
Note here Reader, the Apoſtle doth not place the Fall of 
thefe rebellious Jews (who came out of Egype with Meſes) up- 
onthe decree, or will, or foxe-appointment of God, BUT up- 
on their Unbelief, RebeHion and Apoſtacy, which the Dew, 
(NOT GOD) wasthe author of; for they might have entred, 
if they had improved that help and ability which God gave them. 
Nehemiah aid, God gavethem hs good Spirit to inſtru! them, 
but they rebelled againſt it, they were diſobedient and rebelled a- 
gainſt thee, (faith Fe!) and call thy Law behind their Back; and 
w thy Prophers, WHICH' TESTIFIED' AGAINST THEM 
O TURN THEM UNTO THEE, and they wrought great 
provecation, &c, And Nehemiah (aid unto the Lord God of Hea- 
ven and Earth, Thox art JUST #n all that theu haſt brought upon 
us, for then haſt dont RIGHT, but we have done wickedly,Nehem. 
9.20, 26, 33. read the Chapter through. | 
Reader, by this it appears plainly thac God had not reproba- 
ted theſe Rebels from all-Eternity, or ordained them before 
they were Born to ſlay his Prophets: For faith Nehemiah, Tho 
ſent thy Prephers whemthey ſlew, to turn them unto thee, It wexe 
horrible Blaſphemy to ſay that Gods will and purpoſe, and fore- 
cetcrmination was that they ſhould Nay this: Prophets which he 
ſent unto them to-turn them unto him: Andit were horrible 
Blaſp!cmry to ſay, that God didnot will or intend that they 
ſhcu'd be'turned unto him, but only told them ſo; and it would 
: be 
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be no leſs Blaſphemy to ſay, om God both ſent the Prophets to 
turn them to him, and alſo ſent them to ſlay the Prophets ; this 
weuld render God to be the author of Confufion, which cannot 
be; for he is the God of good and holy erder,& not of Confuſion 
(as faith the holy Apoſtle) nay, it would render him the author 
of Muruver, and ſo make him contradi& his own holy Law, 
which he hath given unto the Sons and Daughters of men, 
whole command is expreſly, Thou ſhalt ds no Murder ;, yea, it 
would render him as contradifting his owa Charge and Com- 
mands unto the $ons and Daughters of men, who faith, Touch 
not nine Anointed, DO MY PROPHETS NO HARM, 1 Chror. 
16.22. //a/.105.15. Its platn that both Nehemiah, and the Au- 
thor t » the Hebrews did underſtand and believe that the Fall, Re- 
beii.on, Apeſtacy, and Deſtruttion of thoſe whole Carkates fell 
in the Wilderr..{s, and.thoſe who afterwards flew i « Lords 
Prophets,were Effetts of their ſloth, negligence, want of watch- 
fulneſs, yea, want of keeping in the holy fear and dread of the 
Lord G' 2: and fo theis D.frufion, Ruin and Miſery which 
canie upon them, was the effet and reward of their own EVIL 
DOING, & fo their Deſtru&ian was of themſelves,and the Lord 
God,did right, as Nehemiah hath ſaid ; but thoſe Rebels of whom 
Ic ſpake did wickedly. | 

The Author te-the Hebrews being ſenſible of the goodnel; 
(FIRST) andafterwards the SEVERITY of God on them that 
FELL faid unto the psimitive Believers in Chriſt, Let ws {avorr to 
enter intoTHAT REST leſt any man FALL after the ſame exumple 
Unbelief By this it appears he ſaw that it was poſſible theſe Belic- 
yers might Fall, if they did not diligently attend upon' the Lord 
God,in whom is everlaſting frrength who is the Keeper of 1/racl 
& of Worm 7acob,he never Slumbers nor Sleeps ; bleſſed are all 
they whocaſt their care upon him, who put their whole truſt in 
himhe is,& will forever be unto thera aſ#n(that is alight)& aſhield 
(that is) a defence or armour unto them all ſuch will witneſs him 
to be a hiding place unto them out of the reach of their immortal 
Souls Enemy (who as the haly Apoſtle (aid unte the Saints, Go. 
eth about lihe a roaring Lyon, ever ſeeking whom he may DE- 
VOUR.) The Apoſtle ſaid unto them, Caft your care upon hiw, 
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be eareth for you; bumble - ſelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time ;, be ſober, be vigt- 
lent, becauſe your Adverſary the Devil as a roaring Lyon walk- 
eth about ſeling whom, he may devour, WHOM RESIST 
STEDFAST IN THE FAITH, 1 Perer 5. 6, 
7, 8,9. The Apoſtle Pau! writ to his Brethren, the believing 
Corinthians, (ayins, 1 would not that you ſhould be ignorant how 
that all our Fathers were under the Cloud, and paſſed through the 
Sea, and were all Baptized unto Moles, & c. and did all eat the ſame 
Jpmitual Meat, and did all drink, the ſame ſpiritual Drink, For 
they eat and drank, of the SPIRITUAL ROCK that followed 
them, and that Rock was Chriſt; Byt with many of them God was 
not well PLEASED, for they were overthrown in the Wilderneſs. 
Now theſe things were OUR EXAMPLES to the intent we ſhould 
not Luſt after EVIL THINGS as they alſo luſted. Neither be ye 
IDOLATERS, as were ſome of them ; as its writteri, the Peo- 
ple ſat down toeat and drink, and roſe upto PLAY, Neither let 
# COMMIT FORNICATION as ſome of them committed, and 
fell in one day three and twenty thouſand. Neither let wu tempt 
Chriſt as ſome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of S _ 
Neither /{urmur ye 4s ſome of them MURMURED, «rd were 
a:ſtroyed of the Deſtroyer. Now all theſe things game upon them 
for ENSAMPLES; and they are written for ous ADMONITION : 
wm pherefore let HIM that thinketh be STANDETH, t «ke heed 
leſt he FALL, Thereis no Temptation taken you tut ſuch as is com- 
men to man: But God us faithful, who will not ſuffer you ts be 
tempted above that ye are able ; but wil WITH THE TEMP- 
TATION alſo wake a wayto ESCAPE, that ye may be ABLE 
TO BEAR IT; wherefore my dearly beloved, flee from Idolatry, 
Cc. 1Cor. 10.1, to 15. 

Reader, by what the holy Apoſtle here faith, it is plainly ma- 
nifeſt, that the Fall and Deſtrution of theſe people. was their 
own Wickedneſs; for they all cat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and 
Drank the ſame ſpiritual Drink, which ſpiritual Meat and 
Drink was Chriſt : {o its plain that thoſe that FELL ; did eat of 


the fame Mcat and Drihk, which thoſe did cat of, who did not 
FALL 
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FALL, the one was as at Earth which drinketh in the Rain, 
that commh oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs meet for them by 
whom it is dreſſed, and receiveth bleſſing from God, as 1ts written, 
Heb. 6. 7. the other is as the Ground, which is often rained up- 
on 3 and notwithſtanding bringeth forth Zryars and 
Thorns, and (therefore) s REJECTED, and 5s nigh un- 
to Carſing, whoſe end is ts be burned, as its written, Verſe 8. 
It would be horrible Blaſphemy to lay, that it was God's will 
that theſe people who fell ſhould be Fornicators and Idolaters, 
Murmurers, &c, that io God might damn them to all Eternity, 
and caſt theminto the Lake of Endleſs Miſery. Ard it were alſo 
yu Blaſphemy to ſay, that Chriſt, who was the heavenly 
piritual Meat and Drink, of whom they eat and drink, 
COULD NOT or WOULD NOT keep them from 
Falling, or to fay that it was the Will of God the Father that 
he ſhould not keep them from falling. For it was their own cor- 
rupt Self-will, which was the caule of their Deſtrutien, in 
which they with-ſtood the tender Mercies of the Lord God, and 
revolted and went a whoring from him: and this the holy Apo- 
tle well knew, and therefore ſaid, God was not WELL-PLEA- 
SED with them, for they were overthrown, &c. Now (laith he ) 
theſe things were our EXAMPLES to the intent that we ſhould not 
Luſt after evil things as they luſted : Neither be IDOLATERS, 
FORNICATORS, MURMURERS as they were neither 
tempt Chriſt as they did, who FELL tn one day three anditwenty 

thouſand as aforeſaid .Now (laith theApoftle) a!! theſe things 
came npon them for E::ſamples, and they are written for our AD- 
MONISHION (or Warning) wherefore let him that THINK- 
ETH he ſtendeth take heed leſt be fall : ke knew their ſtanding 
depended upon God, in their diligent and fulf improvement of 
that Gift and Ability which he had given them,' And 
that which was the CAUSE of their fall, was their Slothfulneſs, 
Negligence, WANT of holy Fear and-true Watchfulneſs, de- 
parting from the holy Fear of the LivingGod. 7uge the Ser- 
vant of Teſus Chriſt was truly ſenſible of theſe things, and there- 
ſore ſaid unto the Saints, 1 will pus you in remembrance (though 


you one knew this)bow that the Lord having ſaved the people out of 
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the Land of Egypt, __ deftroyed them that believed not ; 
and the Angels which kept 6c their FURST SIATE bw left 
their own HABITATION, be hath reſerved in everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs unto the Fudgment of the great DAY, - 

Note Reader, The 7ews whom God brought out of t' e Land 

of fey; t,at that tim: was in a ſtate ſo near unto God, tnat they 
. were not ONLY made partakers of an outward D-liverante, 
but in that day they were ina conition in which t...y might 
- have had an Eternal or Everlaſting S«.. ation to their immort:! 
Souls; and thoſe who had not that SALVATION, but peri{1- 
ed Eternally : theix Deſtruion was of themleives, as God laid 
unto 1ſrael ;, O Iſrael thou deffroyeſt thy ſelf, but in me 15 thy 
help. 

The Angels which fell had a State. of Reſt and Peace with 
God; this was their firſt ſtate which 7xde here ſpeaks of, but 
they kept not this Firfſt STATE and Kabitation, but LEFT IT, 
yea, Loſtit, through Preſumption, Irreverence and Neplett of 
their Duty, whom God in his Righteous Judgments hath reſer- 
ved in Everlaſting CHAINS under Darkneſs, untothe Judgment 
of - the great day, Jude 6. the keeping and preſervation of 
Anzels and Men from falling is in their Humble, Lowly, Con- 
ſtant depending upon God,in the diligent improvement of all that 
God hath given them for his Glory, and theix Preſervation, 
(Moreover) Even as Sodom and (Gomorrah, and the Cities 
about them in like manger, giving themſelves over to Fornication, 
an4 going after STRANGE FLESH, are ſet forth for Example, 
ſuffering the Vengance of ETERNAL FIRE, Gc. Jude 7. 
The holy Apoſtle Peter alfo ſheweth, that God did not ſpare the 
Arge's that SUINNED, bus caſt them down to AELL, and deli- 
vered them into Chains of Darknef, to be reſerved unto Fudgment ;, 
weither did be ſpare the old World, ner Sodom ner Gomorah, 
but by Fire and Water did he everthrow them, making them an 
Enſample unto thoſe that after ſhould LIVE UNGODLY, 2 Pet. 
2.4, $0. w 

Note Reader, Here theſe holy Men ſhew, that God ſpared 
not the Angels which finned, but caft them down to Hell. It 
would | e horrible Blaſphemy to ſay, that God ordained, willed 
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and-purpoſed that they ſhould fin againſt him, that ſorhe mige: 
caſt them down to Hell; this is not only Untcriptural and Ut 
realorab'ez but its wholly contrary to the ature of the hyo'v 
elorious Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who iS LOVE, » 
the Apoſtle laith, yea, 4 pure Fountum of Divine 
Love,ho made all thiigs good, yea, VERY GOOD Gen. 3.7. 
'n the beginning, who is of purer e;es, then tovehold 
I :quity, either ;,in Aer or Angels with approbation thereof , deligh,; 
therein, orlovethereto: Welaid, Be ye holy, for I the Lord you! 
God am ho!y: tar he madeall things good, ani te CERTAIN 
LY WILLED' that ALL. Angels and Men ſhould be Goc:|, 
Holy and C lean,according es he fnade Man and Angels in the be- 
ginning , but tor want of DUE REVERENCE, DILL 
GENT WATCHFULNESS, AND A TRUE AND FULL 
IMPROVEMENT of all that God gave them tor his own 
Glory and their own PRESERVATION ; both Angels and 
Men-nave SINNED, and the holy pure God NOT DE- 
LIGHTiNG IN THEIR SIN, but on the contrary, being 
DISPLEASED AT IT, yea, grieved WITH IT ; there- 
fore doth God bring his Righteous Judgments upon the Angels 
who FELL, and upon. Ungodly, Wicked, Impenitent Men and 
Women, who donotturn unto him by Wnfeigned Repentance, 
while the day or time of their Viſitation {aſteth. As its writ- 
ten, Gods Angry with the Wicked every day, Plal. 7.11. The 
Wickgd ſhall beturnedinto Hell, and all the Nations that forget 
God, Plal. 9. 17. Ged tryeththe Righteous, but the  iched and 
him that loveth WIOLENCE HIS SOUL HATETH : por 
the Wicked be ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Srimflone, and anher- 
rible Tempeſt —— For the Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs ; his 
conntenance doth behold the Upright, Plalm 11. 5,6,7. He that 
juſtifierh the Wicked,and he that condemneth the Faſt, even they bot!: 
are ABOMINATI ON: the Lord, Prov. 17. t5. To theWick- 
ed God ſaith, what haſt thou to do to declare my Statutes? or thc t 
thou ſhouldeſt take my C ovenant inthy Mouth, SEEING, THOU 
HATEST INSTRUCTION, AND CASTEST MY WORDS 
BEHIND THEE; when thou ſaweſt a THIEF, thou conſented/? 
wal him, 4rd haſt been partaker with the Adulterer;, thougire/! 
H thy 
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thy Month to. Evil, and thy Tongue frameth Deceit, Now con- 
fider this, ye that FORGET GOD, lef I TEAR YOU IN 
PIECES, &c. whoſo offereth Praiſes glorifieth me; and to him 
that ordereth HIS CONVERSAT! ON ARIGHT w:# / (hew the 
Salvation OF GOD. The toly, uſt,equai,merciful LorcGod doth 
not WILLINGLY AFFLICT NOR GRiEVE the Children 
of men: Our of the Mouth of rhe moſt high preceedech NOT 
EVIL 7d Good, as faith the holy Prophet, Lamen. 3. 33.38. 
Reader, thus it doth clearly appear, that the Damnation cf 
the Angels that fel], and the Damnation and Deſtrutisn of all 
Impenitent men and women IS OF THEMSELVES, and the 
Lord God is clear, who faith, As 1 live, I have no pleaſure in 
the death of the Wicked, but that the wicked turn from hu evil way, 
and live, Etek. 33.11.18. 32. e 
The Apoſtle Paul {aid unto the Galatians, who had erred from 
the Truth, O feoliſh Galatians, who bath bewitched you that you 
ſhovld not obey theTruth? &c.——. are ye ſo fooliſh bavirg BEGUN 
IN THE SPIRIT, ere ye now made perfett BY THE FLESH ?mm 
yeardrunwell : nho did hinder you that you ſhould rot obey the 
Truth? This perſwaſion C OMETH NOT of bimthat CALL- 
ETH you; « little Leaven leavencth a whole Lump, Gal 3.1.3. 
Chap. 5. verſ. 7,8, 9. 
Reader, by theſe Scriptures it doth clearly and abundantly 
appear, that God did not predeſtinate or fore-ordain, that 
* Angels or Men ſhould Sin avainft bim, and fo be damned: Oh 
ray, he loves and delights in Holineſs, but all Sin is abominable 
unto him ; yea, Sin is of the Devil, as the holy Ghoſt or Spi- 
rit hath ſpoken by the Mouth of the holy Apoſtle Fobn; And be- 
cauſe it ts of the Devil , as it is ſignified by the holy Ghoſt 
through the holy Man, Righreonſueſe exalts a Nation; but Sin 
is a Reproach unto any People, Prov. 14+ 34+ And therefore the 
cry of the holy Ghoſt WAS AND IS unto the fallen Sons and 
Daughters of Adam, Cleanſe your Hands ye ſunners, and purifie 
your lWearts ye donble-minded, &c. James 4. 8. Let the Withed 
for ſake bis way, and the unrighteout man his Thoughts : Let bim 
turn nnto the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, unto onr God, 
and he will abnndantly P AR DON, Wa.55.7. God ſaid _ 
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the Prophet, Sor of man, . * Land finneth agai-# ne, by 
treſpaſſing grievouſly, then will I ſtretch forth mine Har d upon it, 
and will break their Staff of Bread, & c—ard ye ſhall kuow that 
I have not done WITHOUT CAUSE all that 1. bate done in 
it, ſaiththe Lord God, Erck. 14.12, 23. : 
Note Reader, in as much as tre JUST EQUAL Lord God 
of Hcaven an1 Earth, will not bring a temporal Judgment upon 
a Nation or Perſon, untill they have given him JUST CAUSE 
by their great Sin, Rebellion and Impenitency ; much lefs will 
HE Condemn, or Damn, or caſt any Nation or Perſon into Hell, 
or endleſs M:ſery, untill they have given him Juſt Cauſe, by 
their Sins and hardned Impemtency; which Sin, Ha: dnefs and 
Impenitency, the Devil (not God) is the author of, anc Sin and 
the Impenitency ef all ſuch who Periſh, is according to the ordi- 
nation,will & pleaſure of the Devil,the old Dece:ver & Deſtroy- 
er: andſois ABSOLUTELY contrary to the will, decree and 
pleaſure of the holy pure Gol, whoſe will is, tFat all men ma 
know the Truth & be faved,as the holy Ghoſt faith by the Mat th 
of the holy Apoſtle Paul. Again, God ſaw the Wick:dneſs of 
1w4an was great inthe Earth, and the VERY IMAGINATIONS 
of the THOUGHTS of bu Heart was ONLY EVIL CONT|- 
NUALLY ; 4nd it REPENTED the Lord that he had made man 
on the Farth, andir GRIEVED himat bis HEART, Gen. 6.56. 
Note this Reader, here is a clcar and undeniable proof, that 
God never did, NO, nor never will Ordain, Predeſtinate, Fore- 
appoint or WILL that any Man or Woman ſhould be Evil, Sin- 
ful, Wicked; or tiat any Min or Woman ſhould imploy their 
Hearts and Minds at ANY TIME in that which is BVIL; much- 
lefs that the Imagination- of the THOUGHTS of men and wo- 
mens Hearts ſhould be ONLY EVIL CONTINUALLY. This 
®* Teſtimony of the toly Ghoſt or Spirit in Moſes, gives a FATAL 
ſtroke upon thoſe who do imavin and ſpeak ſv WRONG of God, 
as to place it as the Decree, Fore-ordination and Appointment 
of God, that [Some} if not many men and women ſhould, yea, 
muſt be Wicked upoi MEER neceflity ; they muſt have NO 
help from God, to enable them to be Holy, Godly, &c. Nei- 


ther are they able of themſelves to be Holy, yet muſt (as is Un- 
godlily 
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godlily imagined) be darrned, caft into Hell for Sin, Untoli- 
nels, Ungoclineſs, &c. When they COULD by NO MEANS 
be Godly, Holy, &c: God having NOT willed that they thould 
be !g,and therefore would not give them Grace to erable them to 
be'SO, yet damneth them, and caſteth them into Hell becauſe 
they are nut SO: 'Oh this is grols Darknels that may betelt 
Thctec Ungodly Opinions and Words RENDER God (who 
FEath given Life and a Being unto al Mankind) MORE CRU- 
EL and Unratural unto Man and Worwan (the Workmanſhip 
of his own holy.Hands) than the moſt. bruitifh of his Crea- 
tures are unto their own, young, yea, more cruel than they 
are one unto another: yea, the Lyon and the Bear in their kind 
do witnels againſt theſe their ungodly Notions, Imaginations 
and Words. WELE may it bc {aid of thele vain and ungodly 
OPINIONISTS that they do not SPEAK RIGHT things ot 
God, cc. 
Oh the evil Effet that this abeminable Dofrine hath had, 
and hath at this Day, it is greatly to be lamented / But glory 
to the Lord Ged, the pure Light of the Morning. of bis glo- 
rious Day hath chafed away the Smoke of the Pit of Darknels 
from the Eyes of a Remnant, which hath thus greatly clou- 
ded and darkned the underſtandings of Mankind ; and the 
Lord is daily blowing away this curſed Smoke moore and more 
out of - this curſed Pit ſtreams out the curſed dark Breath of the 
old Dragon the Devil, who kath corrupted both Earth and Air 
with this his curfedBreath,who hath made the Nations like the ra- 
ging Sea, which caſts up Mire and Dirt,yca,like Beaſts of Prey to 
Devour onganother : But God is riſen in his great ſtrength who 
will hut the Pits Mouth, and will ſeal him down that he may de- 
ceive the Nations no more ; to God be all glory,honour,domigion 
and pfaiſe for evermore, for he is worthy. ” 
Moreover, the great God, Hath ſhewed thee O man, what is 
GOOD; and what doth the Lerd REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT 
TO DO JUSTLY, AND TO LOVE MERCY, AND TO 
WALK HUMBLY WITH THY GOD, Micah 6. 8. Again, 
the great Lord God of Heaven and Earth {aid unto the Children 
of 1/rae{(that great People) [have ſeg before thee this day LIFE 


and 
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AND GOOD, AND DEATH, AND EVIL, iz that. {com 
mand thee this Day, to love the Lord thy God, tro WALK IN 
HIS WAYES, and keep bis Commandments, &C.— 1 cal 
Heaven and Earth to record this day againſs you, ({aith the Lord): 
. that I haze S ET before gou Life and Death, Bleſſing and Cur- 
fing;, therefore C HUSE LIFE, that both thou and thy Seed 
"may lite, that thon mayeſt love the Lord thy God, and that thou 
mayeſt obey his VOICE, and that thou mayeſt CLEAVE* unto him, 

FORHEISTHY LIFE AND THE LENGTH 

QF THY DAYES. Bu if thine HEART TURN 

AWAY, SO thatthoau wil NOT HEAR, &c.— 1 denownce 

4:to Fon this day, that ye ſh«ll SURELY PERISH, &c. Deut. 

30. 14, 15, 1G, 17, 18, Ig, 20. Again, They bave COR- 

RUPTED THEMSELVES. —— A Perverſe and Crooked Gene- 

ration of #he Rock that BEGAT THEE; thou ar: UNMIND- 

FULL, 4d haſ} FORGOTTEN GOD THAT FORMED 

THEE : Feſurun waxed fat, kicked —he forſook, God who maule © 

binm,and lightly eſlcemed the RO CK of hu Sa'vation— the Lord 
ſaw it, aud be abhorred they —— and he ſaid, 1 will bide my face 
from them ;, they have MOVED ME. to jealoufie, with that which 

i5 NOT GOOD Fire 55 kindled in mine Anger, and it ſhall 

burn unto the LOWEST HELL, Chap. 32.5, 15,18, 19,20,22. 

The Lord Godfaid concerning the Rebellious Jews, They have 

choſen their own wayet, and their SOUL delighteth in THEIR 

Abomination;, I alſo will chuſe their Deluſions, and will bring 
their Fears upon them, BECAUSE, when I called none did an- 
ſwer;, when | ſpake none did hear, but they did evil before mine 
eyes, and CHOSE that in which 1 delighted NOT, 11a. 66. 2, 4. 
2 Theſ. 2. 10,11. The holy Prophet faid, ? uſt:ce and Zudgment ave 
the Habitations of thy Throne, &c. Plalm 89. 14. 

' Reader, by what is above written, it doth clearly and abun- 
dantly appear,. that the duty of all mankind is to love God, to 
hearken untÞ him, to obey his Voice, to do juſtiy, to be lovers 
of Mezcy, andall truc Corifians muſt obey the Command of 
Chriſt, whe ſaith, be merciful, &c. and muſt walk Humbly with 
the living God,who giveth Life and a Being unto all Mankind; by 
whoſe pure power they have their being continu*d upon Earth; & 
ho of his free bounty gives them Food and Rayment, _ 

I = 
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and all neceſſary things which they Co enjoy; an1 withqut love 
toGod, doing Juſtly, lovin; Mercy, and walking Humbly with 
God, as aforefaid, Man and Woman cannot be a.cepted of God 
The juſt equal Lord God, who requires this of all mankmd, doth 
put all into a capacity ſo to do An1 mens doing contrary unto 
this, proceedsnot of or from God, but oi and from the wicked 
one, the fa'ſe Teacher, who led Ad.:m and Eve to Sin againſt 
God. Therefore let none v hodo WICKEDLY, fay, It is Gods 
Will that they ſhould D') SO. . For God whois Holy, who 
made man | oly, juſt anc! good, his WIEL is, that all ſhould be 
holy,who faid,Ze ye holy,/ the Lord your God am holy, He com- 
mands them to chule the Good an2 refuſe the Evil, and they fave 
Power tender'd unto then[ by himJſs to DO;VY ir becomes their 
Sin who donot SO; tuch do not improve that which God hath 
afforded them to cnab'e and lead them to chule the good, and 
ſuch are the idle unjuſt Servants, who hide their Lords Mone 
in the Farth, as Chriſt laid in his Parables, Such imtherr EVI 
SELF-WILL chufe the, Evil, [ THE SIN] the Wages of which is 
Death, as faith tc holy Apoſtle. Now for any perſon to ſay, 
that though God command, People to chuſe the good, to chuſe 
Life; yet he doth NOT WILL or Intend that they ſhould obey 
this his comma in chufing Lite ; this is horrible Blaſphemy,or 
to lay,that-he knows they cannot chuſe the good(by his help ;they 
cannot chuſe Life ; this is alſo Blaſphemy : For this would render 
the pure jaſt, holy, equa! Lord {5od a Mocker in this great and 
weighty concern - the God and Father ef our Lord Jelus Chriſt 
hath ſaid unto HIM, Thy Throne O Gods forever andever; the 
. Scepter of thy Kingdom ts 4 righteous Scepter : tho loveſt Righte= 
ouſneſs and HATEST WICKEDNESS; therefore God, thy 
God hath anointed thee with the Oyl of gladneſs above thy fellows, 
Pfal. 45-6, 7. Heb. 1. 8. Thus it plainly appears that God and 
Chriſt !oves Righteouſneſs and HATES all Sin and Wickednels. 
Therefore the Call of the Lord God WAS (ANDIS) Let the 
wicked forſoke his way, and the ONRIGHTEOUS MAN HI19 
THOUGHTS: let him twrn unte the Lord, and he wilt bave 
mercy on him, unto onur God and he will abundantlypardon. God 
ſaid by the Mouth of the holy Apoſtle, Draw near unto God, 
| | | and . 
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and he will draw near Fa.” Cleanſe your Hands ye ſinners,pu+ 
rifie your HEARTS ye DOUBLE- winded ; be afflicted and monrin, 
and WEEP : let your LAUGHTER be rarned into MOURN- 
ING, and your JOT irzo HEAVINESS : humble your ſelves in 
the ſight of the / ord, and h. ſhall lift you np, James 4. 8, 9,40. 
Again, Thox art NOT «Cd that hath pleafure in WICKED- 
NESS; mertber ſhadEVIL dwell with thee, Plal, 5.4. But know 
that God bath ſer AP- RT bimthat s GODLY for HIM>ELF; 
Plal. 4. 3. The Apoftle / au/faid unto te Saints, Ay Lrethren 
be ſtrong s4n the Lord, and in the power of his might ; put on the 
whole Armour of God, that ye maybe ABLE to ST4ND againft 
the wiles of the Devil : For WE wreſile NOT againſt Fleſh and 
Blied, but againſt Principalutes of th: DARKNESS of this World, 
a7ainſt (tiritual Wick:dneſs in high places. Wher:fere take unto 
yourhbe WHOLE Artour of God,that you may be ave to with/tand 
51 the evil Day, aud having DONE ALL, to ſtand; ſtand there- 
fore, having your Lois (4rt abeut with Truth, and having on 
the Breaft-plate of Righteouſneſs, and your Feet ſhod with the pre- 
paratiog of the Goſpel of PE* CE ; above all rak;ng the SHIELD 
of Fa, wherenith you ſhall be able ro quench *LL the fiery 
Darts of the witked, © c Praying alwayes with all Prayer and 
Supplication [IN THE SPIRIT] ard WATCH therennto with 
altperſeverance, Ge. Epheſ.5.:0,' 1,12 13, 14,1516, 17. Again, 
The NIGHT #« far ſtent, the D\Y is at hand: let us thertfore 
caſt off the WORKS of Darkueſs, and. let ws put on the AR- 
MOUR of LIGHT. Let us walk, boneſtly as in the day;, NOT in 
Rioting & 1'rirkhenn:ſs NOT tn: Chambering & Waitonmeſs, NOT 
in Strife and / woy;, but put ye ON the Lord Teſs Chriſt, and. 
make 1:0 proviſcon for theFlefh to fulfill the LUST thereof, Rom. 13. 
12,13,14. Again, th* Author to the Hebrews ſaith, We ought 
80 give more earneſs HEED to the things which we have heard, leſt 
at any time we ſbould let them SLIP. Ifi the Greek. in the Marginits 
rendered thus (or /et them run ont like 'eeking Veſſels) Heb. 29 1. 
ChriſtoJcſus ſaith to the Believers, Take HEED ro year ſelves, li ſb - 
44ANY time yokr Hearts be overcharged withSurfeiting and Drun- 
kenneſs, and the CARES of THIS LIFE, Luke 21. 3, Again, 
The Apoſtle faith, WATCH ye, STAND F AST in the Faith; 
quit 
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quit you like mt1rgbe ſtrong, Ephel.6; 10, to 18. Apain, the Ape- 
' Ne1aid unto the Saififs, Telart all the Children of the Light, and 
the Children of the DAY: we «re NOT of the N.GHT wor of 
Darkneſi. Therefoye'let us not SLEEP as do bibers, but let us 
watch and be ſober : For they which SLEEP ſleep #n the Night and 
theythat be drunken are draniken in the NIGHT: But let us whe 
ave of the Dzy be SOBER, piting on the Breaſt plate of Faith 
and LOVE, and for an Be!met the hope of Salvation, 1 Tael. 5. 
$,' 6, 7. - Ephel. 5. 8. John 3. 36. Again, . the * Apoſtle 
Peter ſaith, For this cauſe was the Goſpel preached , alſo to. 
them that are dead , that they might be JUDGED ac- 
cording to men inthe Fleſh, but LIVE according to God IN the 
Spirit. -— Be ye therefore ſober, and watch mito Prayer, 1 Pet, 
46,7. Again, Chriſt ſaid by John unto the Angel of the 
Churchiin Sardes, I know thy norks, that thou haſt a Name" that 
thou LLVEST &-art DEAD. Be watchfnl,c> ſtrengrhen the thirigs 
which remain that are ready to die : 'For I have not found thy works 
perfett before God. Remember therefore how thou haſt RECEIVED, 
and HE ARD, and hold FAST: and Repent: If therefore thou 
ſhalt NOT watch, I will come on thee as a Thief, and thoagſhalt 
. NOT know what Hour. I will come upon thee. Tho haſt a few 
Names even in Sardes, which have not defiled their Garments, and 
they ſhall walk_ with we ir White, for they" are worthy, Rev. 3. 
I, 2, 334. . 
Note Reader,Here is ſweet, harmonious, wholſom & heavenly 
Counſel givenby many faithfull Witneſſes, to put on the whole 
Armour-'of God,and fo to be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might to put on the Shield. of Faith, and the Armour of 
Light; -and by this Power, Light and ſpiritual Armour to with- 
ſt:nd all the wiles ofthe Dzvil (to quench all the fiery Darts of 
that Wicked one, who goes about like a roaring Lyon, ever 
ſecking whom he may devour), to ſtand, having our Loyns girt 
about with Truth (that is indeed a blefſed Girdlc) having on 
the Bfeaſt-plate of Rightcouſnefs, having our feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the Goſpel of Peace; the WAR NOT being a- 
eainſt fleſh and blood, but againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs, and a- 
gain the Prince of Darknets, &c. praying alwayes in the 
| qa , SPIRIT, 
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SPIRIT, and watching thereunts, with'all perſeverance 
not letting thoſe things ſlip which we have heard and Received 
of God ;- not to be like Leekey Veſſels, which lets that run out, 
which is put into them; not to belike the old, unſound Bottles 
, which durſt, &c, but to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make 
no' proviſion for the flefls to fulfill the luſts thezeof, to keep out 
of ſurfeiting,- and over-charging our Heatts' and Spirits with 
the cares of this Lite; net to ſleep or ſlumber away our precious 
time, in the Evil thoughts, words and works, of the Night, 
which the Devil (not God) is the Author of, and hath P LE A- 
SURE IN: God's will is, that all men ſhould know the 
Truth and be SAVED}; & ſo he is willing that they ſhould all put 
on & keep on the Breaſtplate of faith & LOVE, & for an Helmet, 
the hope of Salvation. Here the Unfaithfull is called to Repent- 
ance, yea, the Back-ſliders is called to Repentance, to do their 
firſt works, to be watchfull, to ſtrengthen the things that' re- 
main, that-areready todye, &c. Now they whos take this 
heavenly Counſel, they do the will of God, and in fo doing 
they ſtand approved in his fight. The diligent Watchers, who 
have anJ do put on and keep on the whole Armour of God, as #- 
forelaid, they doNOT FALL, but dogrow in Grace and inthe 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt more and: 
more; of ſuch the P/almiſt ſpeaketh, ſaying, Bleſſed is the men 
that walketh not in the I ay of theUngodly:he ſhall be like a Tree that 
is planted by the Rivers of Water, &c. but upon the Wicked, who 
repent not, whe forſake not their Wickednef, God willrain Fire and 
Brimftane ; and an horrible Tempeſt, as the holy Ghoſt hath ſaid:: 
and theve is no Peave to the Wicked, ſaith my God: but the Righ- 
tron bath ſaid (in Truth ): thou Lord wilt ordain Peace for « : 
for thox alſo haſt rrought all our war ks IN US. And the holyApo- 
Me ſaid, We are Gods workmanſhip CREATED IN Chriſt Zeſus 
#ur2. GOOD WORKS, which God before ORDAINED that we 
ſhinld walk IN THEM, 1fa.26.12. Epheſ.2.10. The Apoſtle Peter 
opened his Month and faid; Of a Truth, 1 perceive that God is 
NO Reſpetter of perſons, but in every Nation hs that feereth HIM 
and worketh Righteouſneſs is ACCEPTED withHIM, the 
Werd that God ſent wnto the Children of I'rael , preaching 
K PEACE 
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PEACE by ZeſwChrift, he is Lord of ALL, &c. Att 10- 
342 35- | 
Note Reader, He by whom all were and are Created, and he 
who according to the fleſh DYED for all, who enlighteneth the 
EYES of the UNDERSTANDINGS of !ALL (in tome degree) 
whoſe will is,that all men may be ſaved; ke is Lord ofall, asfaith 
the Apoſtle, he is no ReſpeRer of Perſons, but in every Nation 
ALL thoſe who fear him & work Righteouſnels, they are acceps» 
ted with HIM. Here God ſhews that he loves and —_— in 
Righteouſneſs, but HATES the contrary, and therefore he calls 
ALL Men to Repent EVERY WHERE, as faith the holy A- 
poſtle - God's condiditions of ELECTION and Salvation; is 
Faith inhim,and unfeigned Repentance ; and he doth freely ten- 
der, yea, GIVE the true and real CAUSE of Faith and Repent- 
Ance unto all the Ungodly and Impenitent, to wit, Viſitation: by 
the Spirit & Word of Truth, which doth convince the World of 
Gn,in which the Grace,Love or Fayour of God is held forth to all 
mankind in enlightening their Underftandings,giving them there- 
by to know Good FROM Evil, by which he alſo MOVES upon 
the Soul to CHUSE the Good and REFUSE the Evil, which 
ſpirit or word is of ABILITY to beget faith,& to work unfeigned 
epentance;& doth ITin all, where the ſtubborn will of man doth 
not withſtand the Day of Gods tender Viſitation (given thereby) 
but IT IS poſſible man in his STUBBORN SELF-WILL may fo 
long refiſt,thatGod will ftriveNO LONGER with him for his ſal- 
vation; for he hath ſaid, MySpirit ſhell not alwayes ſtrive with man. 
God ſaid ro the Wicked,with whom he had long ftriven,to gather 
them out of their wickedneſs UNTO himſelf, WO antothem when 
I DEPART FROM THEM, Hol: 9.12. 1 HATED them forthe, 
WIGKEDNESS of their doing:s,faith God, V. 15. The Righteonſ- 
weſs which is of Faith fpraketh on this wiſe ſay not in thy Heart, who 
[ball aſcend into Weaven that is,to bring Chriſt down from above , or 
who ſhall defcend' into the Deep, that ts, to bring up Chriſt again 
fromthe dead. But WHAT ſaith it ?=The WORD is NIGH 
thee, even inthy MOUTH, andinthy HEART; that the 
Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8 But | fay, 


bave they not heard? Tes verily, their Sound went into all t 
Earth, 
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Earth, and their Word; to the of the World, bat they have not 
all the Goſpel. But to racl be ſaith, All day long have [ 
forth my ke and; uno a Diſobedient and Gain-ſaying Pee- 
ple,Ver-18,16,21. Deut.30.11,12,13,14- Moreover God ſet 
Adam'ina glorious Rate in Paradiſe, and he willed that he ſhould 
obey him, as he commanded him: and he put him in a con- 
dition , that he might have continued in obedience unto 
kim; fo it was poſſible that he might have continued in obedi. 
ence unte him, and ſo have ſtood, and it was NOT impoſſible 
that he ſhould FALL, as the event hath proved; and his Fall 
is NOT to be charged or placed upon God, but upon himſelf, 
for want of a due and full improvement of all that God gave 
him, to keep him from falling. God is able to keep his Crea- 
tures, Man and Woman from _ his Name, his pure ho- 
ty Power is a ſtrong Tower,and iait IS Eyerlaſting Safety. Man 
and Womans being kept from falling, conſiſts in their conſtant 
diligent dependence upon him who made them; he ONLY 5s 
able to keep thew from falling, Jude 24. God is mercifull, ſlow to 
Anger, and abundant in compailion towards mankind, as he hath 
fignified þy the holy Ghoſt in his holy Prophets and Apoſtles; he 
isfull of compaſſionand tener pity, he is not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all (bould com: to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3. g. 
Chriſt Jeſus hath commanded + Dutciples to be merciful}, ſay- 
ingofe Je merciful, as your Father 15 merciful ; he is KIND untothe 
UNTHANKFUL &+ #0 the EVIL; and be cauſeth bis Liz bt co ſhine 
upon the EVIL & apes the Good, and fendeth bis Rain upon the Fuft 
axdthe UNJUST, Luke 36. 37. Mat. ys, 45: e Prophet 
David ſaith, The Lord « good to ALL, #:d bis tender Mercies 
ere over all bis WORKS, &zc.Plal. 145.ver.8,9 And he {aid to his 
Son Solomon, If thou ſeck, him, h: will be FOUND of thee ; but if 
thou forſake big he will caſt thee off forever : take herd, &c. 
ron. 28. 9,19. Morcover the holy Ghoſt ſaith, Seek, ye the 
Lord while hemay be found: call upon bim while be is near, 1a. 
5.6. Again, Hoeveryone that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, 
and he that hath no Money; come ye, buy andeat, yea, ceme hy 
Wine and Mil k, without MO N EY, and without Price ;, where- 
fore do you SPEND Money for that which is NOT Bread? and 


you 


”, (46) Y 
your Labour for that which ſairfieth NOT ? brayken diligently 
arts me; and eat that whith is 200d, and let your Soul detrght i 
felf in Fatneſs. Encline your Ear ard come wito me, HEAR 
and your Sow! ſhall live, &c. Ila. 55.1,2,3-' Moreover the Spiric 
and the Bride ſay comg;, and'let him that heareth ſay come; and 
let bim that is a thirſt come ;, and whoſoever WILL, let him take 
the Water of Life freely, Rev. 22.17, &c. 

'Nute Reader,Here rs a general & comortable Proclamation of 
tic favour & $004 will ofGod to ail peoplc,every one hath aT me 
or Thay o* Viſitation given unto them({by their mercitull Creator) 
to turnunto him from their 1, tg cat that which is good ; he 
ſaith, Whoſozver WILL, let him come, anJ4 take of the' Foun- 
teinof the Water of Life freely. So it plainly appeareth by this 

_ that God would haye all peopte cat of his Bread, and drink of 
his Milk and Wine which he hath mingled, and if they do not 
* eatandcrink thereof, and folive to God by the vertue of the 
ſame;irisnot becauſe God fore-appointed that they ſhou'd NOT 
& fo, but it is becauſe they have given up their Minds and Ears 
to the Whilperings and Lyes of that old Deceiver, which firſt 
le” Manand Woman from God, and fo he hath corrupted their 
Wiils; fo hath led them to love fin, and to chuſe to abide 
iv ir all their Dayes; fo the Selfiſh-cerrupt-wi'l which the Devit 
urn beorten it fallen Man, this WILL doth not chuſe Chriſt 
nor the Croc, which his true Diſciples bear, nor the Bread of 
Fife, or Water of Life, nor Wine mor Milk, which they cat 
ani drink of abundantly to. their immortal Souls ſtrength, jo 
arid ormfort, and- the*Gloxy of the Lord: Soitis true whi 
Chriſt ſd, Ye willrot comg to me that yout may bave Life.” More- 
over,” he 'wept over the: Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and faid, I 
world have gathered thy Children as a Fen gathereth her Chickens - 
under er Wings,but ze wonld NOT. Mark,He did NOT fay,that 
tiey could not,but that they-would not; and this his Teſtimony is 
tru; Gods Spirit which eonvinceth the World of fin, MOVETH 
upon-the®hedrts of ſin1ers,' to porifie their Wills, that fo the 
may chv{e the good,” and refuſc the evil, and his Spirir dot 
EFFECT this in all that do nof withſtand his tender Viſitation 
therein (and thereby) till the day. of their Viſitation be over, 


. 
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or ended, when God movetbh by his:Spirit tpoti; the Soul ef man 
in teffion, to lead himout of*his'Tr on : he requi- 
'Fetha YIELDING: on the Creatures pirt, according :to. the 
Maying of the holy Ghoſt through the holy. Apoſtle, who aid, 
As ye have yielded your Members Servants to Uncleanneſs and to 
' Iniquity even ſo now tyield your Members Servants unte Kighteonſ- 
we, tmrto Holineſs, Rem. 6. T9. | | 
| NoteReader, the mercgful God hath magethe Creature ablc 
ſs to yield, and. therefore/he doth not require Impofibilities ot 
him, who requireth him SO to yield; and if man prove ſo hard 
and deſperate asnot to yield, te {crve God as aforeſaid, this hi5 
Hardy.boldnefs, and Self-willfuln:{s;aud deſperate Uugodlinels is 
the cauſe of hisRwin and DcſtruRion: and ſo.man deſtroyethhum- 
| _ as Ged hath faid,. O Iſrael thou deſtroyerifthy ſelf, but in me 
« thy help. 12-134 
- wa RAY 'the fallen corrupt will of man, cannet chule the 
good and. refuſe the eyil;: but the Spixit of Truth doth viſit man 
inthis cſtate to PURIFIE his WILL,and fo to enable andlead him 
to chyſe the Good and refuſe the Evil : But Man in this fallen,cor- 
rupt, ungodly bold WILL mayz yea, miny do with- the 
tender Viſitation of God's Spirit, yea, grieve and ver it, and 
do deſpight unto it, and fo cauſe God to be their Enemy, and to 
fight againſt them; as ſaith the Propher, God complained. and 
ſaid, Iiracl would have none of me.___ He did not ſay, 1 would 
have none of them, but he ſent his Prophets to turn theta'ynto 
him, and they -evil-intreateq them, 'yea, ſlew them for-Which 
his Wrath was kindled again them, « who commadlicd them, 
ſayings Tokch net mine' anometl,” do "my Prophets nohdrmi' «nd 
heſaid, WO no the rebellivus Chikdreny ho rake” Cdlmnſel b«t 
ov of 'miz, thas:COVER with a Covering, ba NOT of vy'Spivit, 
that they may Add Sin unto Sin, Wa. 36: 1.7 And hefaid Concern- 
ing ſuch rebellious Ones, They have ſet at ranght all my Counſel, 


and would have none of my Reproof, Qc.) SuchiRebelsas theſe ſaid 

unts'God, Depart from is, Ae Er Hy 

.ways. Such did not take the -DBounitt of the holy Ghoſt] whic 

faith, Seek the Lord while be MAY W# folnd ; call por bim while 

be is NEAR, Ifa, 55:67 7 po I 99 % HG 
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So as the Apoſtle Peter ” , God is NO Refpeter of Perſons; 
but in every Nation he thug” fears God and works Rightconſneſs 
is accepted of him. God doth NOT Partially or IN dif-xefpe& 
to SOME Perſons, forcordain that they ſhall be wicked, and fo 
to be damned and caſt into the Lake of cverlaſting Mifery 3 NO, 
Parts comrary to his tender love, who gave his only begotten 

on for the Redemption of the World, which lieth in Wicked- 
nels. We hate aft ſinned, as ſaith the Apoſtle; and God hath 
Mercy upon all, as HE faith, and wills that all may be ſaved: He 
{ent his Son to {eek and ſave that which was left, and to bring back 
again to himlelf that which hath been driven away; God faith 
concerning him, Behold my Servant whom | uphold, mine Eleft 
in whom my Soul delighteth;, { bate put my Spirit upon him; he 
ſhall bring forth Fudgment to the Gentiles: A BRUISED Keed 
ſhall be NOT break,the ſmoking Flax ſhall be rot QUENCH : he 
ſhall bring forth Fud;ment unto Truth - be ſhall net fail, &c.— 
H4nd the Iles ſhall wait for bis Law, Iſa. 42.1, 3,4. Matth. r2. 
4 8326... 03.621; 4 19 R501 
bjeftion, Tts written, that withaut Faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe Godjand that the Fuſt hall liteby Faith : But its alſo writ- 
ten that all men have not Faith, therefore thoſe who have not Faith, 
| (or vettr have)or NEVER had Faith, God dilordain to be damned 
before they were Born, ., | _ £0 
W. This is a oreat Miſtake : for God who;cannot LYE, 
| hook untowr, and BE YE SAVED ALL the ends of the 
Eorth;1a.43+ 32. Gods Will is that all men might be faved, 

# Tim«2,4+ Again; As 1 lip. ſaith the Lord God, 1 have no 

A hr ers of tht Wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
\ liq way andilive; 6, Exchvg3.ikand 18,31,32,33: The:Grace 

of God which bringethSalvation hath appeared unto all men; the 

Spirit of Truth,:whichdoth lead the Saints intoall Truth; the 
;» ame doth.Convince:the World of Sin. By this Viſitation and 
+4CQ IN. they are brevght into a condition that they 
"may ditions edotmbiich cagviareth them of ſin; & leaves them 

without Excuſe, ;juſtly' 6 be. *puttiſhed for their Sin IN tlic 

SAME, is the true agd cffeQual means,. cauſe and ous 4 
a. ait 
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Faith freely tendered to Fa. that thereby they might be l&d 
Gut of the Sin of Unbelief by the Lord God; yea, it is his free 
ift unto them, given'to beget and work Faith in them and 
if they STILL continue in Unbelief, this gift will condemn them, 
and God juſtly will puniſh them for their Rebellion, Hard-hear- 
redneſs, Unbeliet, & c. and it conyinceth them of Righteouf- 
neſs, (in ſume degree) that thereby they might te led to do 
that which is juſt and righteous in the fight of God, whois righ» 
teous (& in tie fight of men.) © For the wrath of God is revealed 
* from Heaven againſt ALL Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoulnets of 
© men, c#c.— Bceaulc that which may be known ot God 1S ma- 
© nifeſt IN them; .for God hath SHEWED it unto them. Fer 

© the Inviſible things OF HIM from the Creation of the Worl 
© are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things tHat are made, 
*eyen his Eternal Power and GODHEAD; to that they are 
*WITHOUT EXCUSE,Rom.r.1 8,19,20. Mark,the WRATH 
of God is againſt all Ungodlinefſs and Urrightecuſnets of mes, 
for one an the ſame caule, namely, becauſe that which may be 
known &f God is manifeſt IN THEM - here the holy, juſt, mer- 

ciſul God thews that he is not PARTIAL. 

Reader, it is certain that the Spirit of Truth which doth C on- 
vince the World of Sin, and leaves tkofe [without Excuſe] 
(juſtly to be puniſhed) who do not belicve, Repent and Forlake 
their Sin:, and turn to God; the ſame IS ſufficient to GIVE 
Faith unto ALL men and Women: But God ſaid, //ſrae! wortd 
have none of ME. And Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, © Ye will NOT 
©cometo ME that ye might have Liſe. And Chriſt in pity and 
tender compaſhon WEPT over the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
and ſaid, © I would have gathered thy Children together, as a 
© Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, but ve would 
*NOT. [He did NOT ſay, Yecould not] for he KNEW that 
it was poſſthle that they might have come unto him, (while the 
day of their Viſttationlaſted )but after that tim* was ended, they 
could not; he faid, © O that thou hadſt known(or experienced and 
enjoyed) * in this thy day the things which belong to thy Peace ; 
© but now they are hid from thine Eyes.: Now your Houſe is left 


* unto you Pcfolate. Now thoſe that would noty and will not 
have 
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kave God, nor Chriſt, nor the Spirit of Guaceand Trath, which 
God hath given to lead out of the Sin of Undelicf, &c., theſe 
WILL NOT have Faith : - For they in their ſtubborn, corrupt 
Self-will refuſe God and Chriſt the Author of it, ;and the boly 
Spirit, which is given to lead into the true Faith, which purificth 
the Heart, the Myttery of which is held in a, pure;Conſcience, 
as faith the holy Apoſtle. Thoſe who are fo hardened by the 
- Devil (that great hardener of Hearts) that they will not haye 
God, nor Chriſt,nor the Spirit of Grace and Truth, nor Faith - 
this their refuſing of God and Chriſt, the Spirit, Faith, &c. is 
NOT according to the WILL and mind of God, nor Chrift, nor 
- "the Spirit of Truth ; {but according to the curſed Wil and Mind 

:of the old Deceiver (who led Adm and Eve to Sin againſt God 
(and againſt their own Souls) and according to their own curſed 
will an mind which he the old Deceiver and Deſtroyer hath he- 
gotten in them againſt God, Chriſt, the Spirit of Truth, &c. 
And ſach hardened ONES Periſh, whoſe Deſtruftion is of them- 
ſelves, and the Lord God and Chrift and the Spirit of Truth is 
clear, which hath Cenvinced them of their Sin, and Reproved 
them for theſame (in ſecret) and hath waited, and long ftriven 
to lead them out of the ſame intg Faith, INTO love and pure 0- 
bedience to the-pure holy God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent. 

Chriſt pronounced Wo againſt the Scribes and Pharsſees, Hypo- 
crites, for OMITTING Faith; fce Matth. 23.23. | 

Note Reader, here he pronounceth Wo againſt them, be- 
cauſe they had not Faith, or were not inthe true Faith; here 
the juſt God ſhews that he did not with-hold the true and real 
means, and cauſe of Faith from them; but they in their corrupt 
wicked WILL did reſiſt the working of the ſame, till God-cea- 
ſed to ſtrive with them (for their Salvation :)So their being with- 
out Faith, and periſhing for want of it, * was of themſelves, and 
the Lord God, and Chriſt, and the Spirit of Truth was and .is 
clear of them and all ſuch. 

It would be blaſphemous to ſay, that it was God's will that 
they ſhould have no Faith, (though he cxyed Wo againſt them, 


becauſe they omitted it,and condemned them for not being found 
in 
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inft.) But it is no very ſtrange thing that all men have net Faith, 
ſeeing many in former Apes, and divers in this bave made SHIP- 
WRACK of the true Faith which they ONCE HAD. The 
Apoſtle Paul charged Timothy to Hold FAITH and a GOOD 
CONSCIENCE, which ſome having put AWAY, concerning 
Faith h.xve made Shipwrack,1 Tim.1.15,! g. Moreover Paul laid 
to Tiwothy, The Spirit ſpeaks expreſty, that in the latter Times 
ſome ſhall depart from the Fauh, git#ng heed to ſeducing Spirits, 
ard Dottrines of Devils, ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocriſie, having 
ther Conſcience ſeared with 4 hot ;ron ; forbidding to Marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from Meats, &c. 1 Tim. 4.1,2,;. More- 
over Paul told T wmotby that Hymenews and Philetia had erred, 
&e. who had overthrown the Faith of ſome, fee 1 Tim. 2.18, 
Again, Paul faid to Timothy, Hold faſt the form of ſound Words, 
which then haſt heard of me in FAITH and Love=—=ths thou 
knoweſt, that all they which are im Alta be turned away from me, 
2 Tim-1.13.15. Again,O Timothy,keep that which u committed to 
thy TRUST, avoiding prophane and vain Bablings, and oppoſits- 
ons of Science ( falſly ſo called) which ſome profiling have exred 
concerning the Faith, 1 Tim. 6. 20, 21. 

Reader, thus it dot! plainly appear, that thoſe who once 
had the true Faith did depart from it, and fell inte Apoſtacy, and 
ſo made Shipwrack of that Faith which the Spirit of Truth had 
begotten in them, and ſuch became as Trees twice Dead plucked 
up by the Roots, &c. and as wandring Stars, (or wandring 
reſtleſs Spirits) for whom is reſerved the miſt of Darkneſs for- 
ever, aSits written in the holy Scriptures, the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of ſuch were grown very hard, benumed and greatly in- 
ſenſible,cyen anſwering in a Spiritual ſenſe that ſaying,viz.Having 
their Conſciences feared with a hot Iron, ſuch are forward and 
bold to commit Sin with pleaſure and greedineſs, and to make a 
mock at true Tendernelſs, holy Fear and true Watchfulneſs, and 
at the godly Sorrow, and unfeigned Repentance of thoſe whole 
Hearts God hath broken by his Righteous Judgments, through 
the effeual operation of the Word of FAITH, which is to be 
known nigh in the Heart an! = the Mouth, which Word is as a 


Hammer 
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Hammer to break the hard Heart, and as an Ax or Sword to 

cut down the Luft and Wickedneſs thereof, and as a Fire to burn 

up the fame, and as a ſtrong Wind to erive away the Aſhes there- 

of. Wo,wo to the Ranters and Atheiſts, ho have fold themſelves 

to work Wickednel: with greedinels, who make a Mock at God 

& at his Works in Judgment ard ia Mercy unto the Children of 
men,who ſport themſelves in their Deviliſh prophane Converſa- 

tions; wo to them, it had been better for them that they had not 

been Born : And wo to all Apoſtates who are departed from the 

true Faith, which they once had, who have ſinned out the 

Day of Gods tender Viſitation .to them, who are the Trees 

twice dead, pluckt up by the Roots, whoſe end is to be burned; 

it had been better for them that they had net had Faith, then 
after they hadit, todepart fromit. Therefore let all People, 
who have not ſinned out the day of God's tender Viſitation, 
HEAR and Fearthe mighty God, who is a conſuming Fire unto 
the Wicked, as itS written; and let all ſuch bow their Hearts 
and Minds unto God's ſearching Spirit and Word nigh in their 
Hearts; anJ1 that wilt work true Faith, and encreaſe the ſame, 
and will preſerve them from making Shipwrack of Faith; and it 
will beget a good tender Conſcience, and it will continue and 
uphold the ſame in all thoſe who continue to HEAR and Fear the 
living God, who as the Apoſtle faith, 1s the Saviour of all men ; 
but eſpccially of thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. 4.16. His Sun ſhines 
upon the Evil and the Good, and hi. Rain falls upon the Juſt and 
the Unjuſt; he is good unto the Unthankful and to the Evil, as 
is ſhewed before : So God ſens and gives his Mercies unto the 
Wicked and Rebellious (in ſome degree) not only in things 
np, but alſo in things Spiritual (as is largely fhewed in 
this Book) fo that inthe day of Gods. Viſitation unto them, he 
is a Saviour unto them, and faves and preſerves them f. qm De- 
ſtruion- and hedoth ſuffer long to lead the Wicked to Repen- 
tance, wholaith, 4s Tlive, I have ne pleaſure in the Death (or 
Damnation or Deſtruftion) of te Wicked, but that the Wicked 
ſhould turn and live. But when they will not turn unto. him. in 
the day of his Long-ſuffering and tender Viſitation, he Caſts 
them out of his favour ſorever.; as Chriſt hath ſaid unto the 
Goats 
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Goats fet on the Left Hand,G E- A ſed intoeverlaſting Fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil & his Angels.ThcCounſe! of r':1e holy Choſ is, 
Seck ye the Lord while he MAY be found; call upon bim while he us 
NEAR,Ifa.55.6. Again, They hated Knowledge, ard aid NOT 
CHUSE the fear of the Lord; thry would NONE of my Counſel; 
they deſpi/gd all my Reproof : therefore ſhall they eat of the F1 uit of 
their own wayes,and be filled with their own Devices; For the tu; ning 
AWAY of the Simple ſhall SLAY them,and the Prophec1ing of Fools 
ſhall DESTROY them. Zur whoſo kearkeneth unto ME ſhaf 
dwell SAFELY, and ſhalt be QUIET from FEAR of Euil,Prov. 
1.29, 30, 31, 32, 33+ 
In Roman: the firſt Chapter, the Apoſtle Pau/lpeuks largely 
concerning fo.ne,who, When they knew God, they did NOT «lo- 
riſie bw AS God, neither were THANKFUL ; bat became vain 51 
their Imazinations, ard their fooliſh Hearts were darkened : they 
changed the Glory of the Incorruptible God into an IMAGE made 
like to corruptible Alan, and to Birds, and Fore footed Beaſts, 
and Creeping things ;, wherefore Gcd gave them up to Uncleaneſs, 
— Who changed the Truth of Ced tnto a Lye (or rather for a 
Lye) and worſhipped and ſerucd the Creature, more than the 
Creator, who ts bleſſed forever, Amen. And they became H A- 
TERS of Ged, -and cven as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them up to a Reprobate mind, &c. 
Sbch become like the deaf Acder that Rtopeth his Ear, which 
will not hearken to ite Voice of Charmers, Charming ne- 
ver 1o wiſely, fee Pſa'm 55. 4,5- The Apoſtle Paw! ſaith, 
Trjbulation and Anz uh upon every Soul of man that doth Evil , 
of the Jew firft, andalſo of the Gentile, for there is NO reſpeft 
of PERSONS with God, Rom. 2. 9, 1 1. but Glory, Honour and 
Peace to every man that WORKETH Good, to the Jew firſt, and 
alſots the Gzntile, ver. 10. Chriſt ſaid concerning the Wicked 
This Peoples Heart 1; waxed groſs, and ther Ears aredult of hear- 
ing, and their Eycs THEY havecloſed, &c. : 
Note Reader, by what is above written, it doth plainly ap- 
pear, that there is a time when man may ſeek after God and find 
him, and have eternal Salvation given by him; yea, there is a 
time when HE,is near,aad then he being call'd upon will hear and 
anſwer; Burif manIN his SELF-WILL, carclefnefs and neg- 
ligence REFUSE tis ſcafonable time, then he may ſeck, 
ang 
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and NOT find, call, and NOT be anſwered. Therefore 

blefſ:dareall they who prize and imbrace the time and day of 

|  Gads tender Viſitation, wko ſaid, TO day, if ye will hear my 

| Voice, HARDEN NOT your Hearts, &c. Again, They that 

| hated Knowledge, who did NOT CHUSE his fear ; thele did 
harden their Hearts, contrary to the will and mind of God : 
they ſer at naught ALL bis Counſe!, and would have NONE of 
his Reproof, Therefore, ſaith God, they ſhall eat the Fruit of 
their own wayes, &c. For the turning away of the Simple ſhall ſlay 
or deſtroy them, &c. But, faith God, whoſo hearkeneth unto me 
ſhall aweli Jfeyyend ſhall be quiet from fear of evil. O bleſſed & 
happy are all they who INCLINE their Ears,& diligently hear- 
ken unto his Voice,and obey the fame; with ſuch he will make an 
everlaſting Covenant, and will give unto them the ſure Mprcies 
of David: hewill give them unfeigned Repentance,as he gave 
unto him, and forgiveneſs of their Sins,as he did unto him, yea, 
he will remove their Sins as far from them,as the Eaſt is from the 


Weſt, ”/al.103.12. Iſa. 55: 3- 


ObjeR. Its written, ſome are ſenſual , not having the Spirit, and 
they who have not the Spirit cannot have Faith ; for faith us the 
fruit of the Spirit, and thoſe who have not the Spirit, they have not 
faith, and theſe who have not faith cannot be ſaved : Therefore 
all ſuch God did ordain or fore-appoint to be damned before they 


were Born. 


Anſw.1 have before largely and clearly proved,that Gods will 
is,that all men might be favecthe calls to all the ends of the Earth 
to look unto himlaying, Look unto we and be ye ſaved. He giveth 
alla Day and Tipe of Viſitation, wherein they may all ſeek him 
andfind him, call upon him, and be heard and anſwered by him, 

4 and receive inhis tender Mercy everlaſting Salvation. 

It is true that the holy Man of God hath faid, that ſome of 
Old did (& I ſay many, pow do) ſeparate themſelves, Senſual, not 
having the-Spirit; but this doth NOT at all prove,that fuch never 
had the Spirit, (in any meaſure) but the Scriptures of Truth do 
clearly prove the contrary : For the Lord gave his Spirit unto 

Saul, but becauſe of his Diſobedienee and Rebellion againſt the 


Lord 


(45) 

Lord;the Spirit of the Lord departed from Sawl,and an evil <pi- 
rit troubled him, &c. fee i Chron. 16. 14. Ani Saul laid, The 
Lord is departed from me, Chap. 28.15. When David had 
ſmned againſt God in the caſe of Uriah, he greatly lamented 
and unfeignedly Repented of his Sin, and prayed unto the Lord, 
ſzying, Caſt me not away fromthy preſence, and take NOT thy 
holy Spirit from me, Plalm 51. 11. Read the Pſalm through. 

Ct-riſt ſaid concerninz the unfaithful Servant, Take therefore 
the Talent from HIM, and give it to him that hath ten Talents: 
for to every ore that hath, ſha# be given, and he ſhall have abur.- 
dance; but from him that hath not, ſhall le taken away even that 
he HATH, Matth. 25. 28, 29. Chap. 13 12. Mark 4. 25. 

' Note Reader, here it plainly appeareth S«#l had the Spirit 
of God, and it departed frem him, becauſe of his Diſobedience 
and Rebellion againſt God : Goddid not will or fore-appoiat 
that Saul ſhould rebell againſt him; for after his Rebell:- 
on, the Word of the Lord came unto the Prophet Samnel, 
laying, Jt repenteth ME that 1 have ſet up Saul to be King, for he 
u turned BACK from following me, and hath not performed my 
Commandments; {ee 1 Chron. 15.10,11. David whoſucceed- 
ed Saul in the Kingdom, did ſee that God took his Spirit away 
from him becauſe ot his D:ſobedience and Rebellion, and there- 
fore when David had committed that great Sin againſt Godin 
the caſe of Uriah and his Wife, dread, tersor and fear fſeifed 
upon him, he was afraid that God would take his Spirit from 
him,as he did from Sa#l; but in the BO WEDNESS of his Heart 

| he fell under the righteous Judgments of the Lord, and cryed 
unto him, ſaying, Create in ME « new Heart, O God, and renew 
IN ME # right Spirit: Waſh me, and I hall be whiter than Snow ; 
caſt me not away from thy preſence; take NOT thy holy Spirit from 
ME. Heunfeignedly Repented, God heard his Petition, par- 
doned- his Iniquity , and received him gracioully : He laid, 
Adakhs me to hear Foy and Gladneſs, that the Bones which thou 
haſt broken may rejoyce : Reſtore to me the joy of thy Salvation,and 
uphold me with thy free Spirit, &c. 

Chriſt ſheweth in the Parable of the ſloathful or unprofitab'e 


Servant(who hid his Lords Money in the Earth,who doth not im- 
| N prove 
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prove that little whichGod doth give him)that he ſhall never be - 
made a Steward of much,nor enjoy much,but that ſhall be taken 
from him which he hath, an1 he ſhall be caſt into uttter Dark- 
neſs, where there is Weeping and Wailing, and Graſhing of 
Teeth. Therefore blefſed are all they who dcipiſe NQT the 
day of ſmall things, who deſpiſe net the {alleſt, the loweſt, or 
leaſt appearance or manif. ſtation of God, but do thankfully re- 
ceive and improve the ſame, in obeyinz ard following God, ac- 
cording to the underſtanding, ſtrength and ability which God 

hath given them ; ſuch ſhall grow in Righteouſnels and Holinefs 
as the Willows by the Water Courſes, as the Trees by the Ri- 
vers of Water, which bring forth their Fruit in due ſeaſon: 

But as for the Wicked, who deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, who 

improve not that little that God hath given them, There & no 
Peace to them, (aith the Lord God, they ſhall be like the Chaff 
which the Wind driveth to and fro. God #« a Spirct, as Chriſt 

faith, Hu preſence filleth Heaven and Earth, as its written, he 

is Qmnipreſent, or preſent in all places. 

Note Reader, belides what | have ſhewed before, how God 
taketh his Spirit from the Rebelliousz I further ſay, it may be 
properly ſaid, that man hath net the Spirit when be believeth 
not therein,neither obeyeth it, & c. andſo is not governed by it, 
and therefore no real Poſſeſſor of it, NOT being in UNION with 
it in this latter ſenſe he enjoyeth it not, he hath not Reſt & Peace 
init, becauſe he believeth not nor obeyeth itz yet this Spirit of 
Truth en!ightneth his Soul infome degree, by which he is Con- 
vinced of his Sin, and reproved for it infecret THEREBY, and 
in this ſence of God's Omnipreſence,«David ſaid unto God, Whi- 
ther ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall 1 flee from thy pre- 
ſence? If I aſcend up into Heaven, thou art there, if I make my 
Led in Hell, behold thou art there, &c: Plalm 139. 7, 8. 
The Apoſtle Fobn writeth thus, viz. Whoſoever tranſqreſ- 

ſeth and abideth rot inthe Doftrine of Chriſt, hath wat God; 
he that abideth inthe DoTrine of Chriſt he hath both the Father and 
the Sen; ſce 2 Fohn1.9. Here Fobn ſheweth, that thoſe who 
ds Tranſgref Chriſt's Dorine,have not God (who is a Spirit) 
ruling over them, governing them : but vlioſe who A oy 
A”, 
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Chriſt's Doctrine are governed by the Lord God ; and ſuch haye 
both the Father and the Son, as the ApoVe ſaith. 


- ObjeAt. Many ſhall ſeek to enter the Kingdom of Ged, and ſhall 
not be able, therefore ( thoſe who ſeth, and are net able to enter the 
Kingdom) were ordained by the Lord God to be damned before they 
were Born, and caſt into Hell, 


Anſw. This is a groſs miſtake: One ſaid unto Chriſt, Lord 
are there few that be Fred ? and he ſaid unto them, Serrive to en- 
ter in at the ftrait Gate, for many, 1 ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter 
m, end ſhall not be able. When once the Maſter of the Houſe 
riſen up, and hath ſhut to the Door, and ye begin to ſtand without 
and to kyock_at the Door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto wa, 
and be ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto you, I know you not, &c,*Then 
ſhalt ye begin to ſay, We have eaten and drunken in thy preſence, 
and thou haſt taught in our Streets ; but he ſhall ſay, I tell you, [ 
know you not, &c, Depart from me all ye workers of Iniquity, Luke 
13.23, 24425, 20, 27. | 

Note Reader, Chrift did NOT tell him, who asked, if few 
were SAVED, that many (n»,nor that any) were ordained to 
be damned before they were Born, nor yet that few were ſaved, 
but exhorted in general, ſaying, Strive 20 enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate, &c. This he knew they might do, before the Door was 
ſhut againſt them : But when once the Maſter of the Houfe was 
riſen upand hath ſhut the Door againſt them, then thoſe that 
weuld enter wit) their Sins, their Night-Garments, their vo- 
luntary Humility, or vain feigned ſhews of Humility and their 
Will-worſhip, their Self-righteoulnes, which is as filthy Rags 
and as menſtruous Cloth, and their.polluted lang Prayers in Hy- 
pocrifie,and their MEER Fleſhly Eating and Drinking,and Car- 
nal Waſhings, boaſting and gloryivg in the Fleſh, in oppoſition 
toand hatred againſt the Spirit of God and Chriſt, yea, in De- 
rifion and Mockageat the lame z theſe could not enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate, but muſt be caſt out into the Lake of Endleſs miſery, 

where there is Weeping, and Wailing,and Gnaſhing of Teeth : 

Remember this, all you who call upon God and Chriſt with 

your 
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your Mouthes and Lips, but your Hearts are far from him, fol-' 
! 


lowing the Luft of the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eye, and the- 
Pride of Life, who-ſpend away your precious time in Pride, 
Coretouſneſs, Envy,- Wrath, Strife, Drunkennels, Glutronny, 
Whoredoms, Oaths and Curſing, ungodly Laughter, vain 
Talking and idle -Jeſting, Sports, ungodly Ylays and Games, 
Revellings and Dancings, Whiſperings and Back-biteings, Ly- 
ws and SlanJring, evil{maginations and Thoughts, an4 abomi- 
nable Idolatries ; The BARE Name of Chri/t:an will not profit 
you any thing, while you are out of the true Chrifian Faith 
and Obedience, in Rebellion againſt Chrift : O that-you would 
con{ider your latter end / O that you wouid feek atter God ! O 
that you would unfeignedly ſeek Repentance; there is Mercy 
with od that he may. be feared, and fought after BY YOU, 
while the Day of your Viſitation lafteth, before the Door of 
Mercy be FOREVER ſhut againſt you - but if you will STILL 
g00ninyour Wickednels, you will ina very little TIME grow 
RIPE for Vengeance, and the Lord will CERTAINLY be 
| TOO ſtrong for you, and will cut 
For 44 many 44 areledby you down as in a moment, and will 
the Spirit of God, they are bring you into everlaſting Puniſh- 
the Sons of God, the Spirit ment, as the juſt reward of your 
it ſelf bearath witnef with wicked ungodly Works, Word:, 
our Spirits, that we arethe Imaginations and Thoughts. . For 
Children of God, Rem. 8. the holy Ghoſt ſaith by the Mouth 
14,16. of the holy Apoſtle Pani, Be NOT 
drcerved, God is not mocked, for 
whatſoever 4 man ſoweth that ſhall be alſo reap ;, he that ſeweth 
fo the Fleſh ſhell of the Fleſh reap Corruption ; *. he that ſeweth . 
to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. If you live 
after tke-Fleſh, you ſhall DYE ; but if youthrough the Spirit mor- 
tifie the Deeds of the Body, then ſhall you L'VE. Hu Servants 
you are to whom you yield your ſelves Servants to OBEY, whether 
it.beof SIN unto Death, or of OBEDIENCE wnto Righteouſneſs, 
Gal, 6-7, 8. Rom. 6.16. and 8.13. Aforeover, mortifie your 
Members, which are uponthe. Earth, Fornication, Une'eanueſs, 
inordinate AffeTion,evil Concupiſcence and Coverouſneſ, which #6 
Idolatry, 
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1dolatry, for which THINGS. SAKE the Wrath of God cometh on 
the Ghuldrex of Diſobedience, inthe which ye a'ſo walked SOME 
TIME, when ye lived IN them: but now ye alſo put of ALL 
theſe, Anger, Wrath, MALICE, BLASPHEMY, filthy Com- 
munication ext of your Mouth; Lye NOT one to another, &c, 
Pat ou CHARITY, which « the bond of PERFECTNESS, and 
let the PEACE of Godrule in your Hearts, re the which YOU 
are alſocalled in one Body ;, and be ye thankful, &c. Col. 3. 5,6, 
7, 8,9,.14, 15. Read the Chapter through. Again, *Beye 
© therefore Followers of God as dear Children, and walk in 
« Love, as-Chriſt alſs hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for 
«© us an_Offcring aad Sacrifice to God, for a ſweet ſmelling fa- 
© your: but Fornication and ALL Uncleannefs, or Covetouſ- 
©nels, let it NOT ONCE be named among ye, &s. neither 
« Filthineſs nor fooliſh TALE ING, nor JESTING, which are 
©net convenient, but rather giving of Thanks. For rhis you 
«KNOW, THAT NO Whoremonger, NOR Unclean Pecr- 
«© ſans, NOR Covetous man which is an Idolater, hath ANY 
Inheritance IN the Kingdom of Chriſt and of God. Let no 
© Man deceive you with VAIN Words; for becauſe of theſe 
© things cometh the Wrath of God upon the Children of Dilo- 
« bedience; be NOT yt therefore partakers with them : for 
© ye were SOMETIMES DARENESS, but NOW ARE YE 
«LIGHT IN THE LORD; walk as CHILDREN of the 
«LIGHT (for the FRUIT of the Spirit IS IN ALL GOOD- 
«NESS, and Righteouſneſs, and Truth) and have NO fellow- 
« ſhip with the unfruitful WORKS of Darkneſs, BUT rather 
© reprove them : For itis a SHAME even to SPEAK of tho'c 
« things which are done of them IN SECRET ; but ALL things . 
© thati are reproved,. are made manifeſt BY the LIGHT ,. for 
* WHATSOEVER DOTH make manifeſt IS LIGHT. Where- 
f fore he faith, AWAKE thou that SLEEPEST, and arilc 
«from the DEAD, and Chriſt ſhall give thee LIGHT, Ephe/. 
$- tothe 14. Read the Chapter through. Morcover, the Au- 
thos to the Hebrews faith by the holy Ghoſt or Spirit, * Follow 
Peace withall men, and Holineſs, without which no man ſhall 
\ ſee the Lord, looking — leſt any mat! fail-of the Grace 
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* of God,or FALL from IT, Y As in the Margin before) © Leſt 
* any Root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and THERE- 
* BY many be defiled; left there be any Fornicator, cr PRO- 
*PHANE Perſon as Eſax, WHO for one morſel of Meat ſold 
6 his Birth-right, Heb. 12. 14, - 5, 16. 

Note Reader, this is WORTHY of thy obſervation, tat 
Eſau SOLD his Birth-right ; and the following words of the 
Apoſtle are theſe (viz. Yo» kyow (faith he) that afterward, 
WHEN he would have inherited the BLESSING, be was RE- 
FECTED, &c. ver. 17: 

Note, here the holy Goft renders Eſax a Prophane Per- 
ſon,and rendereth the SELLING and defpiſing of his Birth-right 
as a proof of his Prophaneneſs,for which he was reje&ed of God, 
and could not inherit the Bleffing,' thaugh he Afterwards ſought 
it, &c. The holy Ghoſt or Spirit ſaid by 47oſes, Thus Eſau de- 
fſpiſed bu Birth-right, Gen. 25. 34. God did not fore-appoint 
Fſanto bea ©. hh or wicked man; he did not fore-appoint 
him teſerve and obey the Devil, the Original and ſt cauſe of all 
Prophanencls and Wickedneſs. lt is written, that Ahab SOLD 
HIMSELF to work Wickednels in the fight of the Lord, 1 Kings 
21.25, 20.* So Wickedneſs and Prophaneneſs alwayes procced- 
ed from the Devil, and CORRUPT SELF, but all Purity and 
Holineſs proceeds from God, who is everlaſtingly Holy : his 
command unto all People is, Be ye Holy, for I the Lord your 
God am Holy : Without Holinefs no man ſhall ſce the Lord, asfaith 
the holy Ghoſt; and alſo faith, Hoelinef becomes the Lords Houſe 
forever. God DID NOT SELL Eſau to work Wickednefs,but 
he fold himſelf, or gave up himſelf to the Original of wicked- 
neſs, the Devil ; for after he was corrupted by him who is 
the Original of all Prophancneſs and Wickedneſs; he deſpiſed 
his Birth-right, and ſold it for a Meſs of Pottage, and after he 
had done this God re;ced him; but before this, he had & day 
or time of Viſitation, in which he might have catred into Reft 
and Peace with God. In the Prophecy of Obediah there is 
much” faid concerning Eſax and his Houſe, Family or Off- 
ſpring, the Edomies, (as I have ſhewed betore in this Book) 
God {aid to Eſau IN HIS Generation, The Pride of thine _ 
ath 
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bath decerved thee © how ave KERN of Eſau ſcarched out ! bow 
are his bidden things ſought up! &c. For the Violence againſt thy 
Brother Jacob ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thox ſhalt be cut off fore- 
ver : Thou ſhould]t NOT have rejoyced over the Children of Judah 
in the day of their Deſiruttion, NEITHER ſhouldft thou have ſpoken 
proudly in the day of Diſtreſs : thou ſhonldſt NOT have entred ints 
the G ate of my People inthe day of their Calamity, &c. NOR hare 
4aid hand «n therr SUBSTANCE #n the day of their Calamity, NE1- 
THER ſhouldſt chox have STOOD in the eroſs way,ts CUT OFF 
thoſe of him that dideſcape;, NEITHER ſbouldft thunx bave deli- 
wered up thoſe of bus, that did rem1n in the day of Diſtreſs: AS 
thou baft don: it ſhah be done unts thee;, thy REWARD ſhall turn 
wpon thy o:n Head &c. Ard the Houſe of Jacob ſhallbe a Fire, «nd 
the Houſe of Joſeph a Flame, andthe Houſe of Elau for Stubble, 
&c. Obcd. 3.6,10,12,1 3,14,15,' 8. This Prophecy of Obed:ah 
is but one Chapter, read it through. 

Notc Reader, here God plainly telis E/ax in his Seed and Ge- 
neration, of the many at&t of Pride and Cruelty which he Cid, 
which he ſhould not have done, and becauſe he did them, God 
was angry with him, and therefore rejeed him, and cut him 
off, and xeturned a reward, upon him according to bis evil 
works: So Eſa«'s ruin, miſery and deſtruftion was of him- 
ſelf, the effet and reward of his own rebellious evil Works, 
which the Devil/not God)was theOriginal and cauſe of,andGod 
was andis juſtin his righteous Judgments that he brought upon 
- him, and whick he brings upon all fuch. 

Moreover concerning ftriving to enter into the Kingdom, &c. 
Paxl in the holy Ghoſt ſaith, And if « man alſo ſtrive for maſtery, 
yet u be not crowned(or gaineth not Vittory)except he ftrrve awful, 
2 Tim. 2.5,Now all who ftrive lawfully to enter the Kingdom of 
God, they muſt ſtrive ONLY in the divine heavenly Spirit, or 
Word of God, whereby every one that cometh into the Wor'd 
are cnlightned(in ſome meaſure or degree) to know Geod from 
Evil, according to Fobr 1. 9, 8,12. & 12.46. Fſalm27.1, 
2 Sam.22.29. /ſa. 60,20. Luke 2.32. Aﬀs1:.47. Jobn 3.19, 
20. Epheſ.5.8,13- 2 Cor. 4.6, 7. Epbeſ. 1.18. Chiiſt faith, 
God is 4 Spirit, and they who Wor ſhip him, muſt Worſhip him in 
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the Spirit and in the Trath;, for ſuch the Father ſeeketh to Way» 
ſhip bim, &c. Fohn4.23,24. God is Light, and in him « na 
Darkneſs at all; If we ſay, we have fellowſbip with bim, and 
walk in Darkneſs, we Lye and de not the Truth; but sf we walk. 
inthe Light, as he 14 in the Light we have fellowſhip a6 with an- 
other, and the Blood of Feſua Chriſt his Son cleanjeth ws from alt 
Sin, 1-Jotni. 5, 6,7. Chriſt ſaith, 7 amthe Light of the World, 
he that followeth me ſhall not walk in Darkzef, but be ſhall have the 
Light of Life, John 8.12. The Apoftle Peter by the holy Ghoſt 
gave a true Relation of the Voice which he & others heard from 
the excellent Glory, concerning Chriſt Jeſus, faying, This « 
my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleaſed, &c. After he had 
given this true Relation, he further* faid, We have alſo a more 
* ſure Wordof Prophecy, wherennts' 

Note, here the Darkneſs ye do well that ye take beed as ito 
is within, in the Heart of @ Light that ſhines in a dark place, 
man in the Fall, and the will the Day dawn, and the Day 
Light ſhines to expell the Star ariſe in your Hearts, 2 Pet. 
Darkneſs within,& the Day 1. 17, 18, 19. Jn the beginning 
is to dawn,and the Day-ftar was the Word, and the Word was 
Is to ariſe in the darkened with.God, andthe Word was God, 
fallen mans Heart. the ſame was in the beginnung with 

God; all things were made by hiew, 
and without hins was not any thing made, that was made : wn him 
mas Life, and the Life was the L1ght of men,and the Light ſhincth 
in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehended it not. 

Take notice Reader, God u Light, God us @ Spirit;, Chriſt # 
the Light of the World, as he faith, yea, the true Light that 
lighteth every one that cometh into the World. There was a Man ſent 
from God, whoſe Namewas John, the ſame came for a Witneſs, 
tobear witneſs of the Light,that ALL MEN through him might 
believer, be (to wit, John) was not that Light,but was ſent to bear 
witneſs of that Light, which was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh intothe World: he was inthe World, and 
the World was made by him, and the World knew him not : he came 
unto bis own, and higewn received him not;, but 4s many 4s reces- 


wed him, to them he gave power to becowe the Sons of God, &e. 
| which 
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which, were. Borp net of Blood, 44 of the-will of the Fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God, 1.John1. to verl, 14. 

Note Reader, Chriſt in his Divinity, as he is the Word 
which was ig the beginning, by whom all things was made, he 
is the tuue divine Light, who lighteth every man that cometh 
into World ; Hefaid unto the World, whom he enlightneth, 
Believe 3 the Light, that ye may be the Children of the Light. 
The Children of the Light are the Children of God; for & 
i5 Light, as is ſhewed betore, This holy Apoſtle ?ohn ſaid, The 
Light fhined in Darkneſs, aud the Darkneſs comprehendeth it nor. 
Therefore was Fohn the Bapriſt icnt From God ta bear witnels 
tothat Light, which ſhineth in Qarkneſs, that all men through 
him might believe; mark, all being enlightned by Chriſt, who 
is given for a Light to the Gentiles, and to be Gods Salvation to 
the ends of the Earth (forſo it is written of him by the Holy 
man) thexefore Gods will is that all People, Male and Female, 
may bclieyc in the Light, wherewith Chriſt hath enlightned 
them: this Light being believed in giveth to fee Chriſt, and 
leads to him the giver of it, and to Gad the Father of Lights, 
with whom is no variableneſs, nar ſhadow of turning or 
changing, as ſaith the holy Apoſtle. Mankind in the fall and 
alienation frora Gad in their Sin, are darkened by the God of 
the Wortd who hath blinded their minds : Man in that ſtate 
is ſaid to be Darkneſs. The Apoftle Paul ſaith, For ye were 
ſemetimes Darknef, but naw are ye Light in the Lord; walk as 
Children of the Light : for the Fruits of the Spirit ts in all Good- 
neſs, and Righteouſneſs, and Truth, Ephel. 5.8, 9. And fo 
here the Light and Spirit axe joyned togethes by the _ Apoſtle 
whoſe Fruits are one, their Teſtimony and Work one; and 
they are one as God, who is Light and Spirit is one, and 
not divided. For God being a Spirit and Light, and Chrift 
as he is the divine Word, is God, is Light, is a quickening Spi- 
rit ; ſo the Light and Spirit floweth from the Father, in and 
through his Son, and thereby are all men enlightned, to know 
Good from Evil (in ſome degree or meaſure) this Light is the 
Condemnation of all them that hate it. Chriſt ſaith, Thu « the 
Condemnation, that Light i come intothe World, and men love 

; P | Darkneſs 


> Darkveſs Yan"; be Baf their -Ditds were Evil; for 
| one tha tor Soil bdddih the Light; neither cometh to the 
| 2% bt; Teſt bis deed ſhould be reproved: but every one that doth 
T#hth cometh to the Light, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, 


rhat they are'wrought in Ged, John 3.1 9,20,27. To be turned to 
* rhis Light ;isthe great andweighty: concern of the fallen darkened 
"Sons & Dabghters bf Adam, and therefore? was that great and 
* Faithful ProphetJh» the Bapriſt,ſent ts bear witnels of the Light, 
' that all menmight believe; here is none fore-ordained of God 
"to be Unbelievers; here none is Reprobated by him before they 
*were. Born *. Chriſt according to the Fleſh dyed for al}; yea, his 
"Foul was tade,an Offcting ferSin ; "by his divine Life and Spi- 
©rit he enlightiieth all - 'Ze is rhe Propitiation, ſaith' the Apoſtle 
Pohn, not for chr Sins only, but for the Sins of the whole World. 
"Reader, this is the COMMON Salvation that 7ade ſpeak- 
+ eth of in the begioning' $f his Epiſtle : to believe in the Light 
LEED ht cut 7 41" ag gforclaid'istruc Belief, ortrue 
- > Some who believed not in- Faith, which the Apoſtle Pani 
- Chriſt, ſaid unto him, Wheat fſpeakethof to Titm, ſaying, Ti- 
fhall we dothat we might work, tw, My on Son after the COM- 
the works of God? hefaid un- MON Faith, Grace, - Mercy & 
to them, This s the work of ' Peart from God the-Fatber, &c. 
God; to believe in bim' whom Titys 1. 4. Of this Faith Fade 
God hath ſent ;, ſee Fohn 6. ſpeaketh inhis Epiſtle, this was 
28, 29. | and is the common Faith : Fos 
. this Faith the true Chriſtians 
"ſtood -(or contended) * againft- all the falſe Faiths among the 
"Fews, and Heathen, and Apoſtate” Chriſtians; for this Faith 
do the true Chriſtrans now ftand againſt them all, and in this 
Faith is the ViRtory over all falſe Faiths, and evil things ; ſee 
1 7obn5.4: This is the true and living Faith, which is attend- 
ed with-Works of Righteouſneſs, a Godly Holy ' Converſation, 
* &c. accotding to the' Teſtimony of the Apoſtle' Fames, Thu is 
"the Farh which worketh by Love, which purifieth the Heart, the 
Myſtery of which is beld in a pure Conſcienct;, ſee 1 Tem. 3.9. In 
this Faith is the command of God kept, -who ſaith, Be ye Holy, 
for Ithe Lord your God am Hely. Inthisis the DoAtrine of t 
os holy 
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holy Apeſtle fulfilled, whe ck ſaying, As he who = 
called you is Holy 5. ſo be ye Holy in all manner of Converſation, 
1 Pet. 1.15,16. The Apoſtle Paul faith by the holy Ghoſt, God 
hath made of one Blood all Nations of men for to dwell en all the 
face of the Earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, 
and the buonds of 4beir Habitation,that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, 
&c. becauſe he hath appointed a day, in which he will udge the 
Worldin Righteo«ſnef, by that man whom he hath ordained, where+ 
of he hath geven aſſurarce unto «ll men, in that he hath raiſedhim 
from the dead. It is rendred in the Margin, He hath offered 
faith unto all men , lec As 27. 26, 31. Again, Pak 
faith to Timethy, Now the cid 'of the Commandment is Charity, or 
Love out of a PURE HEART, and of a GOOD Conſerence, 
#1:d of Faith UNFEIGNED, from which ſome having ſwarved, 
have inrned aſide unto vain Fangling, 1 Tim 1.5,6. Again, 
Paul ſaith to the Galatians, For in Chriſt Feſt, nenther Circum- 
Ccifion avai.eth any thing, nor UV) circumciſion, but FAITH which 
worketh by LOVE, fee Gal. 5.6. The Apoſtle Perer by the holy 
Ghoſt ſaith, That Ged par NO difference between the Jews and 
Gentiles, buc PURIFIED (both) their Hearts by Faith; fee 
Afts 15.6. Again, Zu! aid to the believing Thefſalorianr, 
Tour Faich GROWETH exceedingly ; fee 2 The. 1. 3. Apain, 
to the Galatians, The FRUIT of the Spirat 1S Faith, &c. ſee 
Gal. 5.22. The Apoſtle Fames fignificd by the holy Ghoſt unto 
the twelve Tribes of the Fews, the UNIVERSAL LOVE of 
God, ſaying, If any of you lack Widow, let him ath_ of Ged, 
that giveth to ALL MEN. LIBERALLY, and obraidcth NOT, 
ard it ſhalt be given him, lethim atk in Faith, nothing wavering : 
for he that wavereth i like a Wave of the Sea, driven with the 
Wind, aid toſſed, Wc. A double-minded man u unſtable in all his 
wayes, James 1.5, 6,8, Again, the Author to the Hebrews 
faith, Let wa draw wear/ with a true Heatt, 'in full afſurarce of 
Faith, having our Hearts /pr13:led from an evil Conſcretce, Qc. 
Heb. 10.22. Again, the !{zme Authors faith, Now Faith i the 
Snbſtance of things hoped 7», the evidence of things NOT ſeen, 
for by IT the Elders obtains 2a rood report : through Faith WE 
UNDERSTAND that the World was framed by the WORD of 
God 
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God.. $0 that things which are ſeen, were not made of things 
which do appear; by Faith Abe! offered unto God a more ac- 
ceptable Sactifice than Civ, &c. by Faith Noeak being warned 
of God, of things NOT een as yet, moved with fear, prepa- 
red anArk to the ſaving of his Houle,by the which he condemned 
the World, and became HEIR of Righteonfnefs, which is by 
Faith ; by Faith Abraham when he was called to go out into a 
place, which after he ſhould receive for an Inheritance, obey- 
ed, &c. fox he looked for a City which hath a Foundation, whofe 
Builder and MAKER is God; through Faith alfo Sarah recei- 
ved ſtrength to conceive Seed, and. was delivered of a Child, 
when fhe was paſt Age, BECAUSE fhe judged him faithful who 
had promiſed, therefore ſprang there even of one, and him as 
good as dead, ſo many as the Stars of the Skey in multitude, 
&c. Theſe ALL dyed IN the FAITH, &c. by Faith Abrahaw 
whenhe was TRYED offered up 1ſaxc, and he that had recei- 
ved the Promiſes, offered up his only begotten Son, (of whom it 
was {aid, In lſaac ſhall the Seed be called) accounting that God 
was ABEE to raiſe him up even fromthe DEAD, from whence 
alſo he in a Figure received him; by Faith 1/aa blefſed 7ecob and 
Eſau concerning things to come; by Faith Facob when he was 


dying bleſſed both the Sons of Foſeph ; by Faith, Aoſes when 


he was Born was hid, &c. by Faith, Afoſer when he was come 
to YEARS, refuſed to be called the Som of Pharaohs Daughter, 
CHUSING rathes to SUFFER AMi&ion with the People of 
God;than to enjoy the PLEASURES of Sinfor a SEASON, c- 
ſeeming the Repreach of Chriſt greater RICHES than the 
TREASURES in efyypr; for he had a RESPECT unto the 
Recompence of REWARD, by Faith he forſook e£gypr, NOT 
fearing the Wrath of the Kine, for he endured, as SEEING 
him who is INVISIBLE; by Faith 7/rae! pafſed through the 


' Sea,as by dry Land;&e. by Faith the Walks of Fericho fell down, 


&c. by Faith the People of God LIVED, unto HIM through 
ALL Ages, in all Afictions, Perſecution, Tortures and: Pu- 
niſhments whatſoever ;, ſee Heb. 11. read it through, Abraheaw 
believed in God, and it was counted unte bim for Righteouſnef, 
kxow ye therefore ({aith the Apoſtle) that they which are of 

Faith 
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Faith, the ſame are the chital, of Abraham. Note Reader, 
God fore-determining to juſtifie the Heathen through Faith, 
preached before the Golpel unto Abraham, laying, In thee ſhell 
all Nations be bleſſed. Se that they which be of Faith are bleſſed 
with faithful Abraham; ſce Gal. 3. 6, 7, 8, 9g. Gen. 12. 3. 
Again, Now to Abraham and his Seed was the Promiſes made : He 
ſaith not, and to Seeds as of many, but a4 of one, andto thy Seed, 
which « Chriſt ;, ſee Gal. 3.16. Which Chriſt who was of the 
Seed of David and Abraham according to the Fleſh, as he is the 
eternal word, he is the true,lpiritual and divine Light,who light- 
eth every one that cometh into the World,. according to Fohn 
1-9.& $8.12. & 13.46. as is ſhewed before. The Spirit of Truth 
which proceedeth from the Father, Fohn 15.26. and 16.8, g, 
io, 11,13. which doth Convince the World of Sin, and Reprove 
it for the ſame, IN THAT is Faith offered toall People; the 
work of that Spirit within doth give (in ſomedegree) a true ard 
real Teſtimony ia the Souls of all Men and Women that there is a 
God, unto whom Worſhip doth belong : by this Spirit God 
doth give juſt cauſe unto all Men and Women to believe in him, 
(every one in the time of their Viſitation) and if they beliexe, 
NOT, THEIR Unbetief is their SIN,which doth ſhut them out 
of the Kingdom of God, and ſuch do deſtroy themſelves, as 
God hath ſaid, O Ifrael, thon Deftroyeſt thy ſelf. There 
aredegrees or meaſures of the Spirit of Truth freely tendred 
as Gods free gift to all to profit withall; and as the mea- 
ſure or degree differeth, (not in Nature) but in meaſure or pro- 
portion, jA the enlightning of the darkned underſtanding there- 
by is greater or leſs, according to that which God hatti given,and 
the Faith wrought thereby is more or lefs accordingly, and e- 
very one that delightly improveth the little or LEAST mea- 
fare; God who is faithful to perform, hath promiſed, - that 
they ſhall be made Ruler over much, yea, they ſhall enter into 
the Joy and Peace of their Lord ;, and the Faith of ſuch diligent 
Imprevers of the little ſhall grow exceedingly, as did the Faith 
of the diligent Ones of Old, witneffed unto by the holy Apo- 
« file, as is ſhewed before. The Lord God is juſt and equal, who 
requireth Faith and Obedience according, or anſwerable. to 

Q what 


n (52) 
what hegives inall Ages and Dilpenſations, (be it more orleſ; 
(and NOT otherwiſe) for he is equal in ALL his doings, juſt in 
all his Judgments; to him be al Glory, Honour, Dominion 
= Praiſe throughout all Ages, yea, World without End, 
men. | 
Paul declared unto King Agrippa,ſaying,That Chriſt ſent him 
to the Gentiles to open their Eyes, and ts turn them from Darkneſs 
ro Light, and fromthe Power of Satan unto God, that they may 
 recerve forgiveneſs of Sins,and anInheritance among them which are 
ſantified by Faith,that £1 me (faith Chriſt) ſee As 26.14,15, 
16,17,18. Again, Paxl ſaid, We Preach net our ſelves, but 
Chriſt Feſusthe Lord, and our ſelves your Servants for Feſw ſakg : 
For God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darknefi, hath 
ſhined in onr Hearts, to givethe Light of the knowledge of the 
Glory of God inthe Face of Feſus Chriſt ;, but we havethis Trea- 
ſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the excellency of the Power may be of 
God, and not of w; ſee 2 Cor.4. 5, 6,7. Chriſt ſaid, I am the 
Light of the World; he that followeth me ſhall not walk in Dark- 
meſs, but he ſhall have the Light of Life, John 8.12. Again, Nc 
- faith, I amthe Light of the World, &c. Icame not to deſtroy the 
World, but to ſave the World", He that rejefteth me, and receij 
veth not my Words, hath one that judgeth bim; the WORD that 
Thave ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge bim at the laſt Day, John 12. 
46, 473 48. 
Note Reader, that Chriſt is the Author and Finiſher of true 
Faith, as it is written of him, Heb. 12.2. To believe in him, 
as he is the Light of the World, is txue Belief, or true Faith. 
He that believeth on him 1s not condemned, but he that b:lieveth 
not, ts condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the 
' Name of the only begotten Son of God : And this is the Condem- 
nation that Light u come inte the World, and men love Darknef 
rather then Light, becauſe thetr Deeds are evil: for every one 
that doth Evil hateth the Light, neither cometh tothe Light, leff 
his Deed ſhould be reproved;, but he that doth Truth cometh tothe 
Licht, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt that they are wrought 
#1 God: fee Fohn 3. 18,19, 20, 21. ſcealſo the 14, 15, 16,17; 
verſes, God is Light, in him is no Darkneſs at all; if we ſay 
we 
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we have fellowſhip with him, _ walkin Darknef, we Lye and 
do not the Truth;, but if we walk in the Light, as he « in the 
Light, then have we fellowſhip one with onother, and the Blood of 
Jeſws Chriſt his Son cleanſeth ua from all Sins, ſee Fohn 1. 5,6,7, 
Reader, thus it plainly, clearly and evidently appears in the 
words of the holy Scripture, that Godand Chriſt is Light, and 
by God, in and through Chriſt are a!l Men and Women en- 
lightned (in ſome meaſure or degree) to know good and evil, 
the one fromthe other; in and by this Light is true and faving 
Faith tendred or offered to ALL. They who take heed unto this 
Light, which ſhineth in their dark, ſinful Hearts (and there con- 
vinceth them of, and reproveth them for Sin) they do well, as 
ſaith the Apoſtle; fee 2 Per.1. 19. By this ſpixitual and divine 
Light which cometh trom God, whois a Spirit, in and through 
Chriſt (the ſecond Adam, who is made a quickning Spirit (as 
itis written in the Scriptures of Truth) is all true ſaving Faith 
begun, increaſed and finiſhed. Now thole who ſtrive to enter 
the Kingdom of God out of this Light and Faith, are as Thieves 
and Robbers, who will not come to Chriſt the Light, the Door 
to enter in by him, but would climb up by another way, and 
therefore muſt be caſt down; and though they'ſtrive never {o 
much in their fallen corrupt Self-will, out of the true Light and 
Spirit of God and Chriſt, yet can they not be able to enter. The 
Apoftle faith, And if 4 manſtrive for maſtery, yet ts he not crown- 
ed, except he ſtrive lawfully; ſee 2 Tim.2.5, Again, Chriſt 
compareth or likeneth che Kingdom of Heaven unto ten Virgins, 
which took their Lamps and went out to meet the Bride-groom, and 
five of them were Wiſe, and Nod Gr were Fooliſh, while the 
Bride-groom tarried they all ſlumbred, &c. and at mid-night there 
was 4 Cry made, Behold the Bride-groom cometh,go you out to meet 
him ; then al thoſe Virgins aroſe and trimed their Lamps ;, and the 
fooliſh ſaid wnto the wiſe, Give wa of your Oyl, for OUR Lamps 
are gone QUT, but the wiſe bunt ſaying, NOT ſo, &c. buy 
for your ſelves,&c.and while they went to buy,the Bride-groom came, 
and they that were ready went in with him into the Marriage, and 
the DOOR was SHUT ; afterwards came alſo the other Vir- 
fins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open 10 9, but he anſwered, and {a 
erily 
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Farily 1 ſay unto you, I know you not, Watch ye therefore, for 
ye knew notneither the Day nor the Hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh ; ſce Matth.25. to the 14. verle. | 

Note Reader, the Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto ten 
Virgins, five Wile and five Fooliſh; both wiſe and fooliſh had 
Lamps, yea; and both had Oyl (ONCE) for the fooliſh ſaid 
unto the wile, Give of your Oyl, for our Lamps are gone out; 
This ſheweth that they were once IN, lighted and burning,. but 
through floathfulnels they negleRed to renew their Lamps with 
Oyl, and fo their Lamps went out (which ſhews they were 
on:e injand they could not enter with the Bride-groom,fer the 
Door was ſhut : So will it be with the hardned Apoſtates, who 
taſted of the heavenly Gitt,and have been made*pertakers of the 
Power of the World to come, who turned from the heavenly 
Gift delivered to them, who made Shipwrack of that Faith which 
God gave them, and put away a good Conſcience which they 
once had, who have trampled the Blood of the Covenant under 
Foot, whereby they were ſanRified, who are grown paſt feeling 
wheſe Conſcience is ſeared with a hot Iren; ſuch having finned 
out the day of Gods tender Viſitation unto them, they are as 
Trees twice dead plucked up by the Roots, whoſe end is to be 
burned ; Wells without Water, Clouds without Rain, carried 
about of Tempeſts, wandring Stars, for whom is reſerved the 
miſt or blackneſs of Darkneſs forever. Enoch the ſeventh from 
Adam Prophelicd of theſe, &c. the Apoſtle Peter, and Pal, and 
7ude write of theſe in their ſeveral Epiſtles, as may be read at 
large. Though theſe,like Balaemthe Enemy of God and gf his 
People, ſhould delire to dye the death of the Righteous, and 
have their latter end like his(which is to enter into the Kingdom 
of God) and fit down in Peace andRefſt in it,yet can they not en- 
ter therein, ſeeing they have refuſed, rejeted, done deſpite 
unto, and what they can, trampled upon that blefſed Gift which 
God hath given to lead thereinte. Again, the Diſciples of Je- 
ſusſaid unto him, Declare unto us the Parable of the T ares of the 
Field:, he anſwered and ſaid unto them, ##e that ſoweth the good 
Seed is the Son of man; the Field is the World ;, the good Seed are 
the Children of the Kingdom, but the Tares are the Children 4 
# 
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the Wicked, the Enemy that ſowed them is the Devil; the Harveſt 
31 the end of the World, the Reapers are the Angels, Apain, 
Chriftſpakea Parable, and ſaid, Behold a Sewer went forth to 
Sow, and when he ſowed, ſome Seeds fell by the High-way fide, 
and the Fowls came and devoured them up; ſome fell upon 
Stony places, where they bad not mach Earth, and forth-with 
they ſprang up ;, but becauſe they ha4 not deepneſs of Earth, when 
the Sun was up they were ſcorched,and becauſe they had notRoot they 
withered away, -and fome fell among Thorns, and they ſprung up 
and choak;d them; but others felt in goed Ground, and brought 
forth Fruit, ſome an hundred Fold, ſome ſixty Fold, ſome thirty 
Fold. And Jeſus faid, Hear ye therefore the Parable of the Sow- 
er, when any one beareth the Word of the Kingdom, and under- 
ſtandeth it not then cometh the wicked one,and catcheth away that 
which was ſownin his Heart ;, this is be which received Seed bythe 
way ſide : but he that received the Seed into Stony places, the ſame 
5s he that heareth the Word, and anon with Foy recarueth it, yet 
hath be not Root in himſelf, but dureth for a while;, for when T4. 
bulation or Perſecution arsſeth becauſe of the Ward, by and by 
he is offended, he alſothat received Seed among the Thorns, u be 
that heareth the Word, and the cares of this World, and the de- 
ceitfulneſs of Riches choak the Word, and he becometh Unfruu- 
ful: But hethat received the Seed into the good Ground, u he 
that in an honeſt and good Heart, having heard the Word, keeps 
it, and brings forth Fruit with patience, ſee Matth. 1*. Luke 
8.15. Again, The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Net that 
wes caſt into the Sea, which when 1t was full they drew ts Shove, 
and gathered the good into Veſſels, but caſt the bad away, ſo ſhall 
it be at the end of the Werld, the Angels ſhall come forth, ard 
ſever the Wicked from among the Juſt, and ſhall caſt them into 
the Furnace of Fire, there ſhall be Weeping, and Wailing, and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth. Again, Jeſus ſpake a Parable, and laid, 4 
certain man made 4 great Supper, &c. and ſent his Servant at 
Supper-time, to ſay to them that were bidden, Come, for all things 
are-now ready: and they all with one conſent began to make ex- 
enſe;, the firſt ſaid uvto him, 1 have bought 4 piece of Ground, 


I muſt needs no and ſee it, I pray thee have me excuſed; and ans- 
| R they 
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ther ſaid, E have bought five Toke of Oxen, I go to provethem, 1 
pray thee have me excnſed;, and another ſaid, | have marricd 4 
Wife, and therefore I cannot come, 8c. And he ſaid, that none of 
thoſe which were bidden ſhall tafte of my Supper, ſee Luke 14. 16. 
to the 24. verſe. And Jeſus ſaid, Whoſcever doth not bear his 
Croſs, and come after me, cannot be my 1 4 ciple. Again, 1 ho» 
ſeever ne be of you that forſaketh net all that heath, he caz;not be 
my Diſciple, venle 25. 33, | s 

Note Reader,the Seed that is ſown in ALL thefe ſeveral ſorts 
of Ground is of ONE ard the SAME Nature (to wit,g00d) as 
it is written. The Righteouſneſs which is of Faith ſpeaketh on 
this wile, Say not in thy Weart, Who ſhall aſcend ug to Hearen, 
that is, to fetch Chriſt from above,or who ſhall deſcend into the acep, 
ro bring Chriff up again fromthe Dead, or mho ſhall go beyond the 
Sea to fetch the Word unto uw, that we may hear it and do it, but 
what ſaith it, The word is NIGH THEE, even in thy Heart, 
andin thy Month, that thou mayſt do it ;, lee Dent. 30.11, 12, 
13,14, 15. Rom.10.6, 7, 8. This good Sced is ſown onall thele 
* leveral forts of Grounds, for ONE and the tame cauſe or end, 
even that it might take deep Rootin all, andbring forth Fruat in 
all: and the Lord God in mercy to all Men anc Women,doth put 
them in a condition & give them a time, in which it is poſſiblefor 
this Word, the good Seed to take deep Root in their Hearts, 
and te bring forth Fruit INALL, ſomethirty, ſome {ixty,ſome 
an hundred Fold: He can as he hath promiſed, take away the 
Stony Heart, and renew a right Spirit and Mind. God makes 
none of theſe Grounds evil or bad, but the Devil:doth it ; but. 
God can change them from evil or bad into the good z he can cut 
them out of the wild Olive, and plant them in* Chriſt the 
true Vine. But it is not wholly impoſſible that men and wo- 
men, through their Self-willfulneſs, Sloathfulneſs, Negligence, 
Preſamption and Careleſneſs may turn away their Hearts and 
Minds from the Voice of the living powertul Word of Ged, 
and m_ up their Hearts, Minds and Ears to the Devil, who 
led Adam and Eve into Sin againſt Ged; they were placed in 
the Paradiſe of God, in the likeneſs of God (which is Holineſs 
and Purity.) it was poſſible that they might haye ſtood in that 
NOR ne | glorious 
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glerious ſtate,, wherein God ler them ;. but it was NOT im- 
poſſible that they could fall from tharſtate. God cannot fall or 
change, in God and Chriſt ONLY is infallibility, that which is 
the preſexvation of Men and Angels from falling, or failing of 
their duty to God and Men, is the. Word and Power of God, 
and of Chriſt, but they-that turn away their Minds, Hearts 
and Ears from the powerful Word of God manifeſt in their 
Hearts: '- Satan the EVIL Secds-man, fows his evil Seed of Sin 
aad Wickednels in their Hearts, to wit, Unbelief, the fear of 
Perlecution, the cares of this L fe, and the deceitfulnels of 
Riches, Luſt of the Fleſh, Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of 
Lite; yea, in many, Idolatry, Envy, Whoredoms, and many 
ether Evils, 1o as Chriſt faith, He that ſowerh and begetteth 
thu Generation of Ewil-deers, and nuricth themup, and maketh 
them ſtrong toco Wicke!nels, i the Devil. Chriſt laid to luch, 
Tok are of your Father the Devil ;, for the Luſts of your Father 
you'l do;, he war'a Aurtherer ant'a Lyar from the beginning, 
&c. The Devil and his Generation are NOT the Ele&,hat the 
Reprobates; the Devil, or his Sced, or Generation, CAN- 
NOT enter the Kingdom of Heaven, though they ſtrive never 
ſo much ; but thaLake of Fire is the place appointed for them, 
there ts be tormented, as it is written. But Chriſt and his 
Sced, and Generation, who are Born again, not oÞcorruprible 
Sced, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, 
but of God, of the incorruptible Seed, which livethend abideth 
forever.; theſe are the Ele of God, who enter into his King- 
dom, and are in{afety; Peace and Reſt with him : Here are the 
ſtates of Eleion and Reprobation; Scriptuzally ant! 'Experi- 
mentally witneſſed unto. Again, Jelus faid unto his Diſciples, 
The time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will think, that he doth 
God Service. Note, theſe are ungodly Thoughts, and the kill- 
ing; of the Diſciples of Jeſus are ungodly Actions; the Devil 
(ar GOD) is.the Author. of theſe Thoughts and Ations: as 

hriſt ſaid unto the Murthering 7ews,, - who betrayedwand 
* murthered him, Yo are of your Father the Dewil; he was 4 Lyar 


and a Murtherer from the beginning. Now thoſe who thought * 


they did God ſervice in killing the Diſciples of Chriſt, they 
thought 
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thought (no doubt) this their work of Murther, would rer - 
der them acceptable with God, and {o tg have admittance to en- 
tcr into the Kingdom of God : But herein the Devil, the old 
Deceiver, had greatly befooled them, and bewitch'd them, 
toxccated them, and made them mad. The holy manof God 
told the Murthering Fews, how their Fathers Perſecuted the 
Prophets, and fiew them which ſhewed before the coming of the 
Fuſt one, of whom ys have been now the Betrayers and Murtherers ; 
ſec As 7.51,52. The Apoſtle Fohnlaith, Whoſoever bhateth 
his Brother us a Murtherer;, and ye know that no Murtherer hath 
eternal Life abiding in him, lee 1 Fobn 3.8. 15. 

Note Reader, that the Apoſtle in the holy Ghoſt, chargeth 
him that hateth his Brother to bea Murtherer ; therefore keep 
out of Hated, and love thine Enemy, as Chrift commands, and 
if thouſodo, thou wilt not Hate and Murther thy Friends, it 
being truly ſo, that Hatred is Murther in the fight of God 
though he that hateth, do not, or cannot reach to ki!l him that 
he hates; then aQuually to kill the Prophets of God, and 
Diſciples of Chriſt, is Murther in the higheſt degree, and is a 
great breach of the holy Law of God, which commands exprel- 
ly, faying, Thou ſhalt do no Murither: Whith good,and holy, 
and ftanding Law'of God, Chriſt came not to abrogate or de- 
fray, but'to fulkl},. as he faid; who ſaid, Love your Enemies, do 
gool to them that deſpitefully ſe you, and perſecute you; and allo 
aid, #hatſoever you would that men ſhould do unto you, do you 
evex ſo.untothem. Bleſſed are all they who do his Command- 
ments, they have right to the Tree of Life, and to enter into 
the Kingdom of God; therein to reſt in Joy and Peace for ever- 
more : but 'the Unbelievers, Murtherers, and Sorcerers, and 
Idolaters, and all Lyars, ſhall bave their part in the Lake that 
burneth with Fire and Brimftene, which is the ſecond Death ; 
lee Rev. 24..18.and22.14,15. Again, The Apoſtſe Peter ſaid 
untotheBelieversfimChrift; '/f yebe reproathed for the Name of 
Ehraft, happyare ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God refteth yon 
you, %c. butlet none of you ſuffer as a Murtherer, or as a Thief, 
&ec. yet if any man ſuffer as a Ohriftian, /et him not be aſhamed, 
but let bimglorifie God onthis behalf; fee 2 Pet. 3.1415, 16. 
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Nate Reader, herethe Apott plainly ſhews, that he that is 
a Murtherer, &c. is not a Chriſtian; and if he ſuffer for his 
Murther, he ſuffers not as a Chriſtsan, but as a great Tranſgreſ- 
for of the holy Law of God given by Moſes, and net only ſo, 
but allo a breaker of the glozious and ſpiritual Law of Chriſt, 
which commands and leads to love Enemies, as I have ſhewed 
before. Again, Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, What # a man advantaged, 
if he gainthe whole Worid, if be loſe himſelf, or be caſt away? ſee 
Luke 9.25. Again, What ſhall;t profit a man, if he ſhall gain 
the whole World, and loſe bis 6wn Soul ;, lee Mark 8. 36. Again, 
Then ſaid Jcſus unto his Diſciples, 1f any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf (utterly deny himſelf, lo the Greek renders 
it in the Margin) and take np bus Croſs and follow me : For who- 
ſorver will ſave his 1 ife ſhall loſe it, and whoſoever will loſe bis 
Life for my ſake ſhall find it. For what is a man profued, if he 
ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul;, or what ſhall a 
wan give in exchange for bis Soul ? for the Son of man ſhall come 
$nthe Glory of his Father with his Angels, and then he ſhall re- 
ward every man according to his Works ;, (ee Matth.16. 24,25, 
26, 27. . 

Note Reader, thoſe-that ſeck after the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
the Luft of the Eye,and the Pride of Life,the Ungodly Gain,the 
corruptible Riches, and ſinful Honours and Pleatures, all which 
periſh with uſing; they refuſe or deny Chriſt ; they refuſe to 
bear the Croſs, which all his true and real Diſciples bear : and 
ſuch in chuſing, and gettiag their Ungodly Gain, Luſts and 
Pleaſures, do loſe themſelyes,- loſe their own Souls, de- 
prive themſelves of the Kingdom of God; and fo their De- 
ftruction is of themſelves, and the Lord God is clear. Wo unto 
them that riſe earlyin the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
Drink, that contmue till Wine enflame them; and the Harp and 
the Yiel, the Tabret and the Pipe are intheir Feaſts, &c. but they 
regard not the work of the Lord, neither conſider the operation of 
hiagHands; ſcelſa.y.n,12. Again, the Prophet faith con- 
cerning the Wicked, Give them according to their Deeds, and 
arcording to the wickedneſs of their endeavours; give them after the 
work of their lends; render to them their deſert, becauſe they re- 
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gard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his Hands, "be 
ſhall deſtroy them, &c. ſeg Pſal. 28. 45. 

Note ReaJer, thole who have not regarded the operation or 
work of God,theſein all Ages have been a Faithleſs or Unbelie- 
ving Generation; and ſuch in'their Self-will have periſhed, and 
the Judgments of God have been and are juſt upon them: But 
thoſe in all Ages, who have regarded and loved the opcration os 

work of God, he hat!i begotten 

It isfaid in the holy Scrip- Faith in them, through his ope-» 
tures, The Carſe cauſlef, or ration; and all ſuch who have con- 
without cauſe, ſhall NOT tinued ſtedf;t, they have been 
COME : But a Rod is for the accepted of him, and bleſſed by 
fools Back; ſee Prov. 26.2, him. The Apoſtle Paw! ſaid un- 
3. They are curſed Children, to the Saints, Te are buried with 
or the Children of the curſe, Chriſt in Bajtiſm, wherein alſo 
who have forſaken the right ye are riſen with him through the 
way, lee 2 Pet. 2.14, 15. Faith of the operation of God, 

who raiſed him from the Dead; 

ſec Col. 2.12, The Author to the Hebrews by the holy Gheſt 
laid, 2) Faith Iſaac bleſſed Jacob and Eſau tencerning things to 
come ; (ee Heb. 11.20. By this it appeareth- that God did..not 
hate Eſa« in the Womb, before he was Born; for if he had then 

hated him, or before he had done Evil, how could 1/aac bave 

blefſed him in that Faith which God gave him?For it was impoſſi- 
ble for Iſaac in that Faith which is the gift of God, to oppoſe 
God's purpoſe concernins Eſau. For thoubhin the words that 

1ſaxc uttered in the blefſing of Fncob and Eſan, he tells Eſau that 

he ſhall ſerve his Brother ; yet he dothnot te} Eſax he was or- 
dained to be damned before he was Born, nor yet that God ha- 

ted him in the Womb. 1 would have all thoſe conſider of theſe 

things,who have fo hard & wrong thoughts of God,as to believe 

that he hated Efax in his Mothers Wombgor ordained him to be 

eternally damned before he was Born. The Apoſtle Paw! in the 

holy Ghoſt laith, We muſt all appear before the Fudgment-ſeag of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the thing s done in hu Body, ac- 

cording to that be bath done, whether it be geodor bad, 2 Cor. 
10. Again, hefaith, Fer the love of Chri/t conftraineth us, - 

CAHH/E 
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Cauſe we thus judge, that if one dyed for all, then were all dead, 
and that he dyed for all, that they which live ſhould not henceforth 
live unto themſelves, but unto him which dyed for them, and roſe 
_ : wherefore henceforth know we ns man after the-Fleſh;, yea, 


though we have known Chriſt after the Fleſh, yet now henceforth 
know we him nomore: Therefore if any man bein Chriſt be ts a 
new Creature, old things are paſt away, behold all things are be- 
come new, and all things are of God, &c, ſeeverſ14,5 16,1718, 

NotEReader, firftthat under the Goſpel Diſpentation, every 
one muſt receive a reward according to their Deeds, whether 
they be good or bad, as the Apoſtle in the holy Ghoſt, here 
and elſe-where ſaith, and as Chriſt faith, as I have ſhewed befere. 
Sccondly, note that the Apoſtles did truly judge that Chriſt dy- 
ed for all; and that thoſe that live, might not live unto them- 
ſelves, but unto Cirift that dyed for them and role again; ſee 
2 Cor. 5.14,15- Wherefore henceforth know we NO man after 
the Fleſh;, yea, though we have known Chriſt after the Fleſh, yet 
now henceforth know we him NO MORE, therefore if any man 
be IN Chriſt, be is ariew Creature, old things are paſt away, be- 
hold ALL things are become new, and all things are of God, &c. * 
Again, Chap. 7. the Apoſtle faith, Having theſe Promiſes, 
dearly Beloved let wa cleanſe our ſelves frm ALL filthinef of 
the Fleſh and Spirit, PERFECTING Holineſs IN the fear of 
Ged. 

Note Reader, here the Apoſtle Paxl doth not only ſpeak his 
own Belief and Senſe concerning the 
D-ath of Chriſt, but alſo the belicf Coriſt preache] unto 
and ſence of the reſt of the holy A- his Diſciples, ſaying, Ler 
poſtles in this weighty matter, it ap- your Light ſo ſh ne before 
pears by his fore-going words, that men, thit they may [ce 
their belief, judgment and fpiritual your GOOD WORKS, 
ſence was, that Chriſt dyed for all, and glorifie your Father 
and that all were dead, as he faith. which is in Fleav n, Mar. 
Here the Apoſtle Paul ſhews plainly 5.14. The Apoſtle who 
that it was his; and his Brethrens preached down the ſha- 
belief; fit that Chriſt dyed for all; dowy work: of the Lay, 
ſecondly,t' at the end of his offering faid,We are bis work 2n- 
pp himſelf, and his dying for all, ſhip,created in Chriſt Zefa 
Was 


axto GOOD WORES, 
which God before ordained 
that we ſhould walk, IN 
THEM, Epheſ.2.10. The 
Apoſtle Fames faith, Faith 
without Works 1$S DEAD, 
being algne as the Body with- 
out the Spirit is dead, ſo 
Faith without Works ts dead 
alſo. Te ſee then how that 
by works 4 man ts juſtified, 
and not by Faith only. A- 
braham believed, and it was 
counted to him for Righte- 
ouſneſs, and he was called the 
Friend of God : Theſe are 
not the ſhadowy Works of the 
Law, by which no Fleſh can 
be juſtified in the ſight of God; 
but theſs are the ſubſtantial 
Works ofthe Goſpel, wrought 
in & through Chriſtin all his 
true and real Diſciples, ee 
Ja. 2.17. to the end. The Apo- 
ſtle prayed for the Hebrews 
or Jew: laying, The God of 
Peace that brou; bt again from 
the dead our Lord Feſmythat 
great Shepherd of the Sheep; 
through the Blood of the e- 
verlaſting Covenant make you 
PERFECT #n every good 
Work TO DO HIS WILL, 
working in you that which ts 
well- pleaſing in bis ſeght, 
through Feſw Chrift, to 
whom be Glory forever and 
ever, Amen, Hcb. 13.20,21. 
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was that all -might live through 
him; thirdly, that they ſhould 
NOT henceforth live unto themes 
{elyes in Sin and Wickednel:, but 
unto him that dyed fer then, and 
roſe again ; that as he was raiſed 
from the Dead by (the Power)8 
Glory of the Father; fo they 
might walk innewneſs of Life, in 
Righteouſneſs, Holinets and Pu- 
rity ; ſee Row. 6.4, 5. For this 
was & is the true Chrs/tians mark; 
by this the Chriſtsars of Old knew 
one another to be the REAL 
Members of the Church, or Body 
of Chrift; and by this mark do 
the true Chriſtians know one ano- 
ther NOW; and not by the Pro- 
feſfion of God & Chriſt in words 
ONLY. After our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was put to Death accord- 
ins to the Fleſh, and riſen again, 
and aſcended, the true Chriſtians 
KNOWLEDGE of him wa: not 
after the Fleſh, but in, or after 
the Spirit; though they had once 
known him after the Fleſh, yet- 
from 'THIS knowledge of him. 
they ceaſed; Therefore, ſaith he, 
benceferth know we him no mere. 
Their knowledge of him from 
THENCEFORTH beins in the 
Spirit, who by his ſpiritual BAP- 
TISM withthe holy Ghoſt and 
FIRE, purged their Conſciences 
from dead works, to ſerve the li- 
ring God in newneſs and holi- 
neſs of Liſe ; theſe were of on 
an 
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& ſuch now are the living Branches in Chriſt, the living Vine,they 
are NEW Creatures in him, created in him and through him 
unto good Works, which God before ordained that we thould 
walk in them;the OLD fintul Works & Luſt: of the Fleſh are put 
off, & paſt away, all things are become new, & are of God,as he 
faith; this is the Birth that is born of God; this is the Jacob 
that ſupplants & overcomes the Prophane Birth of the Fleſh; this 
is the Birth that wreſtleth with God likea Prince, for the Bleſ- 
ſing; and obtains it; this is the Birth that is Ele& of God - 
Theſe ſpiritually born Children, are the Generation of the Juſt, 
theſe are the Righteous Nation, which keepeth the Truth ; 
theſe are they who are waſhed from all Filthinefs of the Fleſh & 
Spirit, perfeRting Holipeſs in the fear of God, as the Apoſtle 
exhorted: But thoſe who do profeſs God &Chrift inWords,but 
DENY both Godand Chriſt in WORKS, _— upon God 
with their Mouthes and Lips, but their Hearts are atar off, con- 
tinuing in their ſins, and growing up in them more and more, 
taking pleaſure in them, and pleading a necefſity to continue in 
them all the dayes they live upon Earth, or until they go to 
the Grave; theſe, as Chriſt ſaid (of ſuch) are of their Fa- 
ther the Devil , andthe Lufts of their Father they will do, he was 
4 Lyar and a Murtherer, Ge. theſe that repent not, that for- 
ſake not their ſins, but grow up in them, as afore-ſaid, theſe 
are the TARES (ſee Mat. 13. 39, 40.) he that ſows them is the 
Devil, as Chriſt ſaid: theſe are the REPROBATES; 
this Birth of the Serpents Seedis the Prophane Eſan which God 
Hates; this Birth is Curſed in its firſt Conception, inits Youth 
and inits Old Age. Jeſus ſaid unto the Rebeflious Fews, The 
Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a Nation, 
bringing forth the Fruit thereof ; ſee Mat. 21.45. And to ſuch 
Unbelieving Rehellious ones, he ſaid, Te ſhalt ſee Abraham «1d 
Iſaac and Jaceb, and all the Prophets in the- Kingdom of God, 
and ye your ſelves thruſt out, ce Luke 13. 28. Again, 
Chriſt ſaid, Wo unto you S:-ribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for 
ye ſhnt up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt men, for ye neither 


£oin your ſelves, neither Juffer them that are entring to go 
in , 


Luke 11.52. 


O all ye ſeveral ſorts of 
Teachers,Writers and Diſ- 
puters,who have been& are 
friving todraw@ keep peo- 
ple from thu ſwift &faith- 
ful and true witneſs(which 
ſearcheth the Hearts, and 
ſhews People their Evil 
Thoughts FVords and Atti- 

0n3,and Reproves and Con- 
demns them for the ſame) 
Repent aud ceaſe from this 

owrUngedly Work, or ele 
EE: hor Geo om 
this Curſed Work: 1n his 
fierce Anger, 
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in; ſce Adatth. 23.13. read the Chaptcr through : See 


. Take notice of this, all ye Looſe and Prophane Livers, who 
call your ſelves Chriſtians, your Un-God-like and Un-Chriſt- 
like Converſations bring a Scandal and Reproach upon the 
Name of Chriſtianzry; you cauſe the honourable Name of 

.Chrift and Chr:flianuy to be Blaſphemed azainſt, by Fews, Turk s 
and /ndian Heathens;, O that the deep Sence of this your 
great Sin might fall upon you,-and that your Hearts mizht be 

truly broke in the Sence thereof ! O that you would yet Un- 
feignedly ſeck Repentance, before the Door of Mercy be for- 
ever ſhut againſt you ! there is yet Mexcy with God for multi- 
tudes, therefore his holy Will is that they ſhould ſeek after him 
Unfeignedly, Repent and Turn unte him from all their Abomi- 
nations; but thoſe who will aot,but go on ſtubburniy m Rebelli- 
0n againſt himyhe will cut down ſuddainly in his Righteous Judg- 
ments SWIFTLY,cven as a Mower cuts down Graſs; therefore 
Fear, Tremble and Bow before him, all ye Workers of Iniquity. 


And more particularly, conſider of 
theſe things, O all ye ' (As forts of 
TEACHERS, whole EVIL 
WORK it hath been, and is, to 
draw out and keep out Peoples 
MinJs, from the Spirit of God and 
Chriſt, by which alone their Hearts 
are SEARCHED, and their 
EVIL Thoughts, Words and 
AQtions ſhewed "unto them ; 
this is the ſwift Witneſs , by 
which the Living God doth Re- 
.prove them, -and Condemn them 
orthe fame : This is the Faithfull 
and True  Witneſs,- which neither 
BRIBES nor FLATTERY, nor 
THREATNINGS |can Corrupt , 
Deſtroy nor Stop ITS inward Con- 

I; victions, 
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vidiens, Rebukes or VL. trom thoſe who Rehe! againſt 
it, and as it is faithfull in witneſſing againſt all the Rebellious, 
fo is it faithful in bearing witnels to and with the Spirits of all 
the Obedient,that they are the Children of God. And of this 
the holy Apoſtles were Living True Witneſſes,who laid, Whar- 
ſoever u Reproved, is made manife(i bythe Light: and allo ſaid, 
The Spirit it ſelf beareth witneſs with cur Spirits, that we are the 
Childen of God : And alfo ſaid, He that believeth inthe Son 
of (0d hath a witn:ſs within himſelf, and hath ſet to his ſeal © 
that God is True: As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are Sonsof God;, and if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
# none of his, asfaith the holy Apoſtle, Thoſe who believe not 
#n the Spirit of God and Chriſt, they are rot governed byit ;, they 
are NOT the real Poſſeſſors and Enjoyers of it; and (uch have it 
not to ſave and deliver them out of fin, becauſe they believe 
not in it ; yet this Spirit of Truth doth convince the whole 
World (which lieth in Wickednet>) of their fins, and doth in 
ſecret condemn them for the ſame (every one in the Day of 
Gods Viſitation unto them.) So the Spirit of Truth, which is 
the Saints Comforter, which leads them into all Truth ; the 
fame is the Reprover,. Conlemncr, Jadcer and Tormen- 
tor of the Unbelieving, Wicked, Rebelliouz World ; ſee Zohn 
16. 8,9, 10, 11,12,13. Epheſ. 5.13. Jer.17.10. Pſal. 7.9. 

Aﬀal. 3.5. 1 John 5.10. Iſa.55.4. John 3. 33. Rom. $.14,16. 
Pſal. 50. 21,22. Amos 4.13, Fohn1.g.and 8.12. and 3. 19, 20. 
As 13.4%. and 26.17, 18, 2 Cor. 4.6, 7. The Apoſtle faith, 

What man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the Spirit of a man, 

which « in him, even ſo thethings of Ged knoweth NO man, but 

the Spirit of God, the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the drep 

things of God ;, tee 1 Cor. 2. 10,11, This was arid is the KEY 
of all heavenly faving knowledge, by this is mans Heart open- 
ed to underſtand and know thoſe thinzs wich belongs ro his [in 
mortal Souls Reft and Peace; and he that believeth therein is cn- 
abled thereby to do thoſe things which are well-p'caſing to the 
Lord God, and keep out of thoſe things which are difpleaſing 
to him : And of this the holy Apoſt'e was a Living true Wit- 
neſs, who prayed for the Believer:, ſaying, / pray Ged 
ſtrengr/ ep 
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frengthen you by bis Spirit in the INNER MAN 3; fee Fphe/.3.16. 
Col.1.11. Chrift ſaid unto the Rebellious Fews, who made their 
boaſt of the Law (yet wreſted the Sayings thercof, and brake 
it) Wo unto ye Lawyers, for ye have taken away the Key of Know- 
ledge ; yeentered NOT in your ſelves, and themthat were ente- 
ring in ye hindered; ſce Luke 11. 52. Nehemiah ſaid, Lord, 
thou gaveſt thy four Spirit to inſtruit them, Gc.—— Neverthelefo 
they were Diſobedient and Rebelled againſt thee, andcaſt thy Law 
behind their Backs, and $ L EW thy Prophets, which teſtified 4- 
gainſt them, to turn them untothee;, (ce Nebem.g. 20. 26,. Re- 
member this all YE that hate and Perſecute thoſe who Worſhip 
God (who is a Spirit) in the Spirit and in the Truth, and Re- 
pent and ceale from your Ungodly Works; if you will not, 
God will cut you off, and vex you in his ſore diſpleaſure, in re- 
warding you juſtly, according to the Wickednels of your do- 
ings. Wo to the Kebelliows Children, ſaith the Lord, that take 
Counſel, but not of me, and that eover with a Covering, but NOT 
OF MY SPIRIT,ebat they may add Sin unts Sin; ice 1ja.30.1. 
This Spirit was and is the Covering, UNDER. which man and 
woman is bleſſed, & is in ſafety out of the reach of that evil hurt- 
ful Spirit, which worketh in the Hearts of the Children of Dif- 
obedience, who allo goeth about like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking 
whom he may devyour,as faith the Apoftle, whom the true Bclie- 
vers did and do reſiſt (in the living Faith)and by the virtue of the 
good Spiritof God,with which they were & ARE -covered,and 
ig it had & have Viftory over him; & ſuch did,& do experience 
to their great Comfort the ſaying of the holy man fulfilled, who 
ſaid, Greater ts he that i: in ma, than he that i1in the WORLD; 
ſee 1 John 4. 4. 

O that the Haters of, and Mockers at this holy pure Spirit 
would ſeriouſly conſider what' they are doing.! O that ' they 
would conſider their latter end, and*the account that they muſt 
give to God for theſe things / O that it were in their Hearts un» 

eignedly to Repent, and turn ts the Lord from theſe abomi- 
nable things, that ſo they might not be forever ſhut out &f the 
Kingdom of God ? © O that the Inhabitants of Englandand all 
Nations would belicye in God that made them ! who is (iringal 
Light 
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Light, who is a holy pure Soi, who is Omaipreſent, or pre* 
ſent every where, who laid; Heaven is my Throne, and the 
Earth is my Foet-ſtool, 8c. ſee Iſa. 66. 1. read the Chapter 
through,. 1 King. 8. 27. his pure Spiritlighteth every one that 
cometh into the World. O that the great multitudes in England 
and all Nat'ons,who are in Strife and Contention, Hatred and En- 
vying, Murthering and Killing one another about Religion,and 
about Earthly things, WOULD BELIEVE in this Heavenly 
Spirit that enlightgeth them, which giveth them to underſtand, 
(in ſome meaſure or degree) what is Good,and allo what is Evil ! 
. © that they would bow down unto it, and become ſubje unto 
theleadings and teachings of it, then would it teach ther to 
love one another,NOT to be likeCas7,who flew his Brother {be- 
caule his own works were evil, and his Brothers righteous) but 
it would teach them to do to all men,as they would be done unto, 
as God hath commanded; yea, it would teach them, as it dig 
good Foſeph, who was kind unto his Brethren, who was cruel 
bo him, who ſold him to the /ſbmalites;, yea, it would teach 
them to ovexcome the evil with the good, as Feſephdid, and as 
God commandeth : But becaufe Multitudes and Nations believe 
not in this holy, pure, peaccable, loving and long-ſuffering 
Spirit, therefore it is that they are as the raging Sea, that caſts 
up Mire and Dirt; and many are as the cruel mercileſs Beafts of 
Prey, dcfiroying one anether; yea, many opprefſfing and (eek- 
ing todeftroy Gods tender People (who have true love to all, 
and deſire the temporal and eternal good of all) who Wor- 
ſhip him in his holy Spirit of Truth, which leadeth into all Truth 
the faithful followers of it;zand becauſe that Vengeance is not exe- 
cuted ſpeedily or ſuddenly,for theſe crying Abominations,there- 
fore are the Hearts of the Sons of men fully ſet in them to do E- 
vil, as it was of Old; fee Eccleſ. 8.11, and becauſe it is thus, 
that many have given up themſclyes to Unbelief and hardneſs of 
Heart, who have cloſed their Eyes, and topped their Ears a- 
ainſt the ConviRtions and Reproofs of this pure, meck, merci- 

| and compaſſionate Spirit of God and Chriſt, whom he hath 
ſent, and have given up themſelves to work Wickedneſs with 
greedineſs; therefore there is Un cauſe 10 oe up a dolefull 


Lamen- 
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Lamentation and Mourning; and thoſe whom God hath made 
Skilfull in Mqprning, who greatly defire the Salvation of the 
Multitudes, Tongues, Linguages #0 People; tHele have 
Mourned and do Mourn, to ſee Multitudes running en ſwiftly 
toward the Pit of everlaſting DeftruRion, ſuddenly to be tunk 
into it. ThuS%as of Old, many fay in their Hearts unto the Al- 
mighty God, Depart from ms, we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
wayes. Thus they hate the knowledge of God,they do not chule 
his holy fear, which is the beginning of the pure peaceable Wil- 
dom which cometh from above,as ſaith the holy Scriptures; ſee 
70b 21. 14. read the Chapter through ; ſee Prov. 1. 4, 7,22, 29. 
read the Chapter through. 

Well faid the Apoſtle Peter ;Onr beloved Brother Paul in all his 
Epifiles, writes things which are hard to be underſiocd, which they 
whoare Unlearned & Unſtable wreſt as they do the other Scriptures 
unto therr own DESTRUCTION. Peter was an Illiterate man, 
and fo an Unlearned man in Natural or Artificial Learning ef 
Tongues and Languages; but he was a man of great Learning 
in the HeavenlySpiritual School of Chrift : all who come to learn 
of Chriſt, Paul and Peters heavenly Maſter, they are taught by 
to underſtand their Words, and to have unity with them, and 
ſuch are of one mind concerning them : But they who are not 
yet come to learn of Chriſt, as he is the Light of the World, 
they are not come to a right underſtanding of the holy mens 
Words, which are Recorded in the holy Scriptures ; and this 
is the caule that they are not of one mind concerning them; but 
. invery many contrary minds, and in tumulruous Controverſies 
about the meanings of them. Paxl dothfay (as is ſhewed be- 
fore) that God's Will is, that ALL men ſhould know the Truth 
and be SAVED. X 


This have I written in the love of God concerning Elerion 
and Reprobation (for the Comfort and Encouragement of all 
thoſe whoare weary of, and heavy laden with theis Sins, who 
hunger and thirft after Righteouſneſs, that they may come to 
Chriſt Jeſus, who dyed for them, and role again (and afſcend- 
ed, asitis mpp'en of him in the Scriptures of Truth) who hath 

| b | | promiſed 
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promiſed that he wili give F.. Reſt; ſee Matth. 11.28, 29, 
3, Thisis alſo written as a Warning unto thoſe who are at 
eaſe in their Sins, flattering themſelves, ſpeaking Peace unto 
themſelves in their Unchriſtian Converſations, and pleading for 
a neceſſity of continuing in the act of Sin unto the end of thtir 
daycs upon Earth; and yet vainly imagin, that they are the 
Ele and Choſen of God —Jeſus ſaid, / am the Light of the 
World, he that followeth me ſhall nor walkin Darknef, but he [| all 
have the Lightof Life. The Phariſees therefore ſaid unto him, 
Thou beareft Record of thy ſelf,and thy Record is- NOT true. But 
Jeſus ſaid unto thete Unbelieving Fews, If ye believe NOT that 
I am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins,z bither I go ye CANNOT come, 
ſee John 8. 12, 24. 

Note Reader, Theſe great profcſſing Phari/ecs Oppoſed 
Chriſt Jeſus, and denyed him to be the Light of the World. 
Too like thele Phariſees are many Teachers & high Profeſſors of 
Qhriſt (in Words) in our Age, who though they will talk 
much of Chriſt, as he was born, and dyed, androſc again accor- 
ding to the Fleſh, yet canthey not endure to hear him preached 
as he preached himmfclF,and as the holy Apoſtles preached him(to 
wit) the Light of the World, the truc Light which lighteth 
every one that cometh.into the World: This is the Stone 
which all the Builders do reje& and fet at nonght, who build up 
their VAIN Religions, Faiths and Worſhips in the Serpentine 
EarthlyD-viliſh Wi!dom,in Murther, Crucity, Oppreſſionand 
Idolatry;;but when this Stone falls on them in Judgment,if will 
grind them all to Powder; ſee Luke 20.17, #/ſal. 118. 22, 
Alat. 21.24. O Blefſed will all they be who come unto and 
believe in this Living Stone ; their hard Hearts ſhall be broken 
by it,and made ſoft and tender,and thereby be made fit to enter 
into the Kingdom of God, into which nothing that is Unclean 
can enter ; aſl their ſins that are paſt, though they be many, 
God will freely Pardon, Remit and Forgive them in his tender 
Mercy and forbearance, in the Name (and Power) of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who gave bimſclf a Ranſom for all, as ſaith the A- 
poſtle; ſee Row. 3. 24,25. 1 Tim. 2.4,6. Again, the A- 
poſtle Peter ſaid, He commanded ws to Freach unto the People, 

and 
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and to Teſtifie, that it ts he add ordahed of God tobe the 
Fudge of quick and dead, to him all the Prophets gav? witneſs that 
through bis Name, whoſoever believeth in bim ſhall receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins;, lee A!s 10.42,43. A7:; 2.28. 

Note Reader, The Command which the Apoſtles received 
from Chriſt concerning Remiſſion of fins, it was that they ſhould 
preach the Remiſſion os Forgivneſs of the ſins that weve PAST; 
they did NOT receive Command from Chriſt to preach unto 
people, that they muſt continue inſin all their Dayes z NEI- 
THER did be Command them to preach, that he had paid the 
DEBT for all fins paſt, PRESENT and to COME; NO, 
he nor his Apoſtles never preached this DoArine ; this DoQrine 
proceeds from him whole Kingdom ſtands in Sin, who is the Fa- 

ther of Lyes,who firſt LEADS people inte (in,& then tells thera 
that they can NEVER come out of it while they are on this 
ſide the Grave, and to enconrage and embolden them to con- | 
tinue infin all their dayes ; HE tells them Chriſt has paid the 
DEBT fox it ALL; and he tells them that God ſees no fin in 
them,the Debt being paid for all,&c.So tells them that they are 
the Ele&, and therefore cannot torally fall, &c. Its greatly to 
be Lamented, that many do GIVE UP themſelves to believe 
theſe his Lyes, to their own Ruin and Deftruftion. We do 
ſay,that NOT only the fins, which Man andWoman doth com- 
wit in their Dark, Unbelieving State is forgiven when they come 
ta,þclieve & repent; but ALSO thoſe who through unwatchful- 
s, negligence fall into ſome ſis, after they have believed and 
Repented,if THEY find a place of Repentance & ſs Forgivneſs; 
this forgiveneſs alſo is in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
we do utterly DENY that God or Chriſt doth WILL or Or- 
dain, that any Man or Woman ſhould live in fin ALL their 
DAYES upon Earth : And thoſe who do cgntinue in fin all 
their dayes,who Repent not, who Forſake not, Wis theis fan will 
fink them into the Pit of Everlaſting Deſtruftion, where there 
is Weeping and Wailing and Gnaſhing of Teeth,and when they 
are THERE, they will fee how the Devil hath deceived and 
cheated them, and then they will knew that Chriſt hath NOT 
paid the Debt for all their fins paſt, preſent and to —_—_ 
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they ſhalf know he hath nor paid the Debt for their ſins which 
they do yever Repent of; for which they muſt ſuffer Vengeance 
of Eternal Fire,-as a juſt KReward from the Hand of the Lord 
God, who ſaid, ZBe ye Holy for 1 the Lord your God am Holy. 


133 Th 


; 'Concerning Eternal | Life. 


Eſlus Chrift ſaid unto the Unbelieving Zews, Search the Scrip- 
tures (or, ye ſearch the Scriptures) for in them you think, Ba 
| ternal Life, and they are they which teſtifie of we, aid TE 

Full NOT come to me that ye might have Life, John 5. 39, 46, 
fote Reader, Chriſt told them not that they CO ULD 
NOT come unto him,but told them thac they WOULD NOT 
come unto him; ſo theis NOT coming unto him, Chriſt doth 
not place upon the fore-ordination or opponenent of God, but 


- 
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moved by the. holy Ghoſt, Well faid the Apoſtſe, Far, the 
kt bolymen 


rant eh pr eun fothe things of God ow no wan, 
Ih pirm of... if Jearcheth all things, yea, - 
E ok of two weightythings 
toh Feolger Al afore-faid Words of 
"Chriſt, the.oneI have laid ſomething to, Namely, that.it was 

be oxe-appointment or Deevee,of God, which HIN- 


iſt the Son. of God, faith, / amthe Light of the World; 
42 ont 2 
hk Ad, &c.) 
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buthe js the Light of the World that lieth in Wickednefs; þy 
" his Light in their Conſciences, he 8eth convince them df theirfing 
and wickedneſs. Now all that honone the Son; according to the 
Will of the Father, they do believe this is DoQrine, and .o 
do 'bclieve in the Light, whete-with he has enlightned th: m, 
who is the true Light that,enlighteneth every one that com th 
into the World, accofding4o John 1. g. he Taid, Belreve in the 
Light, that ye may be Childre:: of the Li;ht : He taſitd Death 
for every man, as ſaith the holy Sctipture': Hew a Propitiatan, 
uot for our fins gn'y, but alſo for the ſins of the whole World, as 
ſazth the Apoſtle Fobn ; as the Will of 'God is that .all/oieh 
ſhoulg believe in the Father, (6 his Will3s that all menſhovldbe- 
. reve in the Son,and ſo in believing an] obeying,both honokr the 
Father and the Son. The {econd thing which I may ſpeak ſome- 
thing to-upon the ſoxeſaid words of Chriſt, concerning the grand 
iſt;ke of hole Zews, who would not come'to Chrift; their 
Miltaks Was, that They. thonght to have Eternal Life in the 
Scriptures; fos though the' Stripture teſtifies of him (as ke 
faith): yet the Scripture doth NO where fay that Eternal Life 
'is IN THEM, but they do teſtifie, that Life is in HIM : There- 
"fare, GREAT was theit, Error, who thought to have Eternal 
.; ewhere.it was not to be had; arid the Game Error ſome are 
fallen\ato, in our day, aid their Errot in this weighty matter is 
greatly to be LAMENTED; and my Sonl, ' with many more 
do. greatly, defire thatour of this great Miſtake they may be 


' deliver \ There  to9s reat EXTREAMS which many run in- 
| pe rao } Scriphreh this our day )the one is that 
a 


which | have ſpoke tg: pF 5 in thoſe who think to 
have E ternal Life, in the” &< hw it” is not to be 
FOUND, pu IN Chriſt (as 1aid before) the other Extream 
© isxpi} into by Pr phane' perfons, who do not Yale them 20d 


 efteeim then as they ate triily worthy, ' but In'their Pride and 
"Prefompticn' pf85y fghrrhew, jerk EVIL With fie 
* many tindes in wreſting of them to uphotd and Juſtifie themlidyes 
"in their Ranteriſm and Debauched ,Wicked Converſations; 
F the Stat e alſo of- the lanter is greatly'to be Larhented, and jt  B 
ID RS? deſite'vf thy Foul Nene oY roſa: 
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rome toUnfeigned Repentance fer this their great EVIL, that ſs 
they mig! t come tea zrue and godly uſe & Eſteem of the holy 
Scriptures,ani ſo to have profit by thera, and comfort in them,as 
the true Believers hadin Primitive Times, and fuch now have 
Glory to the Lord God for the ſame; 't is the Spirit(or Light)of 
Troth, which leadsthe true Believers incogll Truth, and (con- 
vinceththe World of fin) that giveth a right Underſtanding, 
and leadeth to a right ule of the 5 hi ; this Spirit was mans 
Guide before the Scriptures were written, by it men were made 
holy, before they gave forth the holy Scriptures this is the Key 
which openeth them and Jeadeth to a right uſz and application 
ofthem; but they whofe Minds arc gone ASTRAY from this 
Spirit who have not, & do not LEARN of it; thoſe do WREST 
the Scriptures to their own Deſtruction, as ſome did in the A- 
poſtle Peter's Dayes, againſt whom he teſtified ; Chriſt told 
forme amongſt the. earthy Wiſe Zeavs, Te neither know the Scrip- 
ures nor the Power of God; yet thole were great Talkers of 

"them; and even asthey knew them not, not owninb the Ke 
thatopeneth them, (0 m_—_ our day knoweth them N oF, 
becauſe they believe not in the Spirit of Truth, whichONLY, 


epcneth them... . 


| Concerning Good Examp'e. : 4 | 

7 Hriſt ſuffered for us, leaving u4 a1 example that we ſhould 
C fellow bu ſteps, who did not Sin, neith:r was Guile found in 
bu Mouth, 1 Pet. 2.21,22. Here the holy Apoſtle ſhews that 
it is the Duty and Practice of all true Chriſtians to toHow the Ex- 
awple and the holy clean Steps of the holy man Chriſt Jeſus, who 
did not Sin : But thoſe who do continue in Sin, and plead fora 
contitwance- in the ſame all their dayes (upon Earth) who Sin 
fas they ſay) in their moſt Holy Duties; theſe are very far from 
- the.holy Faith, {and holy Converſation of the Apoſtles and Minis 
fers of Chriſt andi all true Chriſtians, and vE:y far from follow- 
_ pure E: 2mples, and his holy clean Steps- 
e Apoftle Febn ſaith concerning Chriſt, Hereby do we kyow 
that we know biw, of we keep bis Commandwents : He that ſaith, 


> o.5..2, 
How him, and keeperh not bis Cotmiwndments, 6 @ Lyar, icamns 
But whoſo keepeth bis Wot," inihins' verify. 4s "the love of God per- 
fefted, hereby knaw we that we are in him; he that ſaith, be 
abideth in him, ou7bt himſelf alſo to walk even as be wiiced, 


1 Fobn 2. 3,4, $, % p 
Reader, {png theſe holy men of God agree in. their Teſtz- 
mony in this” ie mg : theſe holy men'did abide in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt "th, they by virtue of his divine {piritu- 
al dwelling in them, werefſtrengthned and enabled in their Lives 
and Converſations to follow that hely Example which he gave 
them in; the da or of rs! dur m—_—_— 
who id Evil; and though ad (1 , ke re 
Mid cet! 406 roth the Devi ticAnthor or Original of it. Agd 
{o many .came to behold their good Converſation in Chrift, 
COUPLED W1TH FEAR, as the Apoſtle exhorteth; 1 Pee. 
3.2, »,Zpbr faith, We know that whoſoever is Born of God: ſin- 
net N, as 7 we know that we are of God, and the e 
-licth IN WICKEDNESS.”" Anil we know that the Sor 
God u come,and bath give us an underſtanding, that we may know 
im that is true, and we are in him that is true, even im bis Son 
Feſms Chriſt ; this is the true God and Life etrrnal . Little Chil- 
dreng keep your ſelves from Idols, Amen. 1 John 5. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
Here the Apoſtle ſhew: plainly' who are true Chriſtians [and 
whoare not | the true Chriſtians are in Chriſt, who hath re- 
deemed them out of the bondage of Corruption, into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sons and Daughters 'of God; and ſuch have 
the Spirit of Chriſt beating witneſs with (or unto) their Spirits 
that they are the Childrenof God Taceos ing to the promiſe of 
God] Rom, 8.16, 21. And they are NOT TRUE Chriffians 
who Lye, or continue all their dayes in Sin and Wickednels ; 
theſe are the World, as 7ohbn faith. Certain it is, thoſe who 


© .;£90n inSing: who plead a neceſſity to continue in it all their days 


. theylive or abid@-upon' Earth; thefe are NOT theBride,-the 
Lambs Wife, the true Church, whom HE preſents to the Þa- 

. ther, a glorious Church WITHOUT fpot or wrinkle, :or any 
{uch thing, Holy and withour Blemiſh, as in-Epheſc5. 27. "But 
thoſe pleaders for, and continuersin Sin all their -daycs, abtſe 
| age 
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are the Harlot; theſe are the World thatlieth in Wickedneſs, 
whom the curſed One is the God of, who hath BLINDED 
THEIR MINDS; thele are.in the broad way that leads to De- 
ſtrution;IN VAIN DO theſe call Jeſus Lord,who do not believe 
his Commands, who are not governed by him. who do not that 
which he laith : he ſaid, Learn of me] AM MEEK AND LOW- 
LY, and ye (ball find re(6 to your Souls. A Remnant hath learned 
of him in this Age, and hath tound his Promile true,Glory to the 
Lord God for the ſame, they have found Reſt and Peace to their 
Souls inhim, THEIR PRINCE of PEACE, though they have 
Trouble & Oppreſſion in te World for his S' KE : yet theſecan 
truly ſay as the holy Apoſtlcs taid of the [aithful tollowers of 
Chriſt of Old, GREATER IS HE that #5 youthen he that is in 
them(to wit,the World)by whom we e721 reome them;they are of the 
World,therefore ſpeak they of theWorld, the World heareth them : 
We are of Tod, he that knoweth God heareth m1, he that 1 not of 
God heareth NOT US; hereby know wethe Spirit of Truth, and 
Spirit of Error, 1 John 4.4,5,6. The Apoſtie Paul ſaid unto the 
the Philippians, Brethren be follywer: together of me,and mark them 
ho walk, ſo a4 ye have VS for an ENSAMPLE: for many walk. 
of whom 1 have told youoften, and now tell you, even WEEPING 
that they are Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, Phil. 3.17, 18. -to the 
end of the Chapter. Theſame Apoſtle ſaid to the Corinthians, 
Be ye followers of ME, even 44 I alſo am of Chrift, 1Cor 11.1. 
The Apoſtle Peter writ unto the Elders of the Church of Chriſt, 
" faying,. Feed the F lock of God whith ts among you,takirg the over- 
fight thereof, NOT by conſtraint, but willingly :, NOT for filthy 
Lucre, but of a ready mind; NEITHER as bein? LORDS ever 
Gods Heritage,but as ENSAMPLES TO THE FLOCK, Per. 


$. by.2, 3» 


Reader, there are ſeveral things worthywof thy ſerious and 
' weighty Conf6det ation, in theſe words of the holy Apoſtle 
Peter ; - the firſt is, that the Elders of the Church of God and 
Chriſt did and do (as Inſtruments in He”: Hand, Mini- 
ſtring (that is, Serving) in his own Spirit and Power) feed 
the Fiock of God. and Chriſt : Secondly, That they 
did and do take .the "IR of the Flock, not by Con- 
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faint, but willingly : God makes them willing by his heaven - 
ly power, they are NOT made willing by Gold or Silver, 
Corn or Cattcl, or any earthly thing, ncither do they AF- 
FECT Titles of Elderſhip in Pride or Vain Glory ; but the 
Falſe Teachers and Elders are made willing to Preach for Gold 
and Slver,Cornand Cattel, and Earthly things ; & how fuch af- 
feaTitles & Earthly things more then the txue Eiders WORK 
is known to God, and it is difcerned by many in this Morning 
of his heavenly Day, which is dawned in this our Age, glory 
to the Lord God for the ſame: Such who feed with the Fat, 
and cloath with the Wool}, and make a PREY upon the Peo- 
ple, are in Balaams Way and Error, who covet the Wages of 
Unrighteouſne(s; yea, many -in Cains way, in Envy, Perle - 
cuting about theſe things, ſome even to Death ;, and for theſe 
things they ſtrive one againſt another ; the ſtrife is, who ſhall 
have the fatteſt Benefice. The TRUE Elders and Miniſters 
- did not,nordo not take the overſight of the flock of God for FIL- 
THY LUCRE, but of a ready mind, which God begetteth in 
them by his good Spirit ; FILTHY Lucre is Earthly gain ILL 
GOTTEN, Chriſt Jeſus commanded his D.ſciples, Cwhom he 
madeElders, to watch over his Church) ſaying, Freely ye have 
. received, freely gzve. Thele who eſteem themſelves Chrifts 
Miniſters, yet take the over-ſight. of their Flocks, and watch 
over them, and.teach them for Gold, Silver, Corn, Hay, &c. 
this their Gain is ungodly, it is Ill gotten, becaufe in the get- 
ting of it they break Chriſt-Command(whole Servants they pre- 
tend to bc)and in ſo doing they greatly diſhonour him : Yet ſtill 
the Minifters of Chriſt have power to cat ſuch as is ſet before 
them freely, but not to force or compel by Perſecution thoſe 
whodid or do receive Spiritual things from them (the Spitir 
of God makes ſuch willing, there is no uſe for evtward Force 
and Perſecution in this concern) fo then to be fure they had 
not power by ard Force to-compel thoſe who did not be- 
lieve nor receive heir Teſtimony, or topay them for preaching, 
thoughthe true Apoſties and Elders had power to cat, &c. and 
where they did ſow Spiritual things to reap Carnal, yet-they 
- -abourcd with their own hands, that they might _—_— 
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{pel without charge ; ſo far were they fromdefiring os receiving 
any outward thing for preaching from Unbelievers,that they la- 
boured with their own hands that they might not be chargeable 
to the Believers; No, the Miniſters and Elders who were an] _ 
are made by Chriſt, were an1 are men of nobbler Spirits then 
to doſo. The true Elders and Miniſters were not, nor are 
not Lords over God's Heritage, but were and are good En- 
ſamples, and true Servants to the Flock ; And their Exhorta- 
tion was and is,to walk as they had and have them for Entamples, 
Glory to the Lord for the lame. 

The faithful Elder and Apoſtle Paxl,by rhe holyGhoſt exhor- 
ted Timothy, ſaying, Be thou an Example of the Believer 5,in Word, 
in Converſation, tm Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity 
w—Negleft not the Gift that s i thee, 8c. take hed nnto 
thy ſelf, and untothe Dottrine, continue in them; for in ſo doing, 
thou ſhalt ſave both thy ſelf,and them that hear thee ; lee 1 Tim.g. 
12. to theend. Again, Chap. 5. 22.. Lay Hand ſudaenly on 
NO man, neither be partaker of other mens Sins , KEEP thy 
ſelf PURE, &c. They are bleſſed, who follow the blefſed Ex- 
ample of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his holy Apoſtles and the 
Elders made by him, who abide in his Dadtrine, and in the 
Faith which he is the Author and Finiſher of, and in the love 
which reacheth to all People, both Friends and Enemies ; which 
Love thinketh no Evil, neither doth any Wrong or Evil; which 
Love is ſtronger than Death, it isnot puffed up, it doth not he- 
have it ſelf unſeemly : Thi Love s the fulfilling of the holy Lav 
of God, as (aith the holy Apoſtle. All who keep therein arc 
PLEASANT to the Lord, and honoured by him with a truly 
tendred Heart, andlowly mind, and with the pure Patience (in 
_ and through all Tribulation, Trials and Aﬀfiition,which cometh 
upon them for Chriſt's ſake ) in which they poſſels their Souls ia 
peace and quietneſs, being kept by the migtity Power of God, 
through the pregious Faith and Love which is ſhed abroad in 
them, BY andin Chriſt Jeſus. - He that ſaith be abideth in him 
. onght himſelf alſo to walk even as he walked; (ee 1 John 2.6. 


C oncerning 


% 
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Concerning Original Sin. 


N page 16. ]. B. takes upon him to ſay ſomething concerning 
Origimal Sim; he faith to his Neighbour, 1 underſtand by 
you, that its contrary to the Doftrine you teach, &c. 

Anſw. The Original or firſt cauſe of Sin, is the Devil, who 
abode not in the Truth (as Chriſt ſaid.) The Apoſtlefaith, 
He that committeth Sin u of the Devil, for the Devil finneth 
from the beginning ; for thu purpoſe was the Son of God made mani- 
ieff, that he might Deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8. 
Jeſus ſaid, Whoſoever commuteth ſin us the Serwant of ſin, Joh. 8.34. 


J.B. faith to his Neighbour (in the aforeſaid page) Tourold 


me, you queſtioned not at all, but all thoſe Infants that dyed with» 
out aFual Sin were received inte Heaven,having nothing to be lata 
to their Eondemnation. 

Anſw. ].B's Neighbour hath ſpoken very Soberly, and Chari- 
tably, and Scripturally, and Soundly in this matter, though 
]. B. doth ignorantly Cavil againſt him for it ; the Dark, Re- 
bellious, Apoſtized Fews were like unto this J. B. they ſaid, 
The Fathers have eaten ſowr Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 
{ t on edge,&&c, Thele Dark ſayings diſpleaſed the Lord, and he 
Rebuked them for them bythe Mouth of his Servant Ezekeel,ſay- 
ing,The Soul that ſinncth it ſhall dye ;, the Son ſhall not bear the Ini- 
quity of the Father neither ſball the Father bear the Iniquity of the 
Son ; {ee Ezck.18 2,20. read the Chapter through. Moxeover 
the Lord ſaid by the Mouth of the Prophet feremiah, They 
ſhall ſay no more the Fathers have eat a ſowr Grape, and the Chil- 
drens Teeth are ſet onedge;, but every one ſhall dye for his own Ini- 
quity ;, every man that eateth the ſowr Grape, his Teeth ſhallbe ſer 
on edze, Jer. 31.29, 30, Thus it plainly appears that little In- 
fants, who never acted or committed Sin, muſt not be caſt in- 
to Hell, for their Fathers Sins, but dying gvithout aQuat Sin 
muſt inherit the Kingdom of Heaven—— Jeſus called a little 
Child unto him,and fet it in the midſt of them,and ſaid Yerily 7 
ſay unto you, except. ye be converted and become 45 little Children, 
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ye ſhalliot enter the Kingdoms — Mat. 18.2, 3. Mark 
10.15. Luke 18.17. Jelus faid, Suffer little Children, and 
ferbid them not to come to me, for of ſuch ts the Kinedomof Hea- 
ven, Mat. 1g. 14. 


Concerning doing Good. 


. B. thou art a great Enemy to the Command of Chriſt, who 
faith, Be ye Perfect,&c. pag.26. Thou b:ingeſt thole words 

in Pſal, 14. whichſay, There ts none that do Good,no n0t one. 
Anſw. Thoſe words were ſpoken of Mankind inthe Fall, to 
a Generation of Evil-decrs. In the ſame Pſalm God laid, Have 
all the Workers of Iniquity no Knowledge, who eat up my Peop'e 
as they cat Bread, andcall not upon the Lord! And in the next 
Verle he faith, Gods inthe Generations of the Fuſft and Righ- 
teoww, Here thou mayſt ſee that there was a Juft and Righteous 
Generation, and thole were Hated and Perſecuted by the 
Workers of Iniquity, for the Good that appeared in them, 
which though the Lord was the Principal Worker of, yet they 
as Inſtruments in his hand were ated in wr'at was Righteous 
- and Good, 47at.12. 34, 35: AndChriſt laitp, The GOOD 
MAN out of th: GOOD Treaſure of his Heart, bringeth forth 
GOOD things; and the Evil Man out of the Evil Treaſure of 
his Heart bringeth ferth Evil Things. By this thy Ungodly Plea 
againſt Chriſt's Command, thou deciareſt thy ſelf to be one of 
the Evil Men, who brings out of thy Evil Treaſures thy Evil 
Words, againſt the plain Command of Chriſt and of God,who 
ſaid, Be Holy, for I the Lord your God am Holy : and agairſt 
the DoArine of the holy Man, who faith, Ctranſe your Hands 
Je Sinners, Purifie your Hearts you Double-minded, &c. Ard 
again, Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and the Unrighteonsman 
ku Thoughts: let him Turn unto God, and he will have Mercy on 
him, &c. Again, Without Holineſs ro man ſhall ſeethe Lord ;, 
and Holineſs becomes the Lords Houſe forever. And the Apoſtle 
{aid unto the Saints, The Houſe cr Temple of Ged is Holy, which 

Hqpſe or Temple ye are. And the Apoſtle Paxl ſaid to 
Chr:ian Remans, 1 am perſwaded of yen, that ye are F U the 
Z LL 
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of all GOODNESS, &e. oi 15. 14. © An] again to the 
Hebrews, C-ap. 13.16. the Autiorlaith Tod! GOLD and to 
Communicate, forget rot, for with [uch Sacrifice 0 od 1s well- ptea- 
ſed. Again, Gal, 6. 10. Paul Exhortcd tie Saints, To do 
GOOD unto all men, eſpec;aliyto the blouſhou!d of Faith. And 
again to the Theſſalonians, Ever follow that which 5 OO D. 
And again, Hold faſt that which s GOOD, 1Thefl.5. 15,21. 
Again, Paul to Timothy, the firſt Epiſtic, Chap. 6. Verl. 1%, 
Charge them that are Rich in thus World, that they be not High- 

; minded, that they do GOQD, and be Rich in GOOD WORKS, 
&c. Thus it appears from the Teftimpny of the holy men ot 
God, that the People of God, both under the Law and Golpe!, 
were comman”ed todo that which was GOOD, an by his 
power they were enabled to do GOOD : $o this is writ- 

 teninLove to ].B.as a juſt Rebuke for his Contempt of Chriſt's, 
Command, and encouraging People to continue in that which is 
Evil. 


Concerning the Righteouſneſs of God, aud alſo of Man's 
ONS, ©» own Righteouſneſs. 


.B. (as aPleafor Evil-doing) faith, Alt our Righteonſ- 
Fs. are as filthy Razs 7, and faith, the Church confeſſeth ſo, 
Ita. 64, 6. * 

Anſw.In this Chapter the Prophet Repreſenteth and Lament- 
eth the Sinfull, Apoſtatized State of the Jews, laying, Or 
Iniquities have carried us away lthe the Wind, all our Righteouſ- 
neſs is as filiby Rags. Inthe fame Chapter he alſo ſaith to th: 
Lord, Thou meeteſt him that rejoyceth, and workgth Righteouſ- 
neſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy Way. Here again thou 
mayſt ſce thatthere were trwoGenerations,one remembringGod 
inhis Way, and working Righteouſnels therein; and the other 
in their Imiquities, which carried them away as the Wind. 

J. B. Though all the Righteouſneſs of the Fewsin their A- 
poſtacy were and arcas filthy Rags; yet the Righteouſneſs of 
the tru: Chriſtians (the Church in Gud, made ofLiringSrone 
choſen anJ precious) are not as filthy Rags: It were horrible 
Blaſphemy 
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Blafphemy to ſay ſo, for Chrift is the Righteouſneks of the 
true Chriſt:ans, as ſaiththe holy Apoſtle, Bat of him are ye in 
Chrift leſus, wha of God is made unto us Wiſdom, Rrghteanſreſs, 
S an-lification and Redemption; fee 1Cor. 1.30... | 

J. B. Taxenoticeof this, Chriſt was and is in the true Chr;- 
ffians, mate of Godunto them Wiſdom, which Wiſdom did 
and doth lead them out of fin, which the Wiſdem of the Ser- 
pent hath led into; fo Chriſt the Power and Wiſdom of God, 
who leads them out of. Unrighteouſnels (which is Sin) he Cid 
and doth become THE|R Righteoutnels, who Redeemeth and 
SanCtifieth them. And this is the Righteouſneſs which we (the 
People of God called Quakers) own, ſtand and Plead for, and 
NO OTHER: This is the Righteouſne's which the Apoſtle 
Paul deſired to be found in, and not in his own Righteoul- 
neſs, which was of the Law, which he did ſometime hold up 
in oppolition to Chriſt the Subſtance, as way be ſcen at large in 
his Epiſtle to the Philippians, Chap. 3. The fame Apoſtle ſaid 
of the Jews, in tkeir Apoſtacy (thus) For they being Ignorant 
of God's Righteouſneſs, ard going about to Eſtabliſh their own 
Kighteouſneſs, have not ſubmuted themſelves to the Righteonſ- 
neſs of God, for Chrift s the end of the Law, for Rightceuſneſs 
ſake to every one that believes, Rom. 10. 3, 4. Chriſt offered 
up himſelf through the Eternal Spirit, as a Lamb without 
Spot and Bl:miſh, who by offering up himſelf once for all, put 
an End to the 7ews Offerings of Lambs, the Blood of Bull; and 
Goats, and all the reſt of their Carnal Shadowy Ordinances, 
which could not take away Sin, nor make the Comers thereunto 
Perfect, as appertaining to the Conſcience. But the Unhe- 
lieving Fews continued their Sacrifices in oppoſition to Chriſt the 
Subſtance, who had ended them, and (ov they foughtgo be ju- 
ſtified by the Shadowy Works of the Law, which had 
ended ; and though it was a Righteous thing in the ſight of God 
that the /ews ſhould obſerve ya. practice thoſe Outward,Shado- 
wy Works of theLaw which he had commanded,until Chrift had 
ended ny "cps when Chriſt had ended thoſe Works by. his one 
offering, & they ſtill continued in them, this was an Unrighteous 
thing inGods ſight,& therefore he rejeed them,yet they or 
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ed upon and judged what they did to be Righteous, and this the 
Apoſtle efteems their own Righteouſneſs,& ſo they;did not ſub- 
mit to the Righteouſneſs of God, (WHICH 1S CHRIST) but 
ftumblcd at the tumbling Stene, as its written: And TOO like 
theſe are many of the Profeffors of our Times, who hold up 
thoſe JEWISH Shadows (which never were a Command to us 
Genti/e:) in Oppoſition to Chriſt Jctus, who ſaith, I am rhe 
Light of the World, and he that followspne ſhall not walk in Dark: 
neſs, but have the Light of Life: andlaith, Believe inthe Light 
that you may be the Cyildren of the Light. -Now as concerning 
Chriſts putting an End to the Work of the Law, wedoNOT 
believe that Chriſt has put an end to the Command of God, who 
ſaid, Thou halt Love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart; and thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf : Thou ſhalt de no Mn ther : Thou ſhalt 
xot Stea', nor Covtt any thing that is thy Neighbours : Theis ſhalt 
not bear Falſe Witneſs, nor remove the Antient Land-mark,&c. 
But we believe that Chriſt fulfills theſe Commands in all them 
that threugh Faith and Obedience grow upin him (who is the 
trucVine) by leading them to do thoſe before-mentioned things 
which Ged Commands < fo the true Chriſtians ceaſe from the 
Shadows[.aad in Ehrift by his Vertue and Power] do Love God 
with all their Hearts, and-their Neighbour as themſelves, on 
' which Commands, as Chriſt ſaith, hang al the Law andthe Pro- 
phets, Mat. 22. 40. 


Concerning Perfettion. 


Þ* page 24- ]. B. faith, ſpeaking to the People ealled Quekers 
You hold that Per feftion in degree is attainable in this Life. 

Fn - Anſm. We doown the command of God, 
See- 17- . whoſaid unto Abraham, } am God all-ſuffici- 
Gen.*009. ents walk thou before me, and be thou PerfeR. 
Dent. 18.13. We ſay God was ſufficient to enable him to 
Pſalm 37. 37- keep his command; and we believe he did 

ſo: And we do believe the Command of 
Matth. 5.48, Chriſt, who ſaid, Be ye therefore perfets, as 
Luke 6. 40. your Father which is in Heaven is perfett. And 
1 Cor. 2.6. we do bckeve it is poffible to keep this com- 
mand 
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mand of Chrift, by and through the Virtuous 2 Cor.7.1. 

ſpiritual Preſence of Chriſt, in and with the 

believing DILIGENT SOUL. And we do FEpbeſ. 4. 1,12. 

believe that the Gifts which were and are given 13, 

for the PERFECTING of the Saints, did and Heb. 5.14. 

do accompliſh that for which they were and 

are GIVEN The Apoftle ſaid, We Labour that Col.1.28.& 4, 

we way preſent every man perfeft in Chriſt Fe» 12. | 
/m. And we do believe that many were per- 2 Tim. 3.17. 
feed in Chrift Jeſus, though ſome Crucifled Heb.1z.22,23, 
Chriſt unto themſelves afreſh, and put him &13,21,& 6.1. 
to open ſhame, as the Apoſtle faith. Wedo Famer 1. 4. 
belicve the holy Apoftle, who faid, Whoſo- 1Per. 5.10. 
ever is boyn of God,doth not commit Sin : for his 2 Cor. 13.9. 
Seed remaineth in him; and he cannot Sin, be» 1 John 3.9. 
cauſe he is Born of God. 

Now as to J. B's Charge, That we hold forth aud own, that 

Per fettion in degree is attainable in this Life. 

I Anſwer, The Word Degree concerning Perfettion, is nei- 
ther ous Word, nor did I ever read it in the Scriptures of Truth, 
as uſed by him concerning Perfe#5or. But this word Degree he 
hath thruſt into his Charge againſt us, thinking (no doubt) 
thereby to make it the more ſtrong ; but all his ſabour is in vain : 
He doth not declare what he meaneth by the word DEGREE, 
but if by Degree he mean a freedowr from ating or commuting Sin, 
ſuch a Perfeftion we do believe is attainable in this Life, by and 
through the mighty working of God and Chriſt in men and wo- 
men; and this is according to the command of God & Chrift, & 
the ine and Experience of the holy Apoſtles : Butif by the 
word Degree,).B. fnean a Perfetion of Glory in the HIGHEST 
attainment of Glery that can EVER be enjoyed,then we DEEM 
that ſuch a PerfeRion is attainable in this Life, or while we 
dwell here upon Earth: For WE ase of the ſame Faith the holy 
Apoſtle was of, whe when he was near to depart out of this 

World, ſaid, 7 have fonght a good fight, I have kept the Faith ; 
henceforth there i laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, gy 
a od 
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God the Righteous Fudge ſhall give unto me at that day ;, and not to 
me only, but to all thoſe that love bis appearance. i 

J. B. hath taken upon him to interpret' the Apoſtle Fobn's 
words, whoſaith,Wheſcever 5s Born of God death not commit Sin ;, 
he cannot Sin, &c. J. B. faith, The meaning of theſe Words can be 
but this, Whoſerver is Born of God,doth not make it his praftice to Stn. 

Anſw. . What Confufion, Falſneſls and Nonlence is this, to 
ſay that he who comarfts Sin doth not praftiſe Sin; this is hor- 
rible abuſe, and wrefting the holy Scriptures, which God will 
brins him to Judgment for: and if he do not Repent, and ceaſe 
from ſuch Ungodly filly work as this, he will bring DeſtruQion 
vpen himſelf, As I do underſtandthis J. B. is one of that fort 
of men, - who do in their Confeſſions tell the Lord God, that 
they ds Sin in their moſt boly Duties. Now if their moſt holy 
Duties, have Sin in them, then there is Sin in all thoſe other 
things which they call Duties, and conſequently in their Ati- 
ons, which they do not account Holy Duties; and ſo they make 
it their Practice to Sin ; and ſo according to his own Argument 
Such who make it their Prattice to Sin, are nat born of God; But 
toTpeak his mind more fully, Ido apprehend his meaning is, that 
the Children of God do not commit ſo much Sin, as the Children of 
the Devil do. | 
-  Anſw- When the Apoſtle..ſaith, He that is Born of God, 
doth not commit Sin; he alſo ſaith, He that commits Sin is of 
the Devil. In the next verſe he faith, /n this 38 the (Chil- 
dren of God manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil, &c. 
1 Joby 3.10. J. B. I ask thee, doſtnat thou believe that Ged 
is GREATER then the Devil? why then muſt Sin needs 
be.in. thoſe who are Born of God? (as thou wouldſt have it) 
Oh that thou ſaw thy Blaſphemy herein / it would ſurely make 
thee aſhamed and bring Sorrow upon thee: But if in thy judg- 
ment tho'e whom God BEGETS, whoare BORN of him,mufſt 
commit Sin, and live in it all their dayes, and Sin in their meſt 
Holy Duties. I as&, what DIFFERENCE doſt thou put be- 
tween God's Children, and the Devil's Children whom he be- 
gets, and whoare Born of him ; for the Devil hath a Generati- 
onof whom he is the Father, as Ghrifſt ſaid (ſee Fobn 8. 44) 

. or 
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For we believe that he that is Born of God is REGENERA- 
TED, that is, waſhed and cleanſed through the virtue of the holy 
Spirit of Chriſt, which is ſhed abroad abundantly in the Hearts & 
Souls of the true Believers; & by virtue of this,prowing up in it, 
as the Branches in the living Vine are they redeemed out of the 
ACT of Sin,and have dominion given them in and by Chriſt over 
IT, and the Devil who is the Anthor of it ; and fuch can fay,as the 
Apoſtle ſaid, Greater s he that # in w,than be that is inthe World 
(to wit) the Wicked, BY WHOM we overcome them; and ſuch 
can ſay as the Apoſtle ſaid,Of my ſelf 1 can do nothing but I can do 
alt things threwgh Chriſt that ftrengthens me ;, and ſuch can ſay, as 
the, Apoſtle {aid, We are CONQUERORS, and more than Con- » 
875 through him that' bath loved w;, andſuch do know Satan 
UISED under their Feet, BY "CHRIST the bleſſed Seed, 
hom” God promiſed ſhould bruiſe his HEAD - and the Apo- 
ctold the Believers in Chriſt, That God whom they 1 '4ited for 
uld ſuddain!y come, and bruiſe Satan under their FEET. d 

he Apoſtle ſaid, / tsve, yet not I, but Chriſt lives in we; and 
the Life that- 1 NOW LIVE IN THE FLESH, #*r «by che 
Faith of the Sonof God. [| Mark] this Life wasnot a Life in 
Sin; for Faith in the Son of God gives Viftory over Sin and 
the Devil, that is the author of it, Rom. 6. 2, 7. and the fame 
Apoltle ſaith, How fhallwe that are dead to Sin live any longer 
therein —— and he faid, He that is dead is freed from Sin. And he 
alſo ſpeaks in one of hisEpiſtles of dying daily;and in the aforeſaid 
Chapter ſayes, / am dead with Chriſt, &c. So he knew a time of 
diyng unto Sin, after his underftanding was opened to ce the ſin- 
fulnel: of it, & fo dying gradually to it,he came to be dead to it, 
and fo he faid(as before)1 live,yet not 1,but Chriſt lives in me. The 
Apoſtle Peter {aid to the Fews, Unto you firft God baving raiſed 
up bis Son Teſms, ſent him to bleſs you,tn turning away every one of 
you from bis | niquitts, Aﬀts 3.26. Mark ]. B. thus God ſent his 
Son to bleſs People, in turning them from their Iniquities; all Ini- 
quity is Sin,& all Sin is of the Devil: ſo THEY who are turned 
frem'Sin, which is the Devil's work, are under the Bleſſing : 
but they that continue in Sin to the end of their dayes, who 
Repent not, who forſake not, they are under the Curſe. 
Chriſt 
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rk 9A ;Whoſorver. commiteth Sin, 1 the Servant of Sin, 

ohn_$. 34. - And: the Apoile exborted, ſaying, Reſif rhe 
Devil, - and he wall flee from you, James 4.7. The Apoſtle 
John wrote to the Young-men, ſaying, Te are ſtrong, theevord 
of God abides in you, ye have evercoms the wicked One. Now 
mark. ].B. theſe Young mea were ſtrong, the Word or Seed of 
God did abide in them, and by his virtue and firength-they had 
overcome the wicked One, as he faith; and heyrote unto the 
Fathers, ſaying, Tow-bave kyown lim that is fromthe beginning. 
He doth charge NEITHER of. theſe with the a& of Sin, or 
committing of Sin at that TIME,though they had all ſinned; fot 
faith hey  1f we ſay we have not ſued ve mate him 4Lyar and bis 
Word i: not in #4. But theſe had-CEASED from Sin,accerding'ts 
the command of the Lord, who ſaid, Cleanſe your Hands, ye 
Sinners,, and purifie your Hearts ye dauble-minded, &c. But tg 
the Little Children he ſaid, I write anto yaw Little Children, be- 
cake your $ins are forgiven you for bis Name-ſake; butallo {aid, 
Little Children, theſe things b write unto you, that ye-Sin mot. 
Shewing hereby that though then all Sinwas not vanquilh't or 
overcome in them, yet they were to wait to grow up into 
Chriſt, and in himto Reignover it, as the Fathers add Young- 
men-did. br n +, T8 | 

© J-B. here'take notice Fobys writes to three ſtates, the weak- 
eſt of which he named his liztle Children, who though they ha® 
a love to him, andthe Teſti born by him, yet were they 
not eſtabliſhed in Chrift, orer all Sin and the Devil, the author 
of it, -as the Aged and firengin Chrift were. And as for 
7obu's ſlaying, 4 ye ſep have tto San, we deceive our ſelves, I 
fay and affirm, that his ſo ſaying doth no more prove him an aRval 
ſinner at that TIME, then the Apoſtle Femes his ſaying With the 
Tongue we curſe men, proves James a Curler of men at that 
time, which is. juſt no-proof at all -- For James writes to the 
twelve Tribes ſcattered, -many of whom were wicked, and ug- 
ruly Tongued,. and-Curſess,: as he ſaid; and he being 4 natural 
Few, who ſprung from-the-Loins of Abrabaw, as did all the 
Jews; in that fence he called them Brethren, but he was then no 
Curlcr, but abode in the Dotine of his Maſter, whofſaid, Blef 


them 
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them the Curfe you: And James ſaid, That wars Religion is min thet: 
b4th nat s Bridle to bis. Tongue. And-if James had-heen a Curlet at 
that time, his own Religion had been/VAIN, and he himſelf con- 
demned byChrift& by the Apoſtle Pep! allo ſor a Hypocrite,for 
judging that in them which HE ACTED HIMSELF, but he was 
.a holy Man of God and lived in the Poſſeſſion of the Good he ex- 
horted them ynto, and out of the bad he reproved themfor——So 
7«bn in the ſame way and manner ſpraking\in condelſcention,he al- 
lowing tholc his Jittle Children to have ſomerclation tohim, he 
being a faithful Labourer and traveller for their converſion, ſaith 
(wit reſpet to them) 1f we ſay we have no fin we deceive our 
ſelves, &c. Tobn lauh, that which we heave heard and ſeen de- 
clare we mito yes, that, you alſo may bave fellowſhip with ws, and 
try our felowſlup 1S. with. the Father, and with his Son Feſwa 
Chriſt: This then is the Meſſage which we have heard of him, 
and declare unto. you, that God 14 Light, andin him is no Dark: 
nefl atall: if we ſay we bave felbwſhin with him,and walk in Dark: 
nef, me Lye, andads net the Truth; but if we walkin the Light, 
a, he ii inthe Light, then bave we fellowſlip one with another, and” 
, Fes of Feſus Chriſ® his Son cleanſets a from al Sin, 
1 I. " . 

J, B. Hege take. notice Jobs, had fellowſhip with the Father 
and. Son, and} he wrote to the little Children' and. others, 
That they might have felowſinp with bim, &c. which none can 
have whenand while they are committing fin, which is the De- 
vils work (but, may when they have r and forſaken it.) 
Chriſt laid. to his Diſciples, Ye CANNOT ſerve God and Mam- 
mon,)e muff ferſake the.one & cleave unto the other. This Manmen 
ſignifies Earthly Riches, and if man cannot ſerve God and'ithem 
at. one and the ſame time (that is) fet them. up as Idols inhis 
Heart, then to be SURE Man cannot ſerve God and the Devil 
both at one time; for Light has no Communion with Dark- 
nels, nor Chriſt with Belzal, nor the Temple of God with 
Idols. ; Now the words of the Apoſtle Fohn, are as follow, 
Hethat comwittetb ; inu of - Devil, for the Devil ſinneth from 
the beginning ; for this purpoſe was the Sen of God made manifeſt, 
that be wight Deſtroy tbe my of the Devil. Theſe woxds _ 
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truly own, as we do the ether, whichare, He that « born of 
Ged doth not'commit ſim That is, we do-as ablolutely believe 

"that he that committeth fin is of the Devil, when and while he 
cormitteth fin (which is the Service of the Devil) as we be- 
lieve he thatis Born of God 06th not commit fin. In the fame 
Chapter the ſame Fobr ſaith, Let noman deceive you, be that 
doth  Righteouſneſe ir Rightrow, even as be is Righteow. And 
further faich, In this the Children of God are manifeſt, and the 
CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL; wh ſoever dothNOT Kighteouf- 
neſs ts NOT of God, &c. 1 John 3.7, 8, 9, 16. The Apoſtle Pax! 
faith; Rows. 6. 16. Know ye not that to whom ye yield your ſelves 
ſeruants ts obey, hnis ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, whether 
of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience untoRightronſneſs : And fur- 
ther.faith, Gal. 6. 7. If you live after the Fleſh you ſhall dye, but 
if ye throwzh the Spirit mortifie the deeds of the Body ye ſhall live , 
be that ſows tothe Fleſh ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption, but be 
that ſows to the Spirit fhall of the Spirit, reap Life Everlaſting 
Now who reads what is here written with a ſpiritual Under- 
ſtanding, may ſce that Fobn's Saying, if we ſay we have no in» 
&c. doth not prove that he was THEN AN ACTUAL SIN- 
NER, «though it doth ſhew that the little Children, who ſto6d 
inſome'relation to him, as aforeſaid, had not yet over-grown 
all fin {as we have EXPERIENCE in this Day of Gods migh 
Power, wherein he is making his People WILLING and alfo 
ABLE to forſake Sin; and the Devil, who is the author of it) 
and we do ſay, thergis a TIME which is given by the Lord God 
to Mankind to ſee their fins, 'and'a time te be made truly Sor- 
rowſul for 'them , and UNFEFGNEDLY TO REPENT 
and to be forgiven in the Name of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, who 
taſted Death for EVERY MAN; and a TIME to grow up IN 
Chriſt, into Dominion over Sin, and the DFvil, who is the Au- 
thor of it; ſo that weſay this Work is wrought GRADUALLY 
in men & women,people are not ſo ſoonconverted, waſhed and 
cleanſed from all their fins,as they come to'the ſight of them, but 
there is a STRONG Spiritual Combat or Warfare to be known 
after manis convinced of his ſin, before he beW HOLLY dead to 


Xx, and redeemed from it,and the Devil who is the Author Ws 
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and all who belicvc in the Spiriewal and Divine Light of Chriſt, 
which ſheweth them their ſins,and PATIENTLY wait THERE- 
IN, they will ſee this Work wrought in orderto their Salvation; 
though they Gr ſow in Tears, they ſhall certainly afterwards 
reap in Joy,and though their Temptations, Troubles an} Sorrows 
may be maay,God will certainlydeliver them out of themall, 
.B. As for thy interpretation of Fobn's Words (that is) 

He that is horn of God doth net commit Sin: Itis Unſcriptural, 
Unreaſonable and Ungodly ; 'it is not the holy Scriptures, nor 
the Greek Copies, which thou caleſt the Orzginal that is thy 
Rule for this thy Ungodly Writing and Perverting of Zob»'s 
Words, . but thy own Wicked, Dark and Sinfull Imaginations ; 
I defire thou may find a place of Repentance, and ſo forgiveneſs 
at Gods hand; and ceaſe from ſuch Ungodly Work as this, fpr if 
thou do not, God will reward thee according to thy Ungodly 
Deeds, and the Cup which thou muſt drink (as the reward of 
thy Work) will be Bittexs. Jobr faith, In thus the Children 
of God made manifeſt,and the Children ef the Devil ;, whoſocver 
doth not Righteouſneſs ts rot of God © But thouargueſt, That the 
born of God do commit fin, which is Blaſphemy ;, but ſeeing 
this is thy Ungodly Opinion, that the born of God doth commyr 
fin; I fay, .the born ©f the Devildothno more but commit 
fin; ſohere thou purſt not a righr difference betwixt the Righ- 
teous and the Wicked, and fo thou art not God's Miniſter or 
Mouth to the People, but in theſe thy Ungodly Interpretations 
of the holy. Scriptures thou art the Miniſter and Mouth of 
the Father of Lyes, who hath led people intofin, who relleſt 
them they muſt never come out of iton-this fide the Grave, 
Thus thou and many others have made agreement with 
Death, and a Covenant with Hell for Term of Life, and if 
you do not know this Covenant broken by Chrift Jeſus, and by 
kim be led-out of ſin, your Rewar] will be Milexable-in the 
World to come: but we greatly deſze your Unfeigned Repen- 
tance and Salvation. 

What a Wi'd D ſtrafted Interpreter of the holy Scriptures. 
is this ]. B? If he go on to interpret the reſt of the Commands 


of God and Chiift, as he hath done theſe Commands to ms 
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ſe2, Holyp &c.' what! Mad, Work will. he make ?, it ap 
pears it is not the Strigitures/ of Truth, nor the Spitit of God- 
that moſt behis-Rule, but rather the Temptations of the W.ck- 
ed One, which hath large room in his Unbelieving Heart, as 
this Ungodly Plea doth largely manifeſt, Gods Command is, 
T hou fhalt done Murd:r : Now according to J. B's Wild Inter- 
pretation of the befare-mentigned Commands, he may fay, 
Thoſe who are born- of God may or muſt Murder : But they 
may not Murther with that allowance that. ſome other Mur- 
derers da, or they muſt not do ſo much Myrder as ſome others 
do. *Again, God faith, Thou, ſhalt net Steal: But ], B. may 
ſay by his Mad Rule of arguiag; they may or muſt Steal7, but-' 
they who are born of God may not or muſt not. Steal with that 
allowance that others who are not born of God do, or they 
muſt not ſteal ſo much as ſuch do. And after this his Ungodly 
way of arguing he-may deal thus with the reſt of the Com- 
mands of God and Chriſt. , 

J-B: to ſtrengthen thy Plea for the Devil, and Sin, which 
is his Work; thou mentioneſt Pax!'s Words, who laid, That 
which [ would not do, that do I. 

Anſw. Pax! and all the Saints, who did (and do) wait dili- 
gently upon God, did and do growfrom one degree of 
Grace unto another; and Paxil did grow up in Chriſt unto a bet- 
terand ſtronger State: He ſaid, / am Cracified wth Chriſt, &c. 
1 live, yet not I, but Chriff lives in me; and the Life that I now 
live in the Fleſh, 1 live bythe Faith of the Sonof God. And he 
faid, [can do all things through Chriſt that ſtrengthyeth me. And 
he faid,1 bave fenght a —_ fight, I have k:pt the Faith, &c, And 
he ſaid, The' Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus hath ſet 
me Free fromthe Law of Sin Death. Thus it doth appear 
that he did out-grow.thoſe Weakneſſes which he doth mention 
inghe 7th Chapter to ahe Kowans; ſec Chap, 8. 

J. B: faith, David brake the fp th. and, ſeventh Command- | 
ment. 

- " Anſw. 1 ſay, David repented,bore the Righteous Judgments 
of Go1 for ſo doing, anddid ſo-no more, o 99 forettd: he 


CiJ not ſay, that he muſt continue. breaking the copy C 
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God all his dayes, as many of the Prieſts and Profeſſors of Enc- 


land and other Nations do; heprayed to God te cleanſe him 
from his ſecret Sins, and from Blood-guiltineſs, and God heard 
his Prayer, anddid ſo; and it is written,that David turned nct 
aſide from any thing that God commanded him all the dayes of 
his Life, fave only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite, 1 Kings 
1f.5- Davidis laid to bea manafter God's own Heart, 1 Sam, 
13.14: Sohe was before he committed that great Sin, in the 
cale of Uriah and his Wife; and fo he was after God had ſan- 
Aified him thxough his Righteous Judgments and Mercy : he 
prayed to God to Waſh him, and heſaid, / ſhalt be whiter than 
Snow: make wmeto hear joy and gladunefi, that the Bones which 
thou haft broken may rejoyce: Create in me anew Heart, O Ged, 
and renew a right Spirrt within me —= take not thy hely Spirit from 
me, Plal.52.7, tothe 15th. 

J.B. in pag. 26.thouchargeſt the Apoſtles,T hat they all at one 
clap forſook or denyed Chrijt.To prove this thy Charge, thou bring- 
eſt, Mark 14.50.66. which doth not prove thyCharge againſt 
them ALL; Peter did deny him, but when the Cock crew, he 
turned about and Wept bitterly : Here was timely and- un- 
feigned Repentance; he did not ſay, be muſt continue deny- 
ing his Maſter all his Dayes, but he ſoon became a valiant fol- 
lower of Chriſt,and a ſufferer with him and for him. /Jarkfaith 
the others ed, but doth not ſay, they all at once denyed their 
Maſter : butit appears by their leaving of him at that time, that 
they did not fo boldly confels him before his Enemies, as after- 
wards they did. But let ]. B. conſider,that this weakneſs which 
appeared in them, was before the Holy Ghoſt was come upon 

"them in that FULNESS,which after the Death and Refurreion 
_ of theis Maſter they received : The Holy Ghoſt was NOT = 
given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet glorified, fohn 7. 39. But after 
theywere endewed withPower from on high,they confeſſed him 
with great boldneſs & ſuffered with him & for him Boldly. J. B. 
+ here thou makeſt Ungodly fhifts to plead for Sin term of Life, 
which plea of thine is to uphold the Devil's Kingdom, which 
ſtands in Sin,and thyplea is againſt the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
doth ſtand in Holineſs and ky 4 : God will reward thee 
| C 
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according to thy Deeds, if thou do not come to unſeigned R <- 
pentance; but it is thy Repentance and Salvation that we cefire. 
lathe aforeſaid page, J. B. quotes David's words, who faid 
in Pſalms 14.1.&53.1,3. There is none that deth good &c. Which 
Paul repeats in Rem.3.11,12.to the 20.wl ere ke doth plainlyopen 
the Words of David thus, Now( laith he)we know that what 
things ſotver the Law ſau), it ſaith tothem who are nndcr 
the Law, that every Mouth may be ſtopped, and allthe WORLD 
may become guilty before God. The lame Apoſtle faith, Chrift is 
the end of the Law for Kighteouſnef ſake, to every one that be- 
lieves, Rom. 10.4. The fame Apoſtle ſaid to the Saints, Sm 
ſhall: ot have dominion over you: for you are not under the Law, 
bat under Grace, Rom. 6.13. The pes Apoftle ſaith, Know- 
ing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the Body of 
Sin might be deſtroyed ; that benceforth we ſhou'd not ſerve Sun, 
Rom. 6.6, And he faith, How ſhall we that are dead to Sin live 
any longer therein, Rom. 6.2. And theſame Apoſtle faith to the 
Galatians, If ye be led by the Spirit, ye arenet under the Law, 
Gal.5.18. None are true Chriſtians, but thoſe who are led by 
the Spirit of Chriſt: as the Apoſtle ſaith, If any man have net 
the Spirit of Chriſt,he is noxe of his: And as many as ave led by the 
Spirit of God,they are the Sons of God;ſaith the holy man ofGod : 
and fuch are not under the Law, being come out of the Tranſ- 
greſſhon,upon which (or becauſe of which) the Law was added. 
Beſidesin the 14. & 5 3. Pſalms, and in Row. 3. David and Paul 
ſhew thatGod had a People in thoſe Dayes, which he diſtinguiſh- 
ed from thoſe workers of Iniquity ; he faid, Have the workers of 
Iniquity no Knowledge,who eat up my People as they eat Bread and 
call not upon the Lord? and he ſaid, The Wicked were in great fear 
for God us in the Congregations of the Righteow. Mark,God hada 
Righteous Congregation then, though they might be few in 

Number, Pſalms 14.4, 5.% 53-4- . 
J. B. quotes Zer.17.9. The Heart is deſperately wicked, who 


can kyow it ? The Prophet doth anſwer the Queſtion in the 


Name of the Lord, ſaying, / the Lord ſearch the Heart, / 

try Reins, to give unto every man qu—_ bis wayes, and 4c- 

Forging to the Fruit of his doings. God hath promiſed b _w 
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Mouth of his holy Prophet, that he will take away the Stony 
Heart out of the Fleſh, and that he will give a Heart of Fleſh, 
that People may walk in his Statutes, Ezek,u.19. And the 
Spir:t of Truth, which Coth lead the Saints inte all Truth, the 
fame doth Convince the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment : and whatſoever is reproved and condemned by God 
in Men and Women, the fame is fnade known to be Evil, by the 
ſpiritual Light of Chriſt Jeſus. Every one that doth Evil, hates 
he Light, and will not bring his Deeds to it But he that dath 
Truth bringeth his Deeds tothe Light, that they may be made ma- 
nifeſt that they are wrought in God, as faith the Apoſtle. 

]. B. God faith, Wo wnto the Rebelliows Children, who take 
counſel, but not of me, that cover with a covering, but not of my 
Spirit,that they may add Sin unto Singlla. 30.1. Thou haſt given 
lrge Proof in this thy Pamphbler, that thou art not covered with 
the”Spirit of God; for if thou wert, thou wouldſt not thus 
wickedly wreft the holy Scriptures to cover thy felt in thy Sins, 
neither would thou rake up the weaknels and failings of tuch a- 
mongſt God's People, who at ſometimes did Evi', but Repent- 
ed and forſook their Evils, and were forgiven by the Lord, as 
in the caſes of David and Peter. God made Man perfect, and 
the Devilhath brought man into Imperfeftion, by leading him 
+ intoSin and Rebellion againſt God. So thy Plea for Sin and Im- 
perſefien term of Life,is a plea for the Devil and his Kingdom, 
whoſc Kingdom ſtands in Sin; and thou art in this thy plea a» 
gainſt Chriſt Jeſus and his Ringdom, which ſtands in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the holy Ghoſt : So be aſhamed 
of thy Ungodly Work and Repent. 


Concerning God's dwelling in his People. 


In page23. J.B. faith, Jf there be that in ww, which if obeyed 
leads te Heaven, then ſure we bear a part in our Fuſtifieation our 
ſelves which giveth the Apoſtle tothe Epheſians the Lye,who tells ua 
we are ſav:d by Grace through Faith, &c. 

Anſw. God who cannot Lye hath promiſed, that he will 
walk and dwell in his People, and teach them himſelf. _— = 

poltle 
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"Apeſtle ſaid to the Saints, There i one God over all, through all, 
and in you all. Mark, God was in themall; and the Apoſtle 
faid, ' live, yet not 1, but Chrift lives in me: and he (aid to 
ſome, who queſtioned whether Chriſk,did ſpeak in him or no, 
Try your ſelves, kyow you net that Feſua Chriſt is in you, except ye 
be Reprobates. And the Apoſtle Fohnſaid, God is Leve, he that 
awelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and God in him { mark, God «n 
him] and the Apoſtle Zehn ſaid, We know that the Son of God 43 
come, hath given uan under (tanding that we may know him that 
is true; and we are tu himthat is true, even in his Son Feſwa Chriſt, 
and this is the true God and Life eternal,1 Foh.5.19,20.  Andit's 
written, He that hath the Son hath Life,and he that hath the Son 
hath the Father alſo. Chriſt in his Prayer to the Father ſaid of his 
Diſciples, / in them, and thou iz me, John 17. 21. to the end of the 
Chapter. Thus ir plainly appeats;that the Chr:t:ans did and do 
enjoy God and Chrift within. 'God is a Spirit,as Chriſt ſaid ;, and 
the ſecond Adam was made a quickning Spirit,as the Apoſtle faith. 
So God and Chriſt within is ſufficient to lead unto Salvation, be- 
ing obeycd: and thus to own God and Chriſt within, did not, 
nor doth not lead the Chriftians to juſtific themſclves, or as ]. B. 
phraſes it,Fo bear « = in their own Juſtification, nox to give the 
Apoſtle the Lye, whoſaith, Te are ſaved by Grace through Faith. 
Now mark the great Ipnorance of this J.B. he grants that People 
are faved by Grace through” Faith. 1 ask J. B. then muſt not 
theywho are ſoſaved have this Grace, & this Faith within them ? 
would he have them to be ſaved by Grace through Faith, and 
yet have neither Grace nor Faith inthem? Oh, groſs Igno- 
rance!' The Martyr Stephen was a man full of Faith, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt or Spirit. And the Apoſtle exhorted, ſaying, Fe 
not drunk, with Wine, wherein ss Exceſs;, bus be ye filled with the 
Spirit. The Apoſtle faith, /r is agood thing that the Heart be eft a- 
blifhed with Grace. And (ure this Grace guſt be in their Hearts, 
with which their Hearts were to be eſtabliſhed. The Apoſtle 
exhorted the Saints to teach and admoniſh, &c. with Grace in 
their Hearts, Col. 3.16, And the Myſtery of Faith is held in a 
pure Conſcience, as its written in the holy Scriptures. The 
Grace of God that bringeth S aluati#n._ hath appeared to alt =; as 
| | ait 
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faithghe Apoſtle, Tit. 2. 11. And the appearance of it is withis 
Man ang, Woman, as I have proved by the Scriptuses : and-the 
Lore ſaid untothe Apoſtle, My Grace 3s ſufficient for thee, my 
ſtrength is made perfebt in weakreje.. They who do believe inthe 
Grace,do know the ſufficiency of it,yeazof the leaſt meaſure of it, 
to their comfort to preſerve & fave them ; but thoſe who dv de- 
ſpight unto it, *andcontinue i0-Unbelief, ſhall come to know the 
ſufficiency of it to condemn them't Andby this Grace which hath 
appeared to all men,the Lord will be clear of all tkeWicked,who 
periſh in theis Wickednels;yea,he wilt overcome them all, when 
he brings his Righteous Judgments upen thera for their Rebelli- 
on. .. Happy arc all they, who do believe and continue ftedfaft 
in, obedjence} unto the Grace of. Ged 5 but>Wo'to the 'Wick: 

ed, whotonyinue in Rebellion againftit.” ©) 

The People of God in fcorfy called Quakers, do believe and: 
fay as the haly Apoſtle did, -who ſaid, We are not able tothink, « 
goud Thought: of ow? ſelnesy NG do mcg ems 
55 g00ch”) do belicye thav its poſſible *to'grow to fuch # 
\xeore in Chit ſefigyby vicuue of hitfþiritualpreſence WITH- 

, as that by vixtue thereof the TRUE- BELIEVER may be 
ENABLED to.doall things which God doth require of HIM ; 

and of. thisbebef wiv the Apoſtle, whelaid; 7c ds ab rhings 

threugh. Chrift thet fbrengthneth ws; *  Thiough the® kay uo 

_ Maexcy at: Goal we are made ſehfible, that as Chriſt faid, fo 

tis, Without him we can do nothing. And the Apoſtle ſaid, We 

HGH; Workmanſhip,created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 

ordained that we ſhonld walk in them:  Andit 1s 

all ourWorks #6 A61 And : Prophet, 

ndſoley. WE. ;\fer 1/6, 3612, Epboſe 2 109 1707 
Prog inn yaw tt 5s ASHLEY: a» wc 
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Poſtſcript. 
Bring 4 Seriptural Teſtimony to the perfett Works of 
God in bis People. 


Cs out from amongſt them, and be "ye ſeperate, ſaith 
the Lord, "and touch no unclean thing, end I will re- 
406 you; and 1 wil be your Father, andye ſhall be my Sons and 
- Dangher, faith the Lard God Almighty ;, "fre Iſa. $2.11. 2Cor, 
6.16,17. read the Chaptcr''through. The holy Apoſtle faith, 
God forbill that I ſhoxld gtory SAVE (or except) in the Croſs of 
our Lord -Teſwa Chriſt, iy whom the World is crucified unto me, and 
L wnto- the World : For EN Chriſt Fe » neither Girenweiſion a+. 
ayy thingg:nef Onci bat: A NEW! CREA> 
TURE; gnd a; winy & WALK: TO THIS RULE, 
PEACE rkiger, &c, Gal.6.14,15,16: 


ongſt the unclean, 
of 2 theſe 


and the World is Croribed to en: and as Oy as WALK 
i rebel Gr 


bs b expres. ke 
wer ap Projet te Hbly, For 1: 
your God am Holy. * And God is perfe&t, and his way is RD 
and his work is perfeR, as it is written, 2 $4m.22.31. Pſal.18. 
30. Dent. 32.4. Chriſtlaith, Except a man be Born again, be 
canne enter intothe K ingdow of God, John 3-5- Matth,19.28. 
Tit. 3. 5. \ Thofe who are Born again, are new Creatures; 
theſe Worſhip" God in the newne{gof the Spirit of God and of 
Chrift, m which they come to fee the Promiſes of God and 
. Chriſt fulfilled, who ſaid, 1 wil walk in them; &e. | will teach 
my People my ſelf I will write my Law in their Heart, &c. 
Bpbeſ4 6. Levit. 26.12, Rev.21.3. Fere31.33. Chrift 
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"Thrift faid, 7 and wy Father k. will come and mke-vney” ABODE 
with yew. ' The Converſatioris of all ſuch are ſweet and clean 
according to the commands of God and Chriſt, and the Do- 
Arines and Examples of Chrift and his holy Apoſtles; and ſuch 
wre the tive owners, and lovers, and 5 £acver of the holy 
Scriptures. And NOT thoſe who make their boſt of their love to 
,and Chrift, and to them; and yet in their EVIL Lives and 
Converſations denyboth God,and Chriſt,and them;livin; in,(and 
loving) and ptcading for « continuance in Sin to the cnd of theis 
dayes, all which is dire&ly contrary to the commands of God 
and Chriſt plainly laid down in the Scriptures. And God ſaid un 
to Rebellious 7ſr#e/, © that thou badſt bearkged to my Command- 
werts then bad thyPeace have been as a River thyMiehreenſre /s 
ai the Waves of the Sea! 1a.48.18. Bleſſed are they whodo his 
Commandment, that they may have right to the Tree of Life,& 
may enter in through the Gate into the City; for WITHOUT 
are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and Murder- 
ers, and Idglaters, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a 'LYE, 
Rev. 22. &14.” Chriſtprayed for his Diſciples;laying,/ pray not 
that theu ſhonldft take them out of the world, but pip. ol ſhoulaſt 
PRESERVE them FROM the EVIL, jobn 17.15. Again, 
when he taught them to Pray, he ſaid, Pray thu, Delwver wa 
FROM ALL EVIL,:&ec. ' And Jeſusfail, Whar ſerver ye ſhell 
rk in my Name, thatwill 1 do, that the Father 'may bt glorified 
inthe Son, John 14.13. The Apoſtic Joby ſaith, And whatſo- 
ever we ak, we vecerve of him,becanſe we keep bis Commandments, 
and do theſe things that are pleaſing in bis ſught; &c, And he that 
beepeth bis Commandments, DWEELETH IN HIM, and be IN 
him: And hereby we kxow that be abideth\1N US; "by the Spirie 
Which be barb given we, 1 Jobn't. 22, 24: fee alfs Fob 36.23. 
Again,” Jelusfaid; Atl things wharſeever ye ſhall ah. in Prayer, 
believing ye ſhall receive, Matth. 21.22. "Chriſt ſaid, /fye abide 
IN ME bee ye ſhall wh what yewwill and it ſhall be given wnto you, 
Johiv1'5:7. Jeſus who ſaith, Be pirfe?; &c. alſolanh; 1f'@ war 
Hove wit he W1 LL ker wy wotds, ind my\ Father will luve him,and 
WE will COME ante him and make OUR ABODE with bim > 
he that foverh me NOT ,kgeprtb NOT. my Sayings &uc. John 14.2 3, 
At 24. Agaid 
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R4<): Again, He that hath wy Commandments, an, 
Be 568 LOVETH ME. ant te that wth ” Grd be 
be'pved. of wy Fathers fee-yerle 21. Again, Jelps laid, .1f Je 
KEEP my Commandmerts, ye ſhall abide in my { ove, even 4s 7 
have kept my Fathers Commandment s,and abide tn his Love, Chap. 
15. verſe 10. -,, Agaia,, the.hely, Apoſtle. Fobn, daith, . By thu, we 
kyow that we. 1m the Che{aren of fad, "whey we.lowe God and 
KEEP HiS Commandments: For zbys i6.the love of God that, mg 
KEEP hu ( omm mdeent-; and bu Commandments are NO 'T 
GRIEVOUS, 1 Fehn 5.2, 3. Again, Corcumcifion 45 nothing, 
and Uncircumsifuon ts nothing, hut the KEEPING. the command; 
bby oo 3% We fa God he. faid.pato Abraham, | am God 
| All ſuſficeeliify walk, tha beforamez and be thougerfett. LS4ane 
Abraham oþe #78 Foite, and hept;my Charge, m Aa por yrs 
ments,” my Stratuterand my Laws, Gen, 26.5, hriſt ſaid 
unto" the Rebellious. Fews, 1f ye were Abraham's Children, ye 
would do the Works of eat Chriſt ith, Every one that 
5rperfed ſpall be 66. bis; Maſter, Luke 6: 4+ . The Apaſtle . Peter 
prayed. forthe Believers, thag God would make them perfeR, 
1 Per.;$.10.. \ Jelus ſaid unto the Rich' Young-wan, * If thou 
© wilt be perfe&, go and ſelt that thou: haſt, and- vo k to ” 
valor and ow Ws hang 1 Aga grepanhce , _ mg 
ow 65 ice 19421 pits, edto the, Fa- 
his Diſcighes, be os 2 which thou: gaveſt 
"a5 ov ire them, that Par baoyh de one, even as WE 
are one ;.l GEV, .and.thov-in me;-that they =y Gong 
*PERFECT i ;: ſeg Foby17.22, 23- . And Jeſus ſaid, *Nei- 
ALONE; boe for them. ALSO: Sharthal 
AL 0; 
zyerof Chriſt Jehwgnggar is og 


wa ot y believe in himt{ his is rruly 

comfortable to al trucBelievers ug as 5-2 ge LordGod 

for. ater ERFRCY ledaigy, * amongthem 

"thatare Lpantabe om 4; this world ,&ec-but the 
% 


G's 
(or cn the behalf a ALL, whe 


c {ec-1: Cor. 24657. in, Paw 
her ew vr 4-5 yo ECT, 2 Cor. 13.1. The Apo 

ftles lahaptcs they might preſent every man PIBFECT 
"oy 
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IN Chrift Jeſas ; ſee Col. r. { 8. , Paul preached Chrift WITH- 
IN the Coloſſians, the hope of Glory, - verſe 27. Again, Epa- 
© phras who is one of you, a Servant of Chriſt ſaluteth you al- 
* wayes, labouring for you ferventlyin PRAYERS, that ye 
«may ſtand PERFECT. and Compleat in ALL the will of God; 
ſec Chap. 4. verſe12. Again, the Apoſtle gives Teſtimony to 
the Inſpiration of God, which giveth a right underſtanding of 
the things of God, and to the holy Scriptures, &c. ſaying, 
© Theſe Gifts are giveu that the man of God may be PERFECT, 
*THROUGHLY furniſhed unto ALL GOOD WORKS®, 

2 Tim. 3.:6,17. Again, the Author te the Hebrews prayed 
for them, That God wonld make them PERFECT: in every good 
Work to do bis Will, Heb.13.21 Again, Strong Meat belong- 
eth to them that are PERFECT (ſoit isrendred in the Margin): 
whe by Reaſon of uſe have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both 
Good and Evil, Chap. 4. 14+ Moſes the Man of God faid, 
Givegar, Oye Heavtns, and I will Feak,and Hear, O Earth, the 
words of my Mouth: My DoErine ſhall drop a4, the Rain, my 
Sheech ſhall diffsl as the Dew, as the ſwall Rain upon the tender 
Herb, and as the Showers upon the Graſs; becauſe I wil publiſh 
the Name of the Lord ;- aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our God, he u the 
ROCK, hu Work i: PERFECT, &c. a God of Truth, and with- 
ext Iniquity,Fuſt endRight us he;T HET bave Corrupted themſelves, 
their #þo: 1s not the (pot of his Children, Gc. Do youthurequite 
the Lord, O Fooliſh People ! Devut. 32.1,2, 3,4, 5,6. read the 
Chapter through ; ſec Chap. 31. 27. to the end. 

*Reader, Many Sweet, Heavenly and Comfortable Sayings 
' T have ColleQed out of the holy Scriptures, whereby Gods Love 
unto all Men and Women is clearly held forth IN CHRIST Je- 
ſus, the bleſſed Seed, whom God hath promiſed ſhall bruiſe the 
Serpents Head, whobrought ip the Curſe, Death and Repre- 
bation, by leading Manand Woman into fin: Towr Sins, ſaith 
God, have with-holden good things from you, Jer. 5.25. Chriſt 
is Ged's free Gift (as have plainly ſhewed beferc) both unto 
Fews and Gentiles, tobe his Salvation to the ends of the Earth ;, be 
raſfted Death for every man,as the Apoſtle faith.He is the true Light 
who lighteth every one that __ into the World; he w_ 

e | 
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] am the Light of the'World, he that felloweth me ſball not wat in 
Darkneſs but be ſhall have the Light of Life: He (aid, Beliere in the 
Light that Je.mey be the Children of the Light - (as is ſhewed bc- 
fore) The Childrex of Light are the Childrenof God, for Gcd is 
L.ht,and in biz is no Darkneſs at all, as faith the Apoſtle, 1 7obye 
1.5. Again, Chap. ;. Verſ. 5, 6. fohbn ſaith unto the Saints 

concerning Chriſt] Te know that he was manifeſt to TARE A- 


' "WAY our Sins, whoſoabideth in him ſinneth NOT. Again, He 


is able tc ſave them tothe uttermoſt them that come to God by him, 


' Heb.7.25. O b!effſed art all 5 crop believe in,and fankfully follow 


him, the Lamb of God, he taketh away their Sins : be being made 


 Perfelli the Anthor of Eternal Salvation unto AL L'them that ©- 


BET him, Heb. 5. 9. Daniel the Prophet, who propheſied of 


" Righteouſneſsy, ſee Dan. 9.24. to the end. J 


the coming of the A7z$iab,which is Chriſt Jeſus, and of his Suffers 
ings,he declared the End or EffeRs thereof, Namely, To make an: 
END of SIN, to finiſh Tranſgrefſion and to bring in Everlaſting 

lhe Ehrifhluc To 


» this tnd wail borin, and for thit cauſe came I imo the World, that 


1 ſhould bear wittieſs unto the Truth;, every onethat ts of the Trath 
beareth MY VOICE, John 1837. And Jeſus ſaid, / came to cal 


 fenviers to Repentance. He th:t COVERETH bis Sins ſbat NOT 
proſper, but whoſo confeſſeth ard forſaketh thew, ſhall have AMer- 
_ ty, Prov. 28. 13. eſe are faithful Sayings of God, {ſpoken 
through his Son, ahd his Prc phets, and Apoſtles; here is a 
*Cloud of witnefſes, who ina fwect Unity and Harmony and 
_ Clearnef, ſpeaks forth the Univerſal Love of God to Mankjnd, 


in Chriſt Jeſus, inſefiding him to make an end of Sin, the Dc- 
yils Wotk : The Wagesof Sin is Death,asfaith the Apoſtle, which 


NOT being Repented of and forſaken, brings into tte Pit of end- 


* .and forſakin 


'lefs Tortnentz a BARE confeſfing of Sin witheut repenting 
will NOT bring Men & Women to lay down their 


Heads in PEACE with God. Therefore Wo unto thoſe who 


= 


0 on-in their fifis unto the end of their Dayes upon Earth, 
| aking up and down inthe Scriptures of Truth, to gatherup 


_ "the Failings & MISCARRIAGES of ſome among God's Rgople, 


who for want of diligent Watchfulneſs were overcome by their 


* *Soul:Enemy,butUnteignedly Repente& and Ceaſed from the'E+ 


vil,% did learn.to do well,and ſo were forgiven; as in the eaſes of 
. David 
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Pavid and Peter, wr hefe Miſcarriages ata time or ſcme few 
times, is new made as TEXTS enthcm to preach up IMPER- 
FECTION 3nd 'SIN fot Termof Life. Wo to thoſe ſort of 
Preachers, if they Co net Repevt of this Unchriſtian and Un- 
godly Preaching, and cegſe thcre-from they will not culy De- 
ſroy themſelves, but allo thoſe who give up themſelves to be- 
lieve andlove their finful DoQrine, who by this Wicked preach- 
| ing do take courage and GREAT boleneſs to conwnuc in; ſing 
| and to love it, and ro commit it with greedimeſs, yea, to drink'it 
-up abundantly, cveg as an'Ox drinks up Water, and to pull it 
ahd draw it upon them, as with Cords and Cartxopes, as its 
"written. This fort of Teachers God is. againRt, his Soul is grie- 
ved by them from day to day : 'Oh! that they would conſider 
it, and lay it to'Heart and Repent before itbe'toolate. The 
Woes were of Old, and tow are, into all thoſe Preackers and 
* Hearers, who are covered, and NOT with the hely pure Spitit . 
: of the Lord God, in which #irir God is worſhipped, as Chriſt 
faith. Woro the Rebelliow Children, whe take Connſel but not of 
me (ſaith the Lord God) who cover with a'Covering, but NOT 
hs 'of my SPIRIT, that they may ADD Sin umo Sin, 1a. 30. 1. 
Wo unto thrwthat call Evil Good, and Good Exil, &c. Won 
'to thew who juftific the Wicked FOR a Reward, &c. Therefore 
44 the Fire devoureth the Stubble, awd the Flame conſumeth the 
1- - Chaſf, ſo their ROOT hai be Rottexneſs, ard their BLOSSO M 
ſhall go up as Duſt, becanſe they have caſt away the I aw of the 
; Lordof Hoſts, and deſpiſed the Word of the hely'One of Iſrael. 
Wo to thew that ave Wien their own eyes, Oc. itz 5-18, to the 
, 25th, read the Chapter through. Wo rothe Wicked, it ſhall be 
Ji with biz, for the Renard of his Hands ſhall be eiven him. 
What mean ye that ye beat w People, GC. andgrind the Faces of 
-#he Poor, faith the Lord God of Hoſts ? Moreover, the Lord ſaith, 
. Becanſe the Daughters of Zion are Hanghty, and walk with 
ffreteined-out Netts, and warton EYES, ©ce. Thereforethe 
Lord will Smite with a SCAB the Crown (or Top) of the Hel 
of the «Daughter of Zign. Jeruſalem 5s Ruined, and Judah is 
Fablen, begauſe their TONGUE andtheir Doings are againſt 
'the Lord, -to proveke the Eyes of bis Glory. They declare rhtir 
Sn 
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Sin a: Sodom — Wo 5 their SOULS, for they have Re- 
warded EVIL unto THEMSELVES, 16a. 3. 8, to the 18th, 
read the Chapter through. In this Chapter the Proud and 
Wonton Women of our Age may read their pattern, and ſee 
whoſe Ungodly Example they follow, an1 alſo they may ſee 
what Ruin, Deſtruction arid Miſery they brought upon them- 
ſelves, as the juſt Reward of their Ungodly Lives; and (ceing 
God did thus puriſh the Proud and Wanton Women under the 
Profeſſion of the Law, certainly he will not juſtifieſuch Perſons 
or Practices under the Profeſſion-of Chriſt and his Goſpel; for 
though the Law could not make the Comers thereunto Perfe&t, 
as pertaining uato the Conſcience, yet- (then) God did got 
leave himſelf without a Witneſs in them :- (Fe gave them bis good 
Spirit to inſt ruff them, as Nehemiah (aith, but they rebelled againſt 
it ;) but Chriſt and his Goſpel can make them that come to him 
P-rte&, evenas pertaining to the Conſcienee ; and that whicty 
makes theConſcience good, and brings it into a perfe&t cleannels,, 
the ſame keeps Man and Woman clean in their Converſations 
outwardly, and ſuch who do believe is and obey Chr | Jeſus, 
* he teaches them to be truly Meck and Lowly and Humble, ac- 
cording to the bleſſed Command and Example which he gave 
inthe Dayes of his fleſh, who faid; Learn of we, I am Meck 
and LOWLY in Heart, and ye ſpall find REST TO YOUR 
SOULS. The Apoſtle Peter in the holy Gheſt exhorted theWo- 
men to be ſubjett znto their own Husbands 2 (Andſaid) whoſe 
Aadorning,let «t not be the outward Adorning, of Plating the Har, 


NOR of. WEARING of GOLD, &c. But let it be 


the bidden Man of the Heart, tuthat which s NOT Corruptible, 
the Ornament of a XMerk and Quiet Spirit, which 15S in the 
ſizht of God of grean PRICE: For after this manner in the 
Old Time, the holy Women alſo whotruſted in God Adorned them- 
ſelves, &c. 1 Pet. 3. 1,2, 3, 44 5- Again, the Apoftle Paul 
faith, J will in like manner alſo, that Women Adornthenſclue 
in MODEST Apparel, wth SHAMEFAC EDNESS 
and SOBRIETY; NOT wth Broid/ed HAIR, or 
GOLD, or PEARLS, or Coſtly Aray; But (which beco- 
" avzth Women profeſſng Godlineſs } wth GOOD WORKS, 
: 1 Tim. 


Or EY RP" apo eng. = 
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2 Tim. 2. 9,!0. Se all Women both Old and Young ought te - 
obey the Command of Chriſt, who commands to be Meck and 
Lowly; and ooght to follow the gqaod Example of thele holy 
Chriſtian-Wemen, who were cloathed and beautified with a 
Merk and Humble Quiet Spirit, and with good Works, as the 
koly Apoſtic Exhorts. Depars from Evil, and do good, and 
awelt (or live) for evermore, 1 have ſeen the Wicked in great 
power, and ſpreading bimſelf like a green Bay-Tree;, yet he paſſed 
away, and lo he was not, 1 ſought him bus he could not be found. 
Mark the PERFECT MAN, ard behold the Upright, for the 
end of that man w PEACE), ice Pſal. 379.27, 85, 30, 3#- 
Dearly beloyed, Iheſeech you as Strangers and Pilgrims, abſtain 
from fleſhlyLuſts, which WAR agairſithe SOUL; Having 
Jour Converſation Eoneſt among the Gentiles, whereas they ſpeak 
againſt you as Fri-doers, they may by your GOOD WORKS, 
which they ſhall behold,glorifie God in the Day of Viſitation, 1 Pet. 
2.11, 12. 

Reader, Take notice, here, David owns PerfeAion ; he 
laith, ., Mark, the Perfet} Man, behold the Upright, for theend 
of that Manu Peace : Thus it plainly appears that God and 
Chriſt, and the true Prophets and Apoſtles and holy Men and 
Women were and are for PerfeQtion, Kolincls.and Upright- 
nefs; bnt the Devil, Anti-chriſt, Falſe Prophets, Falſe les, 
and alt Wicked Men and Women are for Imperfe&tion, Un- 
codlineſs, Unholineſs, Sin and Wickedneſs, who plead for a 
continuance in Sin until Men. and Women go to the Grave : 
This Plca for Sinand Wickednefs, is not a Plea for God and 
Chriſt, but for the Devil, who is the authorof Sin. In the 
Grave there is no Repentance, neither is there any Purgatory 
(as ſome do faiſly teach) to purge people from their fins after 
they are dead and put intheir Graves. No Uncleanthing can 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; therefore blefſed are they 
who come to Chriſt Jeſus and follow him, who came to take 
away Sin and bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs; to wafh and 
cleanie from all Filthineſs of _ and Spirit, and to MK” 


; Tei} 
* chisto perfcR Holinch, intke fear of the Lord Goc ; unto. which 
the holy Apoſtle exhorted, as is ſhewed beiore. 


Theſe things have I written in Teſtimeny to Ged's Univerſal 
Lovet5 all Peop'!e; and of his delight in Holinets and Purity; 
and of his Hatred to all Sin and Wickednels, 


& | 

Tam 4a Loverof Truth and Righteouſneſs, anda real Lo- 
ver NOT of only my Frienas,but alſo of mine Enemies, 
according to the Command an Example of .Chriſt Feſus 
my Lord 


' William Gibſon. 


w— —_— 
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He Author of this Book deſires that it may be diligently 
ſpread among thoſe People, who think that Chriſt did not , 
dye for all men;who think that God would NOT have all People 
to be ſaved, but vainly imagin, that he hath ordained ſome to 
be Damned before they vere Bern, that by the Spirit and Light 
of Truth ſhining in their Hearts, and the plain Scripture Teſti 
—_— may be convicted of this theis great and deftruRiye 
© 


ERRATA: 
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ER RATA 


Age 1. Line 2. for 157. read 15. p.3+1. 5. f. himſelf r, him, 

* P.5-1.26.ft. 38.r. 3. 36. p.u.1.13. put is (not.) p. 12. | 24. 
put out (Heb.6.) p-21,1.26. put in (of.) p. 37. 1. 18. putin 
(renew ) next before purific, p. 43- 1.8. f. profecy r. proſpe- 
rity, [.17. f. forefoatedr. fourfooted, p. 66. |. 29. putont the 
Parentheſes. p. 171. 1. 21. f. Fudger Jag. P.74- 1.20; putin 
(him) p. 78-1 4. f. 5s r. bis, p. 8g. 1.31. f. deewr. deny: Reader, 
this is a great Error,andit wholly alters the ſenſe of the matter, 
it readers me as though I did affirm that whieh in reality Ido 
deny. P. 94g-14.r. Gal.6.7, 8. pg8$ 1 35 rthbe Reins. p 164 
lg f Commandment r Commandments. 


THE END. 


